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Prefc 


ace 


Oracles are always popular because we are all interested in 
our destiny and tke meaning of our lives. Particularly we want to 
know tke future, wkick is always mysterious and uncertain. Tke 
proliferation of various New Age oracles, tke multiplicity of Tarot 
cards, and tke enduring interest in tke / Ching are modern proof 
of tkis. India is perkaps tke country most concerned witk tke 
spiritual and tke occult, wkick kave keen tke main objects of its 
attention since tke dawn of kistory. It kas a vast and accurate 
system of astrology, Vedic astrology, and many otker oracles and 
systems of divination. Vedic astrology itself is very complex and 
requires years of study, so it is not accessible to many people. 
Otker simpler oracles kave not keen introduced to tke West. 
Knowing tke need and interest, I began to search for a good 
Hindu oracle to introduce to tke West. I soon discovered 7%c 
Oracle of Rama, by tke famous sixteenth century Hindu saint, 
Tulsidas, wkick I examined and found not only appropriate but 
extraordinary, not only a great oracle but a spiritual and poetic 
vision of tke highest order. 

However, Tke Oracle of Rama presented here is not a simple 
or literal translation of tke work of Tulsidas. First, my knowledge 
of Hindi is poor, so I had to rely upon previous English 
translations of tke work and comments of friends who knew tke 
language better. Second, tke poetry of Tulsidas is very condensed 
and assumes that tke reader already possesses a good knowledge 
of tke story of Rama. To make sense of it, I filled out tke meaning 
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of tke verses and introduced appropriate clianges in style. For tliis 
reason tKe bool? is called an adaptation and not a translation. 

I added a commentary of my own to make tke verses more 
intelligitle as an oracle. The commentary kelps interpret tke 
verses relative to our questions. It also explains in greater detail 
tke story kekind tke verses so tke reader can understand tke 
symbolism of tke answers. Tke commentary tries to provide kotk 
sprrrtual and mundane indications, tkougk some verses point 
rnore clearly along one line tkan tke other. I kept tke commentary 
short so as not to dominate over tke text. It is not meant to he 
exhaustive. Those rvko want to better understand The Oracle of 
Rama would do well to study any of tke many different versions 
or tne Ramayana aval laLle in print. 

I would like to thank tke many people who helped with tke 
book, particularly Rokken Hixson, tke publisher, who took suck 
a personal interest in tke kook and did tke layout. Kari Jenson 
took muck care with tke kook and cover design. I am grateful to 
t e University of California Press for permission to use 
1 lustrations by Shirley Triest from Ramayana by William Buck 
with an introduction by B. A. van Nooten. My friends in tke 
Americari Council of Vedic Astrology (A. C. V. A.) and other 

personal friends added muck by their encouragement and interest 
in the work. 

The inspiration of Tulsidas and of Valmiki, author of tke 
anskrit Ramayana, and all tke great devotees of Lord Rama was 
a so crucial. However, nothing could have keen done without tke 
g ace o Lor Rama, bis consort Sita, bis brothers and helpers 
and, of course, Hanuman, perhaps tke greatest of all yogis. For 
me they are not merely storybook characters hut living powers of 
the Divine Mind, ever there to kelp and guide us along our 
journey toward Self-realization. Their grace is ever there for 
those who are open to it and who sincerely seek it. 

I am most happy to present this work for tke benefit and 
enjoyment of all. May tke rule of Rama (Ramarajya), tke rule of 
aharma, clesccncl upon all kumanity! 
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May the Crace and Blessings 
of Sita-Rama and of Hanuman fall on all! 
Jaya Sita-Rama! 
faya Hanuman! 


David Frawley (Vamadeva SKastri) 
Sante Fe, New Mexico 
Octoter 1996 
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Hanuman with the Sanjivani bearing rock 





Introduction 


jAstrology and Divination in India 

In India one can find every sort of metliod for reading karma or 
destiny. Tliere are various forms of divination; astrology, palmistry, 
numerology, and oracles of all types. Particularly famous are special 
Bhrigu and Nadi systems of astrology tliat can accurately foretell all 
tKe main events of a person's life from tirtk to deatli, and provide 
knowledge of past and future lives as well. 

XKe system of Vedic or Hindu astrology, called Jyotish or tKe 
Science of LigKt, is KigKly developed and very intricate. A typical 
printout of tKe Vedic astrological cKart can extend to twenty pages of 
material for tKe data alone. Simpler divination metKods exist using 
circles, squares, casting of dice, and different metKods of counting. All 
tKese are in tKe general field of Vedic astrology, wKicK includes all 
divination metKods, of wKicK astrology, or reading of tKe stars and 
planets, Kowever important, is only one. 

TKe profusion of divination systems in India is not surprising given 
tKe empKasis on Karma in tKe culture. TKe law of Karma tells us tKat 
our present life is tKe result of past lives and our future life tKe result 
of our present action. Karma is a suKtle or occult force tKat cannot be 
easily seen, so various systems for understanding its workings are 
required. Yet as Karma is not unique to Kuman Keings Kut underlies 
tKe entire universe, we can use tKe forces of nature and outer events 
as a model to read our pwn personal destiny. 

Ue Oracle of Rama is perKaps tKe Kest of sKorter divination 
metKods used in India and one of tKe simplest and easiest to use. Like 
tKe I eking, it consists of various verses tKat provide answers lor 
questions posed to it. It follows tKe symbolism of tKe life of Rama, a 
Divine incarnation, and tKe Yoga of Devotion centered upon Kim. 
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so 

is 

lie 


Rama, the Avatar of 
Courage and Compassion 

Only a few figures in tlie course of human history have been si 
highly regarded to he called avatars or incarnations of God. None i 
earlier historically than Rama of India, whose fame has endured to the 
present day, sustained hy millions of devotees throughout the world 
Rama lived at a veiy ancient period, long before Christ, Buddha, Moses 
or Krishna, so long ago in fact, no one knows the exact date. Dates as 

early as 4000 BC have been given for him, reaching hack to the earliest 
strata of civilization. 

MI f ® ® P®®"’ 'tailed the Ramayana, 

filled with magic, mythology, and spirituality. It remains one of the 
most endearing and inspiring stories in the world. It includes such 
extraordinary characters, such as great yogis with occult powers, 
powerful demons with numerous heads, and magical animals like 
mighty Hanuman, the monkey warrior who can fly through the air and 
mafee himse f as small or large as he wishes. Yet Rama also appears as 
an istorical figure in one of the great dynasties of ancient India, the 
SO ar dynasty of ^sala, and is included among ancient Hindu king 
f i R "j JL^ ® recorded between Rama and the time 

• ^ Kama was an 

ancient God-King who so impressed the people with his character that 

IS Je^ory was mythologized and his glory magnified through history. 

n Hindu thought, Rama is the seventh avatar of Lord Vishnu 
t e aspect of the Divine or Pure Consciousness that protects and 
preserves the universe. Rama was known for his fearlessness 
compassion, courage and wisdom. He is called upon as the form of 
Uod who saves us from difficulties and danger, including death itself 
Rama as a name means “he who gives light, joy and peace." Rama is 
called Bhagavan Rama or Lord Rama to show one's respect for his 
ivmi y. e name of Rama is one of the most important Sanskrit 
names for God, perhaps only second to Om in frequency of use. Like 

m 1 IS ca ed the mantra of deliverance, taking us beyond 

the ocean ot birth and deatli. 
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However, Rama's fame is not limited to Hinduism. He is 
mentioned in totk Buddkist and Jain literature as an enligktened 
individual, and tke name of Rama is one oftke main Sikk names for 
God as well. Rama and kis worskip go far keyond India. Tke kings of 
Tkailand to tke present day are named Rama, and tkeir capital city 
Ayuttka is named after Rama's own capital Ayodkya. Tke story of 
Rama is commonly told in Indockina. It is performed regularly in 
Indonesia, wkere a large statue of Rama can ke found in tke capital 
city Jakarta, and represents tke older Hindu tradition of tke country 
wkick many people still follow. Tke walls of temples from Pakistan to 
AnkorWat in Indockina portray scenes from tke life of Rama. Indeed 
tke story of Rama is tke most popular and enduring story of Soutk 
Asia. Rama is tke greatest cultural kero of tke region, comkining tke 
strengtk of Hercules witk tke compassion of Buddka. 

To tke West, tk e name Rama occurs as a name of God in ancient 
Persian literature, tke Zend Avesta of tke Zoroastrian religion. A king 
named Tuskratk, cognate witk Daskaratka, tke name of tke fatker of 
Rama, ruled tke kingdom of tke Mittani in Syria in tke second 
millennium BC. His descendants included Nefertiti, tke wife of tke 
great reformist pkaraok Akknaton. Tkis suggests tkat tke story of 
Rama may kave keen known in tke Western world in ancient times. 
Tke name of tke great Sun God Amon Re of tke Egyptians resemkles 
Om Ram, and Rama is also a solar figure. 

Many great teackers of modern India kave keen devotees of Rama, 
including Makatma Gandki, wko died witk tke name of Rama on kis 
lips. Perkaps most notakle among recent teackers is Neem Karoli Baka, 
wko was considered to ke a manifestation of Rama s monkey 
companion, Hanuman. Anotker great Rama devotee of modern India 
was Papa Ramdas of Soutk India. A numker of Americans are now 
devotees of Rama, tkrou gk tke influence of suck teackers. 

Recently tke national television network of India produced a 
television series kased on tke Ramayana tkat mesmerized tke country. 
All kusiness and government activity and even tke trains stopped 
during its telecast kecause no one wanted to miss it. More recently tke 
Japanese made an animated version of tke a. Certainly tke 

story is perfect for a modern adventure movie filled witk special effects. 
No doukt someone will produce it in tkis form in tke coming years. 
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No ancient story, not even Homer*s Iliad or Odyssey, kas remained 
as popular tkrougk tke course of time. Tke story of Rama appears as 
old as civilization and kas a fresk appeal for every generation. Witk tke 
glokal culture emerging today, it kas kecome one of tke most important 
stories of world literature. It kas a particular appeal to ckildren, largely 
kecause of tke magical animals tkat play suck an important role witkin 
it. 

Tke oldest form of tke story of Rama tkat exists today is tke 
Sanskrit of Valmiki, one of tke greatest seer-poets of India, 

wko lived over two tkousand years ago. It kas remained tke main 
version of tke Ramayana, tkougk otker versions also exist, differing 
from it in certain details of tke story. 


Goswami Tulsidas 


In tke sixteentk century, tke great Hindu saint, Goswami Tulsidas, 
rewrote tke Ramayana in a common dialect, close to tke Hindi of 
modern India. He once more made tke story accessikle to tke masses 
at a time wken Sanskrit learning was in decline, and tke story of Rama 
again kecame tke most popular tale in tke land. Tke Tulsidas 
Ramayana, called Ramacharita Manasa, the Holy Lake of the Acts of 
Rama, is not merely a poem kut a song, and was put to moving melodies 
y Tulsidas and many otkers wko followed kim. It is commonly studied, 
recited and sung tkrougkout India today, particularly in tke 
Hindi-speaking nortk. 

Tulsidas lived at a turkulent time wken invading armies from 
entral Asia were marauding tkrougk India, massacring people and 
p acing tke rule of violence upon tke land. India responded to tkis 
invasion according to ker spiritual soul and krougkt fortk a renewed 
evotion to God tkrougk reviving tke worskip of Rama. Tke ckants of 
am. Ram, Ram skowed tke invaders tkat, tkougk tkey migkt rule tke 
o les of Hindus witk tkeir swords, tkeir kearts belonged to God, wko 
was t e protector of tke weak, not tke ckampion of tke arrogant. Tke 
u SI as Ramayana remains prokakly tke most popular kook in India 
an was tke basis of tke modern revival of Hinduism, wkick blossomed 
under teackers of tke last century suck as Ramakriskna and 
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Vivekananda, and Kas spread tkrougkout tke world, particularly in tke 
form of Yoga. 

Tulsidas was not merely a poet and a singer kut a saint, yogi and 
Self-realized sage, trained for eigkteen years in all tke kranckes of 
Sanskrit learning. He wove into tke Ramayana all tke wisdom of India 
and tke great trutks of Yoga and Vedanta witk tkeir spiritual practices 
designed to skow us our true Self keyond time and space. His 
Ramayana is lauded not merely as a great story kut also as a veritakle 
scripture or revelation of Divine knowledge for people at all levels of 
spiritual development. 

The Oracle of Rama 

The Orach of Rama is an adaptation of Rama Ajna Praskna, a 
sKort popular work ky Tulsidas kased on tke Ramayana. It consists of 
seven ckapters divided into seven sections, witk eack section, in turn, 
furtker divided into seven verses, making a total of tkree kundred and 
forty-tkree verses. 

Goswami Tulsidas, on tke spur of tke moment, originally 
composed tke work for kis astrologer friend Ganga Rama. According 
to tke story, Ganga Rama lived on Prakladgkat in Kaski (Benares). He 
was a companion and neigkkor of Tulsidas, and tke two performed tkeir 
evening worskip togetker on tke kanks of tke Ganga. One evening 
Tulsidas found Ganga Rama terrikly worried and distraugkt. He asked 
kis friend, “Wkat troukles you? 

Ganga Rama replied sadly, “Tke king of Garkwal's (an Himalayan 
kingdom) son went into tke jungle to kunt tigers and kas not returned. 
Tke otker kunters in tke area reported tkat a kunter was killed ky a 
tiger. Tke king visited me today and ordered me to determine wketker 
kis son, tke prince, is still alive.” Ganga Rama looked sorrowfully at 
Tulsidal and added slowly, "I kave asked for a day's time to answer kirn. 
If I fail to give kirn tke rigkt news ky tomorrow, ke will kave me put 

to deatk.” l „ , Ilf 

Tulsidas comforted kis friend and said, "Don’t worry. Rama kimself 

will provide tke answer to your question. Don't you kave faitk in kirn? 
Come and let us worskip Him togetker. Tomorrow morning I will skow 
you kow to consult Rama for tke answer to your question." 
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Tulsid as and Ganga Rama worshipped Lord Rama on the hanks 
of the sacre d Ganga. That night Tulsidas stayed awake into the 
morning, quickly composing the verses of The Oracle of Rama. At that 
late hour he could not get a pen and ink to write, so he wrote the verses 
with a reed dipped in the colored paste of an herh. Following the 
directions of Tulsidas on how to use the Oracle, Ganga Rama read out 
the answer the following morning, went to the king and told him 
happily: “Your son is well. The commands of Rama cannot he wrong.” 

The great poet-saint used the Oracle and read out its results for 
different people during the course of his life. Tulsidas envisioned the 
law of karma in the story of his beloved Rama, and turned it into an 
oracle for all people. From its first success, the hook Lecame treasured 
hy devotees of Rama and its fame spread throughout the country. Many 
people in India still use it today. The Tulsidas Ramayana itself can he 
used as an oracle. There are various methods of selecting verses from 
it to answer questioners, hut The Oracle of Rama is shorter and simpler 
and more specifically designed for this purpose. 

Oracles 

Oracles are a means to gain advice or special knowledge akout our 
estmy by consulting cosmic powers tkat transcend tke ordinary mind, 
ey allow us to access tke deeper intelligence of tke universe usually 

avai a e to us, trapped as we are in our outer senses and egocentric 
consciousness. Most traditional cultures kave oracles wkick are 
consulted for crucial decisions in life. 

common oracles used today are tke Ckinese 
U^mg, which follows a nature symkolism, and tke Tarot cards, wkick 
retlect a medieval kermetic symkolism. Sometimes oracles were spoken 
t rough a person, like tke famous Greek oracle of Delpki or certain 
libetan oracles. A person in a trance allows a spirit to enter kis or ker 
mind temporarily, wkick functions as an oracle for otkers. 

Oracles depend upon our connecting witk some suktle power of 
t e universe or God. Some oracles, work tkrougk nature spirits wko 
well in the mountains and forests. Otkers work tkrougk different 
angels or deities (Jevas), denizens of suktle or astral worlds. Hack oracle 
kas a certain spirit kekind it. In tkis regard, not all oracles come from 
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a place of spiritual knowledge or connection witk tke Divine (tkougk 
tkis also depends upon tke state of mind of the person interpreting tke 
oracle). Some oracles may reflect lower cosmic powers, lesser gods or 
inferior spirits, and tkerefore can disturk or mislead us, tkougk tkey 
may provide accurate information on some matters. 

The Oracle of Rama kas as its presiding spirit a Divine Incarnation 
and it was composed ky a great saint and yogi. It is very reliakle and 
provides tke most keneficial guidance. It can ke trusted wkolekeartedly 
and is safe even for ckildren. 

Format of the Oracle 

Tke outline of The Oracle of Rama is similar to tke Ramayana, in 
tkat kotk are divided into seven ckapters. Ckapters one, two, tkree, 
five and six reflect tke course of tke life of Rama. Tke fourtk ckapter 
stands apart from tke story as a glorification of tke divinity of Rama 
and kis companions. Tke fourtk and middle section of eack ckapter is 
similar (except in tke seventk ckapter). Tke seventk ckapter, after tke 
conclusion of tke story, contains diverse prognostications. 


Chapter 1: Opening invocations of tke Gods and 
Goddesses, astrological indications for tke days of the 
week, and tke events of Rama's kirtk and ckildkood {Bala 
Kanda of tke Ramayana), 

chapter 2: Rama's early life in Ayodkya, kis winning of 
Sita for kis wife, coronation as crown prince, and kis 
forest exile witk Sita and kis krotker Lakskmana 
{Ayodhya Kanda and tke first part of Aranya Kanda of 
tke Ramayana), 

Chapter 3: Sita's akduction ky tke demon king Ravana 
wkile in exile in tke forest, and Rama's encounter and 
alliance witk tke monkeys of Soutk India to regain Sita 
(tke remainder oi Aranya Kanda and Kishkindha Kanda 
of tke Ramayana), 
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chapter 4: Halts in tke story and returns to tlie ckildkoocl 
period of Rama to laud kis Divine Incarnation (excerpts 
from Bala KanJa of tke Ratnayana). 

Chapter 5: Resumes tke story witk tke searck for Sita and 
tke war to rescue ker from Ravana and kis demon kordes 
{SunJara KanJa and tke first part of Lanka KanJa of tke 
Ramayana). 

Chapt er (): Tke remainder of Rama s life as king in 
Ayodkya, including tke ultimate exile of Sita (tke remaining 
portion of Lanka KanJa and Uttara KanJa of tke 
Ramayana). 

chapter 7: Astrological indications for tke days of tke week, 
important events in Rama's life, various general indications, 
and kow tke Oracle skould ke used. 
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How to Consult the Oracle 

Tke last section of tke took descrikes kow questions to tke Oracle 
skould ke formed, placed and interpreted. Wken you want an answer 
to a question, you skould invoke tke kook in tke evening prior to a 
suitakle day. In tkis regard one skould note tkat Vedic days kegin at 
sunrise, not at midnigkt. 

Favorakle days to consult tke oracle are tkose ruled ky kenefic 
planets: Monday (Moon), Wednesday (Mercury), Tkursday (Jupiter) 
and Friday (Venus). Tkursday is generally test, kecause Jupiter is tke 
greatest kenefic and represents tke guru or inner guide. Tkursday kas 
tke additional advantage in tkat tke previous day wken tke kook is 
invoked will ke Wednesday, wkick is also an auspicious day, (tkougk 
tkis similarly occurs in tke case of Tkursday and Friday). 

Preferakly tke day ckosen skould ke one in wkick tke moon is 
krigkt or waxing. Tke five days kefore tke new moon and tke day of 

tke new moon itself skould ke avoided. 

After ckoosing a favorakle day, place tke kook upon an altar or 
sacred place, ancUfter konoring God and tkepuru (spiritual teacker), 
request: "Tomorrow morning I will seek your answer for an important 
question. Please respond to me favorakly." if you are asking tke Oracle 
akout a question for otkers, you skould request: "Tomorrow morning 
I will seek your answer for an important question in regard to (giving 
tke name of tke person or group involved). Please respond to tke 

question favorakly. i i i i 'i 

On tke following morning, after you kave katked and done your 

morning meditation, make an offering to tke kook, suck as flowers or 
incense. Tken witk faitk and devotion meditate upon Lord Rama (or 
wkatever form of God appeals to you). It is kest to ckant Om Ram 
seven times for ordinary matters, or one kundred and eigkt times for 
more important issues. Tkis mantra kas great powers for purifying tke 
keart and connecting one witk tke wisdom of Rama. 
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TKen meditate upon tke question, considering whetker tke matter 
IS important enougk to consult tke Oracle, and wketker you will kave 
tke courage to follow tke answer if it is not to your liking. If we are 
doing tke Oracle for anotker person, we skould make doukly sure tkat 
tke question is important and tkat tke person takes tke Oracle 
seriously. Wken you are satisfied akout tke appropriateness of tke 
question, proceed witk one of tke metkods for ckoosing a verse. 


Methods for Choosing a 


erse 


he 

e 


Use of the Th 

Patterns 

For tkis, wkick is tke simplest and easiest metkod, tke tkr. 
patterns skown on consecutive pages 197-200 are used. 

Go to tke page of tke first pattern. Close your eyes and place tk 
ring inger (not index finger) of your rigkt kand randomly upon it. Tke 
number of tke square you ckoose indicates tke ckapter of tke kook. 

o o the page of tke second pattern. Again close your eyes and 
ran om y c oose a square. Its numker indicates tke section. Finally go 
e page o tke tkird pattern and ckoose a square in tke same way. Its 
number indicates tke verse. Skould your finger fall in between two 
squares, choose again until one square is clearly indicated. 

Lotus Seed Method 

seeP and eigkt lotus seeds are required. If lotus 

are not available, any small seeds or sticks can be used. 

or so I I ° L ^ ^Itar, meditation seat 

V ^ ° tke book and divide tkem into tkree piles. Witk 

your rigkt kand, count off tke first pile on tke left by groups of seven, 
seven or less seeds remain. Tke remainder after counting indicates 
e number of tke ckapter of tke book. Tken similarly count off tk 
seeds in tke second and middle pile. Tke remainder indicates tl 


le 

he 
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numter of tke section. Finally count off tke seeds in tke tkird pile on 
tke rigkt, wkick indicates tke verse. 


Coin Method 

Take seven coins and numker tkem from one to seven. Put all seven • 
coins into your kands, close your kands and skake tke coins. Open 
your kands and ckoose one coin witk tke ri gkt kand. Tke numker of 
tke coin ckosen indicates tke ckapter of tke kook. Return tke coins 
Lack into your kands and ckoose a second time tke same way. Tke coin 
ckosen gives tke section. Do it a tkird time. Tke coin ckosen provides 
tke verse. 

In terpreta tion 

Once you kave ckosen tke numker of tke ckapter, section and 
verse, look it up in tke kook. Read out tke statement of tke verse 
indicated and interpret it in tke context of your question. You can also 
read tke information on tke ckapter and section from wkick tke verse 
comes (tkougk tkis information may ke of minor import). It is kest to 
familiarize yourself witk tke story of Rama and its symkolism kefore 
asking a question. 

If tke answer given in tke verse does not make sense relative to tke 
question, your mind may not kave keen adequately concentrated or 
tke question may not ke significant enougk to merit a response. 

In tke West, we are apt to consult oracles quickly and frivolously. 
We skould understand tkat suck usage is of little kenefit and may end 
up confusing us. Tkis is particularly true of tke pattern metkod, wkick 
can ke done very quickly. You skould use tke Oracle over a period of 
time and try to estaklisk a line of communication witk it kefore 
attempting too muck. It is kest, particularly in tke keginning, to 
consult tke Oracle only in tke traditional way in tke morning and ask 
no more tkan two or tkree questions a week. 

Once we kave developed a rapport witk tke Oracle, we can ask 
questions of it as needed, tkougk some ritual, prayer and mantra 
relative to tke kook skould always ke maintained. Tkose wko use tke 


23 



Tl<ie Oracle of Rama 


Oracle for tke sake of otkers skoulcl also maintain reverence for tlie 
Oracle and discretion in its usage. 

Adaptation in the W^est 

M-ost of US in tfie \C^est are not devotees of Rama and may never 
kave keard of kim, kut we can still kenefit from using kis Oracle to 
discover tke direction of our destiny. We skould approack tke kook witk 
reverence as a form of communication witk God, tke enligktened Mind 
or tke cosmic powers. However, we must learn sometking of tke story 
to kelp us understand tke meaning of tke verses. We could compare 
tkis witk using tke I Ching —to kenefit from it we must learn sometking 
of its language, images and tke meaning of yin and yang. Here tke 
language is akout tke life of a God-King, entwined witk nature and 
astrology, and akove all tke patk of devotion {Bkakti Yoga). For tkose 
wko find devotion difficult or unappealing, simply call it love. 

Tke purpose of tke Oracle of Rama is not merey to aid in our 
ordinary activities or to kelp us understand our destiny. It is not just 
a kook of fate or karma, kut is also a tool for attuning ourselves to tke 
Divine Will and cosmic law (Dkarma). It offers not only indications 
of wkat will kappen, kut kow to respond to events for tke kenefit of 
our spiritual growtk. In a numker of instances, tke kook prescrikes 
devotional and yogic practices and can ke consulted ky persons on tke 
spiritual patk for guidance. 

Hindu View of God and Destiny 

According to tke Hindu view, God is tke Infinite Bliss and Wisdom 
tkat dwells witkin our kearts to wkick we must all eventually return, 
whatever we may do and kowever far we may stray. 

Destiny is not a wek of accident, misfortune, or even personal 
ackievement kut tke soul's return to tke Divine Awareness inkerent 
\^tkin it. Destiny is tke working of karma, tke result of our actions in 
tkis and previous lives. Suck results are tke logical outcome of wkat 
we kave done kefore. Previous karm we kave done to otker creatures, 
for example, causes us to experience a similar karm. Wkat we do to 
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otkers we Jo to ourselves, yet suck results are in accorJance witk our 
JeeJs, neitker more nor less, anJ limiteJ in tkeir effects. Tke universe 
is tkus very keneficent anJ its prime impulse is to kring all creatures 
kack to Divinity. 

In fact, our true Self is one witk GoJ anJ transcenJs all time anJ 
karma. We cannot always ckange our karma outwarJly kut we can 
transcenJ it inwarJly. Our true goal is not merely to gain gooJ fortune 
outwarJly kut to know ourselves, for wkick suffering may ke necessary. 
We must rememker tkis view of Jestiny in examining tke Oracle. 


Rama 

Tke story of Rama reflects tke spiritual view of life foun J in Yoga 
anJ VeJanta, tke practice anJ pkilosopky of Self-realization. Rama is 
an incarnation of joy, compassion anJ strengtk. His oracle counsels 
us to joy anJ Jevotion. Its message is not gloom anJ Joom kut tkat 
we contain witkin ourselves an ocean o f Jeligkt, wkick we can access 
to fulfill our inner Jestiny (GoJ-realization) anJ overcome tke konJs 
of karma. Rama kimself akiJes witkin us as tke Divine Will tkat is 
master of everytking. For tkis reason tkere are many auspicious verses 
in tke Oracle, kut for tkem to ke truly auspicious we must contact our 
own inner joy. Even negative verses in tke Oracle can ke overcome ky 
Jevotion to GoJ. We can take our minJs anJ kearts to a place wkere 
Jifficult outer events cannot Jisturk us kut Jraw us Jeeper into tke 
inner Reality. 

We skoulJ approack tke Oracle of Rama not witk fear or anxiety, 
kut witk love. We skoulJ ke fearless anJ kappy. GoJ is witk us. Tke 
universe is GoJ. We are GoJ. Tkis is tke real message of Rama. 


Rama and Siia 

God is totk male and female. Sita is tke consort or feminine side 
of tke Divine qualities represented ky Rama. Tke story of Rama 
revolves around kis relationskip witk Sita, kis wnning of ker for kis 
wife, tkeir exile into tke forest, ker akduction ky Ravana and ker 
eventual rescue, and ker ultimate exile owing to tke gossip of tke 
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townspeople in AyoJliya. Tk ougk tke ckaracter of Sita is not as evident 
or expressive kecause ker nature is quiet and receptive, ske is as 
important as Rama. In fact, to many people ske is tke central figure 
of tke story. 

Sita is originally an agricultural Goddess, wkile Rama represents 
tke Sun. Sita is tke field and Rama tke king wko rules over it. Sita is 
tke field of creation and Rama tke Divine Spirit working witkin it. 
Sita is spiritual knowledge and Rama is tke Knower. Sita-Rama is tke 
Divine two-in-one. Tkey must always ke tkougkt of togetker. 


Key of Interpretation 


TKe story of Rama is not only a great paraLle of tfie spiritual quest, 
it reflects our entire Kuman experience. Its different characters can he 
interpreted relative to the different issues of our own lives. The 
meanings of the main characters are outlined helow. Those of the 
minor characters are explained along with the text. 


Kama 

Rama represents your inner soul, your will in the matter, God's 
mtenUon or the path you must follow (your Dharma). He is the 
superior man, the ruler or leader, or the goal that you really want to 
accomplish. He can represent whatever is significant, important, or 
necessary to achieve. On an inner level, the story of Rama is the 
un o dment of the Rama or spiritual pptential within us. Our question 
itse is our Rama or relates to kis development. 

Sita 

Sita is the wife, partner, beloved, or whatever complements us. The 
winning of Sita can mean many things. She is the object you are 
seeking particularly if it is the return of anything lost or a relationship. 
She IS the earth, the field, the mother, nature, creativity, fructification 
and abundance. She represents love, devotion, spiritual aspiration and 
knowledge of God. 
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Rama is tke will and intelligence tkat gains tkese tkings. Sita is 
tke iking to ke gained or rediscovered. Ske is tke favorakle answer to 
tke question tkat we are seeking. 


Rama s 7% ree Brothers 
Lakshmana 

Lakskmana indicates your main friend and most intimate 
companion, wko kas a nature similar to yours and can kelp you ackieve 
your aims. He is tke secondary cause relative to wkom Rama is tke 
primary cause. He is skill, reason, your own intelligence and 
discernment. He is all supplementary marks and factors tkat aid in tke 
ackievement of your goal. 


Bharata 

Bkarata represents friends, kelpers and allies, generally in tke 
distance, wko are willing to forego tkeir own kenefit to kelp you. He 
indicates loyalty, perseverance, patience and kumility. His nature is 
good kut ke can ke misunderstood or misjudged as evil and kas to 
endure suffering. 


Shatrughna 

Skatrugkna represents friends, kelpers and allies, generally in tke 
distance, wko can give you tke power to overcome your difficulties, 
okstacles or enemies. He indicates effort, strengtk, and victory. 


Rama's Father, 

King Dasharatha King 

Daskaratka skows our ordinary nature, tke ego-mind as directed 
toward a kigker purpose. Yet, for tkis kigker purpose to ke fulfilled, it 
must suffer and eventually ke superseded. He is wkat kenefits you from 
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your past or keritage tkat you can draw from kut must go keyond to 
ackieve your aim. 


T%,e Mothers of Rama and his Brothers, 
Dasharatha s Queens 

King Daskaratka's wives represent tke feminine creative powers in 
our nature, as well as women wko can te kelpful in our endeavors. 
Kausalya is tke closer and more intimate, and skows our motker or 
motkering force. Sumitra is secondary and tke motker or motkering 
force of our friends and allies. Queen Kaikeyi, kowever, represents tke 
forces of jealousy and attackment tkat can mislead you into not 
following tke rigkt guidance, Lut asserting your own desires and 
amkitions instead. 


Sita's Father, King Janaka 

Wkile King Dask aratka represents worldly success, konor and 
rigkteousness. King Janaka represents spiritual knowledge. On a 
mundane level, ke is any important or knowledgeakle person witk 
wkom an alliance is sougkt. He represents tke leaders or parents of 
your partners or associates wko can Lenefit you as well. 

Hanuman, the Monkey VFarrior 

Hanuman is your main ally, kelper, servant or trusted aid wko 
works under you. He is your vital energy, kealtk, zeal and motivation. 
Inwardly ke is your yogic power and devotion to God tkat can 
accomplisk wkat may otkerwise appear impossikle. 

Hanuman is tke secret power tkat we need to kecome successful 
in wkatever we attempt. Tke key to Rama's success lies witk Hanuman. 
Rama can ackieve tke goal only wken Hanuman creates tke way. 
Hanuman discovers Sita or our true wisk, and kelps save ker or 
accomplisk our aim. Once you kave linked up witk Hanuman, tke 
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unfoldment o{ your goal is only a matter of time, regardless of apparent 
obstacles. 


’The Armies of Monkeys and Bears 

Tke monkeys and tears, wko constitute Rama s army, represent 
tke forces of nature tkat ally tkemselves witk tke Divine or witk tke 
superior man (Rama). Tkey are your own natural energies and 
motivations. On an outer level, tkey are tke general forces tkat support 
you in your cause, kut wkick must ke disciplined properly for success. 


Tke Sages or Rishis 

Tke sages represent tke powers of wisdom inkerent witkin you as 
well as external sources of guidance and education. Tkey need tke 
protection of Rama (rigkt motivation) kut also serve to guide Rama to 
kis goal. 


Ravana, tke Demon King 

King Ravana indicates your main opponent, enemy or okstacle, 
wko takes wkat rigktfully kelongs to you and wko must ke overcome. 
He skows cunning, treackery, deceit and aggression. Inwardly ke is tke 
ego side of your nature tkat is opposed to tke Divine will and uses force 
and violence to get wkat it wants. He also represents egotistic people 
wko may oppose you. Ravana is always opposite Rama. For Rama to 
succeed, Ravana must ke defeated. 


Skurpanakka, Ravana s Sister 

Skurpanakka represents tke powers of desire, lust and deception 
wkick are ever present in life to allure us into wrong action. Ske also 
represents powerful women wko may oppose our actions and wko may 
kave important allies wko can cause us great proklems. 
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Ravana s Relatives and Warriors 

Tkese are tke main forces or people working against you, tke 
difficulties you kave to overcome, wkose leader is Ravana. Ckallenging 
tkem will eventually cause you to kave to confront Ravana or your ckief 
okstacle. Inwardly tkey represent tke ego's support systems, tke 
associated powers of ignorance, greed and anger tkat one must 
overcome for spiritual growtk. 


The Armies of Demons 

On an outer level, tkese are tke more general enemies and okstacles 
tkat you must overcome, tke groups allied witk tke people or structures 
tkat oppose you. Inwardly tkey are tke negative tkougkts of tke 
ego-mind and its defense meckanisms. Tkey are tke artificial side of 
our ckaracter wkick derives from external influences. 

Role of Intuition 

After understanding tke symkolism of tke text, you must still 
employ your intuition to use tke Oracle properly. In fact, tke Oracle 
can ke used to kelp train your intuition. Don't take tke meaning of 
tke verses literally. Take tke symkolism of tke story and try to make it 
meaningful in your own life and experience. Wko is your Rama? Wko 
i^s your Sita? Wko is your Hanuman? Wko is your Ravana? Wkat 
orces are you allied witk—tke selfless force of Rama or tke selfisk force 
of Ravana? Reflect upon tke life of Rama as a model for tke spiritual 
quest or any great endeavor. 

However, true intuition is not wiskful tkinking kut is kased upon 
eep contemplation. It dawns in its own time. We skould not ke 
impatient for an answer, if an answer is not evident after reading tke 
verse, put your mind in a quiet and receptive state and see wkat comes 
to you tkrougk intuition. Meditate upon tke answer for a few days, if 
necessary, and see if greater clarification comes in its own way. 

In tke case of tke Oracle of Rama, intuition skould ke comkined 
witk devotion to God. Yet true devotion is not to God as some distant 
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or abstract Being but to GoJ as tbe most intimate aspect of all 
creatures: tbeir character, wisdom, beauty, deligbt and love tbe essence 
of all good qualities, like Lord Rama embodied. True devotion is to 
God as tbe Self of all creatures. Learn to follow your devotion, wbicb 
is tke real way to discover your bliss. 

Try to listen to wbat Rama or tbe Self witbin bas to tell you. Ktke 
answer still is not clear, you can also cbant bis Name— Rama, Rama, 
Rama —for a few minutes, if it is still not evident, cbant bis Name in 
tbe evening and sleep, and then see if an answer comes to you during 
tbe nigbt. Meditate upon tbe Self as Master of tbe Universe and attune 
yourself to His/Her Will. Then all tbe secrets of life and death will be 
opened up for you. 
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Rama's fatlier, ICin^ Dasliaratlia, was a ^reat in tKe solar 

dynasty, tke oldest and most continuous of ancient Indian dynasties 
going Lcfc to Manu, tke legendary first king and law giver. Witk rulers 
like tke Sun in power and in wisdom, tke solar dynasty kad a reputation 
for nokle kings wko upkeld tke Dkarma (tke law of trutk) wkatever tke 
cost to tkeir personal kappiness. 

King Daskaratka ruled tke migkty kingdom of Kosala in nortkeast 
India, tke most important kranck of tke solar dynasty, from kis capital 
city Ayodkya, "tke unconquered,” kecause no external enemy was ever 
akle to win it. Ayodkya was a vast city witk many towers, gates and 
arckes, located on tke wide Sarayu river. Tke region was a land of great 
agricultural akundance and tropical keauty, witk many streams, palms, 
kanana and mango trees, krilliant flowers and numerous cultivated 
fields and gardens. 

Tkougk a nokle and akle king, Daskaratka was not akle to kave a 
son. Wkile out kunting one day wken ke was young, ke mistakenly 
killed a young sage witk an arrow intended for a deer. As ke caused 
grief to tke sage's parents wko witnessed tkeir son s deatk, tke king was 
cursed tkat ke would also suffer on account of kis own son. 

Because of tke curse Daskaratka was unakle to kave any ckildren. 
To overcome tke curse, ke enlisted tke kelp of kis family guru, tke great 
Vasiskta, wko on kis own was not akle to succeed. Vasiskta krougkt in 
a priest named Riskiskringa from a nearky kingdom wko at last 
succeeded tkrougk tke performance of a special ritual. 

King Daskaratka kad tkree wives: Kausalya, Sumitra and Kaikeyi, 
wko all kecame pregnant from tke magic potion prepared from tke rite 
and witkin a year gave kirtk to four sons. From Kausalya was korn 
Rama, from Sumitra came kotk Lakskmana and Skatrugkna, and 
from Kaikeyi was korn Bkarata. Rama, as tke eldest of tke four 
krotkers, was keir to tke tkrone. 
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Tke four Lrotlicrs ^r 6 w up to^6tli0r and tlicir cKilcIIiood was a 
picture of kappiness and deligkt as tkey played togetker in tke palace. 
Rama, wko was particularly adorakle, kecame tke favorite of tke entire 
community and was loved ky all. After tke koys kecame older, Rama 
and kis krotkers were taugkt ky yogis and sages, not only kow to ke 
good princes, kut all tke secrets of tke spiritual life. Tkey gained various 
occult powers and magical weapons for protecting tke world from evil. 

After Rama kecame a young man, it was time for kim to get 
married. Into tke story comes Sita, tke daugkter of Janaka, tke king 
of Videka. Tke kingdom of Videka kordered Kosala on tke east witk 
its capital city Mitkila. Its kings, called Janaka, were great sages 
renowned for spiritual knowle dge, wliicli was given to Sita as well. 
ViJel la was also a kranck of tke solar dynasty. 

Once wken King Janaka was performing Kis yearly, ceremonial first 
plowing of tKe eartK, Ke miraculously found a KaKy girl in a furrow. 
TKis was Sita, wKose name literally means a “furrow.” He took tKe 
KaKy girl and raised Ker as Kis daugKter and favorite cKild. SKe was 
Konored as a Goddess and considered to Ke immaculately conceived. 

Sita grew up to Ke a young woman of unparalleled Keauty and 
wisdom, for wKom getting tKe appropriate KusKand was no easy task. 
At Janaka's court was kept tKe famous Kow of tlie God SKiva, tliat no 
ordinary mortal could string. TKe king decided tKat only a man wKo 
could string SKiva’s Kow would Ke wortKy of Kecoming tKe KusKand of 
suck an angelic woman as Sita. 

Kings and princes from tKrougKout tlie land came to M itKila, vying 
witK eacK otKer to win tKe Keautiful princess, Kut none Kad tKe power 
to Kend SKiva's Kow. At tKis time tKe great warrior-sage VisKvamitra 
appeared in AyodKya and took Rama and Kis KrotKer LaksKmana along 
witK Kim to MitKila to participate in tKe contest. By Kis great spiritual 
force, Rama not only Kent tKe Kow Kut easily Kroke it in two. By tliis 
miraculous deed Ke gained great fame and won Sita for Kis wife. SKe 
returned witK Kim to AyodKya wKere great festivities occurred along 
witK tKeir marriage. King Janaka's otKer daugKters Kecame tKe wives 
of Rama's KrotKers. 

In time, Rama was due to Ke installed as crown prince. Rama's life 
Kad to tKis point only known tke most extraordinary Kappiness. 
However, fate was aKout to take a turn, as it must. His stepmotKer, 
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Kaikeyi, out of jealousy, wanted ker own son Bkarata to take tke tkrone 
instead. Like some of tke women of tke nokle class, Kaikeyi kad fougkt 
alongside ker kuskand and once saved kis life in kattle. For tkis ke 
offered ker a koon tkat ske could demand of kim wkatever ske wanted. 
Ske now decided to use tkat promise. ske demanded tkat Rama ke 
exiled into tke forest for fourteen years and ker son Bkarata made 
crown prince instead. 

Tkis jealousy set in motion tragic events. Tke king kad to konor 
kis promise and Rama, wko followed kis fatker's every command, kad 
to consent. Out of loyalty, Lakskmana, Rama's closest krotker, 
accompanied Rama into tke forest and Sita came along as well, 
renouncing ker palace comforts, not wanting to ke parted from ker 
kuskand. Tke wkole city of Ayodkya was plunged into misery, losing 
not only tkeir most keloved Rama kut also keautiful Sita and nokle 
Lakskmana. 

Rama departed to Ckitrakuta, a sacred kill soutk of tke Ganga, 
and set up kis first kermitage. Tke king soon died out of grief at tke 
loss of kis favorite son and tke ketrayal ky kis favorite wife. Tken 
Rama's krotker, Bkarata, wko never really wanted to ke king and 
remained loyal to Rama, came to Ckitrakuta to offer Rama kack tke 
tkrone. Tke people of Ayodkya went witk kim, unakle to kear tkeir 
separation from Rama. But Rama could not go kack on kis promise 
to kis fatker. He decided to retire fartker into tke forest wkere ke could 
not ke found. Bkarata and tke townspeople returned kome to await 
Rama's eventual return. Bkarata placed Rama's sandals on tke tkrone 
in kis konor and never took tke tkrone kimself. 

Rama, Sita and Lakskmana went soutk to tke Godavari river, a 
lusk jungle region of sparkling streams and tropical vegetation, wkere 
tkey intensified tkeir spiritual practices. Witk tkeir martial prowess, 
Rama and Lakskmana protected tke sages from tke various demons 
wko assaulted tkem. Tkere Rama encountered tke demonness 
Skurpanakka, wko approacked kim disguised as a keautiful woman, 
koping to win kim as ker kuskand. Knowing ker evil intentions, Rama 
sent ker to Lakskmana wko cut off ker nose and ears, revealing ker 
demonic form, and drove ker away. 

Tkis episode led to enmity witk tke mi gkty demon Ravana, 
Skurpanakka's krotker, wko was tke king of Sri Lanka, setting in 
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motion another set of tragic events. For revenge, Ravana plotted to 
ahduct Sita. For this purpose ke enlisted tke kelp of kis uncle Maricka, 
wko kad special magical powers to assume any form ke wished. They 
hatched a plot to deceive Rama and akduct Sita. 

Maricka assumed tke form of a golden deer and went to tke forest 
compound where Rama, ^nd Lakskmana resided. Tke magic deer 
appeared elusively in tke distance, its beautiful form enckantin g Sita, 
wko kegged Rama to catch it for her. To please Sita, Rama went off 
into tke forest, leaving Lakskmana to protect her, while tke deer sped 
ever farther away. After some time Maricka took tke voice of Rama 
and cried out for kelp as if Rama himself were in danger. Sita and 
Lakskmana heard Rama's distant cry of distress saying “Lakskmana! 
Sita! Help! Help!" 

Sita asked Lakskmana to go to tke forest and kelp Rama. 
Laksl imana doukted that Rama was really in trouble and resisted, 
fearing Sita mi gKt be in danger. But Sita persisted and became very 
distraught hearing her husband's repeated cries. To please Sita, 
Lakskmana left to find Rama, leaving a magic circle around Sita to 
protect her, telling her never to step out of it. 

After Lakskmana left, Ravana appeared disguised as a Brahmin (a 
spiritual personage). Sita stepped out of tke magic circle to pay homage 
to him, as was tke custom even for royal princesses. Then Ravana 
revealed kis demonic form and took Sita into kis aerial chariot to carry 
her away. 


At this point tke eagle Jatayu, a friend of Rama, wko was residing 
nearby, tried to stop Ravana and entered into combat with him. 
Unfortunately, tke eagle was defeated. Ravana cut kis wings off and 
sped away through tke air. Rama meanwhile kit tke golden deer with 
an arrow and discovered it was Maricka in disguise. He soon found 
Lakskmana and both returned to find Sita gone. Mortally wounded, 
Jatayu told them of her abduction by Ravana. 

However, Rama did not know where Ravana resided and became 
distraught, as was Laksl imana wko kad failed in kis duty to protect 
Sita. He and Lakskmana began a search for Sita that was long, fruitless 
and depressing until they made an alliance with tke monkeys, wko knew 
all tke paths of tke jungle. Rama befriended Sugriva, an exiled monkey 
king, and helped him regain kis throne from kis evil brother Bali wko 
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Kad usurped it. Rama killed Bali in a figkt. He also gained ike 
friendskip of Hanuman, tke foremost of tke monkey warriors, wko 
kecame Rama's closest friend and kelper. Tk en Rama sent tke monkeys 
to find Sita. Tkey searcked in vain tkrougkout tke entire country, until 
at last tkey found tkat ske kad keen taken to Lanka, an island across 
tke sea to tke soutk. 

Hanuman, wko kad magic powers to assume any size ke wisked 
and to travel tkrougk tke air, crossed tke sea and found Sita imprisoned 
in a garden ky tke city of Lanka. He gave ker Rama's ring as proof of 
kis mission, wkick restored ker fallen spirits. Wkde leaving, ke fougkt 
witk tke guards of Ravana's city fortress and was captured. Tkey put 
kis tail on fire, kut ke escaped and kumed part of tke great city as ke 
left. 

Hanuman returned to Rama's camp and informed kim of Sita's 
location and condition. Tken Rama witk renewed energy gatkered kis 
armies for Lanka. First, kowever, tkey kad to cross several miles of 
ocean, a seemingly impossikle task. For tkis Rama used kis Divine Will 
and commanded tke Ocean God to allow tke stones and trees kurled 
ky tke monkeys and Lears to float and kecome a kridge. 

After crossing to Lanka, Rama's army engaged in a fierce kattle 
witk Ravana and kis demon kordes, kotk sides figkting witk magical 
weapons of all types, in a furious display of prowess and courage. 
Ravana's demon armies and kis special warriors were gradually defeated 
and destroyed ky tke monkeys and kears aligned witk Rama's invincikle 
will. 

At last Rama and Ravana met in single comkat. Ravana kad ten 
keads wken needed. Hack time Rama cut off one kead, anotker would 
gtow in its place. Finally, tkrougk tke grace of tke Sun God, Rama 
was akle to slay Ravana, cutting off all kis ten keads at once. Sita and 
Rama were reunited and Ravana's rigkteous krotker Vikkiskana, wko 
kad supported Rama, was crowne d king of Lanka. Tk en Sita and Rama 
ascended tke aerial car of Ravana and, viewing tke places of tkeir forest 
exile along tke way, flew Lack to Ayodkya wkere Rama was crowned 
king. 

However, tke story does not kave a storykook ending (tkougk some 
sckolars regard tkis as a later addition). In Ayodkya tkere was muck 
gossip akout Sita, wko kad keen living under tKe power of anotlier 
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man. Rama was eventually forced to LanisK Ker so tliat tlie gossip would 
not damage tke kingdom, tkougk ke knew Sita was innocent. Sita 
went in exile to tke kermitage of tke sage V^lmiki. Strangely, God can 
destroy tke worst of demons kut kuman gossip even God does not kave 
tke power to overcome! 

By tkat time, kowever, Sita was pregnant and kad Rama's twin 
sons, Lava and Kuska. After tke two koys kad grown up, ske returned 
to Ayodkya, kut finding tkat tke townspeople still would not accept 
ker, ske descended into tke Eartk carried on a lion's tkrone and 
disappeared. Rama never remarried kut made a golden statue of Sita 
to rule alongside kirn. He completed tke years of kis reign, wkick was 

peaceful and kappy, and joined Sita once more in tkeir eternal keavenly 
akode. 

Suck is tke story of tke Ramayana in krief. It is kigkly symkolic 
and kardly to ke taken literally. Perkaps tke most interesting tiling 
about tke story is kow kad fortune becomes good fortune and good 
fortune in turn becomes bad fortune. King Daskaratka's curse in not 
being able to kave children eventually leads kirn to kave a Divine 
incarnation as kis son. Tke blessing of having Rama as a successor 
leads to jealousy tkat causes Rama to ke exiled and tke king to die. Yet 
this misfortune turns Rama's life into a spiritual quest and enables 
him to protect the sages in tke forest. This spiritual search, kowever, 
leads to the misfortune of Sita's abduction. Her abduction meanwhile 
allows for the destruction of Ravana and tke removal of a great evil 
irom the world. Finally, tke great good fortune of Rama's coronation 
leads to gossip about Sita and ker exile. Even God cannot overcome 
the fluctuations of fortune but can only find happiness in heaven. 

Such turns of destiny occur in ordinary kuman life in wkick good 
^d bad fortune not only alternate kut intertwine. Those using tke 
Uracle should remember this fact. They must learn to see tke 
mislortune inherent in good fortune, tke good fortune inherent in 
misfortune, and tke need to transcend both to find tke Eternal Truth. 
They must see tke Divine opportunity tkat difficulties bring us and 
the fragility of our successes. Fate and time always humble us if we are 
arrogant, wkick is our kuman tendency. Time overcomes all things. 

Tke ultimate lesson of tke Ramayana is tkat there is no outer 
happiness in kuman life, even for tke purest souls or avatars. In fact. 
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pure souls are likely to te rejected ty tke world and kave to retire into 
kermitage, wkick, kowever, serves to aid tkem in tkeir spiritual quest. 
Tke Dkarma tkat rules over all drives us inward to discover our true 
nature—tke One Self of all. 
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Rania and Lakshmana emotionally upset searching for Sita 























chapter 1 


Tke Oracle starts witK tke invocation of deities, including tliose 
for tke different days of tke week according to tke system of Vedic 
astrology. Tkis is a seeking of klessings for an auspicious keginning. 
Tken tke Oracle commences witk tke story of Rama from tke time 
of tke reign of kis fatker, King Daskaratka. 

Section 1 

Tkis section mentions tke days of tke week tkat are favorakle 
for various enterprises. Wkile tke indications mainly concern travel, 
travel can ke taken as symkolic of any new action tkat is undertaken. 




- i - 

Meditate on the Wisdom Goddess Sarasvati, 
on the Guru, 

on elephant-headed Ganesha who removes obstacles, 
on Divine Mother Uma, 
on the Goddess of Prosperity Lakshmi, 
on the Preserver of the Universe Vishnu, 
on the charmer of all Krishna, 
and on the Sun who illumines everything. 

On Sunday take your journey. 

There will be success abroad 
and you will return safely home. 


Sunday is tke most auspicious day for tkose wko receive tkis 
verse. But one must still call upon God and kis various powers for 
real success. Akove all, one skould recognize tke cosmic power tkat 
works tkrougk tke Sun (Surya), wko rules tkis day. 
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1.1:2 


Tliis verse is favoraLle (or important actions of all types; matters 
of career, konor and government, tke father, and all ventures 
involving the sun and solar energy. 


- 2 “ 

Meditate on the Wisdom Coddess Sarasvati, 
on the Guru, 

on elephant-headed Ganesha who removes obstacles, 
on the Moon who gives delight, 
and on the wish-fulfilling Gow of the sacred river Ganga. 
On Monday take your journey, 
and you will gain comfort and joy. 


Monday is the most auspicious day for those who receive this 
verse. But again one must call on God for real success. Above all, 
one should recognize the cosmic power that works through the Moon 
{CkanJra), who rules this day. 

TKis verse is -favoraLle for "lunar affairs" including matters of 
the mother, family, working with the public, and healing ventures. 


- 3 - 

Meditate on the Wisdom Goddess Sarasvati, 
on Gauri, the wife of Lord Shiva, 
on elephant-headed Ganesha who removes obstacles, 
on the charmer of all Krishna, 
and on the fierce planet Mars. 

The Gods will help you, success will be yours, 
and good fortune will come on Tuesday. 


Tuesday is the most auspicious day for those who receive this 
verse, particularly if they seek Divine grace in what they do. Most 

L ^ recognition of the cosmic power that works through 

the planet Mars (Mangala), which rules this day. 

Tuesday astrologically relates to affairs involving energy, 
mechanics, science, sports and martial activities of all kinds. 
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- 4 - 

Meditate upon Ramas brother Bharata, 
on the Wisdom Goddess Sarasvati, 
on elephant-headed Ganesha 
who removes obstacles, 
on the wise planet Mercury, 
on Ramas brother Shatruyhna 
and the Gurus name. 

Knowledge, wisdom, grace and the fruit of Dharma 
will come to you on Wednesday. 

Wednesday is tke most auspicious day for tKose wko receive tkis 
verse. Most important is a recognition of tke planetary deity, in tkis 
case tkat of Mercury {BuJha), wkick rules tkis day. 

Wednesday relates to Mercurial matters like writing, 
communication, teacking, working witk ckildren, trade and 
commerce. Success in suck ventures is indicated. 


• 5 • 

Meditate on the benefic planet Jupiter, 
on the Guru, 
on Sita and Rama, 
into your mind bring the image 
of elephant-headed Ganesha 
who removes obstacles. 

On Thursday the Wisdom Goddess Sarasvati 
brings success: 

for you a treasure of good fortune will come. 

Tkursday is tke most auspicious day for tkose wko receive tkis 
verse. One skould call upon tke planet Jupiter (Briliaspaii), wkick 
rules tkis day, as well as tke otker deities, particularly tke Goddess 
Sarasvati wko gives wisdom. 

Tkursday relates to religion, education, creativity, ckildren and 
to keneficial gains of all types, wkick are now imminent. 


45 




1.1:6 

' 6 - 

On Friday meditate upon mighty Hanuman, 

Son of the Wind, on Lakshmana, 
on the beautiful planet Venus, 
on elephant-headed Canesha who removes obstacles, 
on the Wisdom Goddess Sarasvati, and the Guru. 
Your actions ufill bring glory. 

Your sincere efforts will succeed. 



Friday is tke most auspicious day for tkose wKo receive tliis verse. 
One skould meditate upon tke planet Venus {SUukra) and its 
presiding deity, along witk tke otker cosmic powers to ensure one’s 
success. 

Friday relates to art, occultism, keauty, tke affairs of women, 
relationskip and relaxation, wkick now are auspicious. 


“ 7 - 

On the day of difficult Saturn 
Concentrate your mind on Sita and Rama, 
on Hanuman, Son of the Wind, 
and on Ramas brother Lakshmana, 
who helps achieve your goal. 

Carefully do whatever you wish, 
your actions will turn out well each day. 

Saturday, ruled hy dark and malefic Saturn (Shani), is not an 
auspicious day. Only Ly concentrating on God in a form tkat is 
personal to us can we succeed, tkougk we may run into obstacles or 
our progress may be slow. Sucb concentration will bring us good 
fortune not only on Saturday, but on any day of tbe week. 






1.2:2 


' 1 - 

During noble King Dasharathas reign 
there was no sorrow, famine or plague. 

Every day was beautiful and full of light, 
the people lived in peace, 
and all the Kingdom of Kosala 
was f illed with joy. 

King Daskaratka ruled kis kingdom o( Kosala wiik enli gkt ened 
intelligence, compassion and rigkteousness. Only from suck a fatker 
could an avatar like Rama ke korn. 

A favorakle situation is indicated witk tke rigkt guidance and 
witk general good pronouncements. Suck a condition will ke tke 
foundation for great ackievements in tke future. A kappy new 
keginning is portrayed kut it represents tke fruits of many nokle 
deeds. 


- 2 - 

Bow down before the holy lotus feet 
of the two great Queens, 

Kausalya and Sumitra. 

Brahma, the Creator of the Universe, 
Vishnu, the Preserver, and Shiva, the Transformer, 
will aid you in all your endeavors. 


Tke two great queens will give kirtk to Rama (Kausalya) and kis 
krotkers Lakskmana and Skatrugkna (Sumitra). Tke feminine 
creative principle is lauded kere, wkick skould ke treated witk respect 
at tkis time and its grace sougkt for keginning our endeavors. 

Tkrougk tke Divine feminine power, tke favor of all tke Gods is 
gained. Tke tkird queen, Kaikeyi, is not konored as ske kecame tke 
cause of Rama's exile. 
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- 3 ' 

Driven by evil karma, 
the king while hunting deer, 
by mistake mortally wounded 
a young sage with his arrow. 

The sages parents, who could not survive without his help, 
uttered a curse that the king 
would suffer in regard to sons. 

Learning of the curse, 
the people of Kosala were distraught, 
fearing the calamities the curse could bring. 



PriJe and amLition from tke past have resulted in an unexpected 
wrong committed on an innocent and nohle party. This indicates an 
adverse reaction of fate, even if our present character is good. Great 
difficulties will come of it, which we must strive hard to mitigate hut 
cannot entirely avoid. Yet, if we worh to rectify them they can tahe 
us to a greater achievement than would have heen ours before our 
mistake. 


- 4 - 

The family guru Vasishta guided the king, 
when, though desiring a son, 
the king was unable to have one. 

The kings heart was filled with joy 
when he heard the prophecy 
that he would have an extraordinary heir. 


A great obstacle occurs, blocking what we want to accomplish. 
An unexpected way out of it is also found, which, however, will take 
some time to manifest. A sage or wise person, who has long heen 
known to us, can guide us to overcome these problems, hut requires 
help that only he can find. 



48 






1 . 2:7 


- 5 ' 

As advised by wise Vasishta, 

the skillful sage Rishishrinya was brought from a distant land 
to perform the proper rite to ensure the birth of a son. 

He presented the king the sacred elixir prepared at the rite, 
a special potion for the queens to drink. 

Such a sage s blessings 

are the root of all good fortune and success on Earth. 

VasisKta, ike family guru, required tke kelp of Riskiskringa, 
anotker sage, to perform tke proper rite. By drinking tke potion from 
tke ritual, tke tkree queens were akle to conceive. 

To ackieve our goals, special kelp is required, along witk tke 
klessings of our ordinary guides. To find suck a sage requires a searck 
in distant lands. Once ke is found, ke must ke given a free kand to 
do wkat ke tkinks is rigkt. By tke intervention of suck a special 
kelper, tke long sougkt-for goal can ke ackieved after all. 


- 6 - 

Lord Rama, the incarnation of Cod, 
was born to the beating of drums and blowing of conch shells. 

Rejoicing filled the air of the capital city Ayodhya. 

One will have a child who is an ocean of goodness and love. 

One will ackieve tke okject of one's desire. A great person or 
great idea will appear, wkick we skould follow out to tke end. Tkis is 
a cause for muck kappiness. Rejoicing is in order. We must konor 
tke new event witk tke appropriate celekration. 

- 7 - 

Meditate on Rama, Lakshmana, Bharata, andShatrughna, 
the four glorious sons of King Dasharatha; 
good fortune will be yours. 

This statement is declared with great faith. 

Rama was korn to Queen Kausalya, Bkarata to Queen Kaikeyi, 
Lakskmana and Skatrugkna to Queen Sumitra. If we recognize tke 
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Divine cKaracters anJ powers of tliese four princes in our life, we will 
prosper in every way. 

Important associates are coming to us, an alliance of friends and 
family tkat we need to ackieve our goal. Witk suck a convergence of 
forces, muck can ke ackieved in times to come. Great kelp is coming 


our way. 


Section 3 

Tke kappy ckildkood and early deeds of Rama commence. It 
indicates a similar early innocent and auspicious stage in any action 
or endeavor. Suck preparation, wkick often seems aimless or slow, 
is necessary in tke early stages of all ventures. 


In King Dasharathas palace 

the child Rama played with his dear brothers and friends. 

If you reflect upon their childhood sport, 
in every step you will find sweet joy. 

Our actions skould ke playful and innocent, like Rama as a ckild 
playing witk kis krotkers and friends. Tken we will ackieve wkat we 
want witkout special effort or purpose. Tkis skows tke first stage of 
all action in wkick tke mind kas not yet keen corrupted and tkerefore 
can find kappiness in everytking. Life, after all, skould ke a play of 
joy, not drudgery or aggression. 


' 2 - 

For Rama s boyhood Vedic rites, the shaving of his head, 
the placing of golden earrings on his ears, 
and the donning of the sacred thread, 
young girls sang melodious songs, 
proclaiming good fortune and sweet delight. 

Tke proper preliminary rituals and sacraments are necessary for 
our actions to ke successful. Suck practices skould ke done witk care 
and in tke rigkt order. Now is a time of kuilding tke rigkt foundation 
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for wkat we wisk to accomplisk in tke course of time, particularly 
tkrougk tke kuilJing of ckaracter. 


- *3 - 

Let your mind ever dwell on Rama 
along with his three brothers 
Bharata, Lakshmana andShatruyhna. 
Do your actions in pursuit of what is good 
and they will bring you 
what is auspicious and right 


Now action is at its early stage. Tke ri ght frame of mind is 
necessary for success in tke long run. It is a time of forming ri gkt 
intentions, wkick means connecting witk tke appropriate powers to 
guide and inspire us along tke way. Tkis is tke key to tke unfoldment 
of our patk. 


- 4 - 

Meditctte upon the warrior-sage Vishvamitra, 
on Rama and Lakshmana, 
and then take your journey. 

They will protect you. 

The bounty of Lakshmi, 
the Goddess of prosperity, 
will attend you 

and bring all success to your efforts. 


As activity commences, one needs a strong will and a strong 
guide, symkolized ky tke warrior-sage Viskvamitra. Life’s journey is 
full of dangers and kidden enemies tkat we must ke akle to overcome. 

Viskvamitra taugkt tke art of war to Rama and gave kim various 
magical weapons to overcome all difficulties. He took Rama and 
Laksk mana on a journey to tke city of Mitkila for tke winning of 
Sita. Along tke way tkey encountered various okstacles, kut notking 
could really okstruct Rama kecause tke Divine Will was working 
tkrougk kim. 
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' 5 “ 





In your heart worship the lotus feet of Rama, 
the Lord of compassion, 

the protector of the sages’ holy practices, then give up all fear. 

This action will protect you from all evil and sorrow. 

Divine grace is needed to overcome tKe ignorance and evil of tliis 
world wliick assails us on every side. Vislivamitra took Rama along 
witk kim, kecause only a Divine incarnation like Rama kad tke power 
to destroy tke various demons or negative forces wkick okstructcd 
tke sages in tkeir work for kumanity. In tkis particular instance, 
Rama destroyed tke evil sons of tke demon Taraka. Suck an inner 
Divine power is now needed to overcome tke demons inside ourselves 
and tke opponents wko may okstruct us outwardlv. 


- 6 - 

Opposing Lord Rama, the incarnation of God, 
a person suffers repeated birth and death, 
lives a useless life, and has an unhappy death. 
Filled with sin, like a demon, 
he is led to his own destruction. 


As directed ky Viskvamitra, Rama destroyed various demons wko 
came fortk to oppose kim. 

Anyone wko attempts to oppose tke Divine Will in kis actions 
will come to grief. We skould not do anytking tkat is kased upon 
self-assertion, arrogance or violence. However, if we skould contact 
evil people wko demonstrate suck negative attitudes, we skould know 
tkat tkey are creating tkeir own destruction. 


' 7 - 



Dwell on the lotus feet of Lord Rama who freed Ahalya, 
the wife of the sage Gautama, 
from her imprisonment in an image of stone. 

Let go of your worries, your difficulties will certainly end, 
and you will fulfill the yearnings of your heart. 
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Along kis journey Rama freed Akalya from ker curse. Tke grace 
of God is so strong it can free us from tke most difficult situations. 
Tkrougk it our inner wisdom, symkolized ky tke sage's wife, can ke 
released from tke stone of ignorance and materialism in wkick it is 
trapped. But for tkis to occur, we must open ourselves to tke Divine 
Will. Otkerwise, okstacles will arise tkat we cannot possikly overcome 
ky our own power. 


Section 4 

Tkis section deals witk Rama's winning of Sita, tke dau gkt er of 
King Janaka, king of Videka, as kis wife. It is auspicious, particularly 
for relationskip and partnerskip. 


- 1 - 

Most holy was the special ceremony through which a prince 
could prove himself worthy to become the husband 
of lovely Sita, the image of Divine beauty- 
Lord Rama easily accomplished this most arduous task- 
For marriage, victory, fame, and good fortune, 
this pronouncemejtt is auspicious. 

To kecome wortky of a wife like Sita, ker suitors kad to string 
tke all-powerful kow of Lord Skiva, wkick was enskrined in tke court 
of King J anaka, Sita's fatker. Tkis only an incarnation of God like 
Rama could do kecause Sita kerself was an incarnation of tke 
Goddess. Tke time is auspicious for suck miraculous deeds if tke 
Divine power of Rama is aroused witkin us. Tkis verse indicates tkat 
we will in time ackieve tke okject of our keart's desire. 


- 2 - 


Appearing resplendent in the royal assembly, 

Rama broke with ease mighty Shiva s bow. 

His friends acclaimed his glorious deed. 

His competitors bowed to his prowess. 

This image brings a great achievement beyond all expectation. 
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Rama not only liad tlie power to string tlie tow oi Stiva, wtict 
otters could not do, tis power was so great ttat in tending it, te 
troke tte tow. 

A great and astounding actievement is indicated ttrougt relying 
on our inner soul and Divine purpose. A miraculous or unexpected 
treaktkrougK occurs. TKis is extremely fortunate and sKould te a 
cause of great tappiness for ourselves and our friends. 


- 3 - 

The marriage of Ska and Rama, 
like that of the supreme God and Goddess of the Universe, 
nias the highest moment 
of earthly happiness and benediction, 
hrough such union great actions 
will be accomplished 
and all powers can be attained 

p,opo2"® to Sit. 

(o.ct r: 

te gained ttat fulfills our inmost dlsi ^ accomplistment can 

Acknowledgment for r U 

reward and recognition 1^?"^ ^‘'compligtments comes, wi^t 
rest of our lives and trings tt^ of triumpt to enjoy (or the 

it is also tte teginning of neC H possitle. Bn* 

^esponsitilities and new adventureS- 
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- 5 “ 

The cheering Cods rained flowers from the sky, 
drums resounded, and sweet music filled the air. 

"Hail Rama, lotus of the Sun of the solar dynasty, 
abode of prosperity and bliss!'* 

A Divine power or supreme ackievement manifests tkat we must 
konor and implement. A great ligkt illumines our kves. Botk 
keavenly and eartkly rejoicing are in order. We skould take delig t 
in tkis event, wkick is tke foundation of our destiny for tke rest o 
wkat we will attempt to do. 


- 6 ' 

King Janaka sent his messenger 
to convey the good news to King Dasharatha in Ayodhya. 
fanakas kingdom of Videha was filled with good portents, 
all wishes were fulfilled on that day. 

News of a great union or accompliskment goes fort i . 
migkt kenefit from it, particularly tkose wko kave e ^ 
akout. An expansive and creative time is klossoming t 
know a tout. Wtat tas teen accomplisteJ on a pers 
tecomes a matter of putlic recognition. 


- 7 - 

Kin^ Dasharatha arrived in the city of M 
for the marriage, appearing lil(^ 
on a full moon night. 

Like the watering mho opens 
its white blossom for the j ij u 

the people of Janaka s city hailed him mi 

f two great leaders or 

A great festivity occurs witk an alliance o j.gj;,eptive to tke 
powers from distant lands. Tke puklic is kappy 
new event. All alliances now emerge into tke open 
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Section 5 

Happy events are portrayed up to tke marriage of Rama and kis 
krotkers witk Sita and ker sisters. Tkese are naturally very 
auspicious. 

- 1 - 

At Rama's great victory, 
evil kings were filled with envy and jealousy. 

Like swans enthralled with delight, 
virtuous kings were overjoyed in their hearts. 

A great ackievement kas krougkt envy from inferior-minded 
people and adulation from tke wise. Tkougk lesser minds may feel 
jealousy, tkere is notking tkey can do. Tke victory of tke great man 
shines witk glory. 


- 2 - 

At that very moment 
in Havana's capital of Lanka, 
evil omens appeared everywhere. 

Repeated happenings 
of fear, death, grief, misery 
and destruction 

occurred in all parts of the city. 

At Rama's winning of Sita, kad omens appeared to Ravana, wko 
Will be their enemy. 

A new Divine power kas come fortk, wkick means tke forces of 
Ignorance must decline. E^l people are skown signs of tkeir downfall. 
Ihe wise read tkese signs kut tke ignorant are unakle to understand 
hem, tkougk tkey are disturked. Tkis omen is unfavorakle for 

^tion. An impending disaster is foretold for tkose wko oppose tke 
Divine Will. 
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- 3 - 

Like the two months of spring, 
the two Kings fanaka and Dasharatha 
happily greeted one another. 

Good omens were as abundant as trees in the forest. 

Good deeds were as abundant as fruit and flowers 
on the great forest trees. 

An alliance of great leaders occurs leading to creativity and 
renewal on many levels. It is favorable to begin new ventures with 
other people and to expand our field of activity. Like spring it is a 
time of natural growth and development. 

- 4 - 

The two kings greeted each other 
with sweet words like pollen passed between two bees. 

Like nectar and flowers in dazzling hues 
their conversation went back and forth. 

Good deeds appeared like blossoms on mango trees, 
and nightingales sang songs of newly awakened love. 

An important and bappy communication occurs, a time of 
barmony and mutual respect. Tbis image is favorable for alliances 
and friendship leading to great actions. Wisdom and skill come 
together for an important achievement. 


- 5 - 

Seeing Lord Rama, the Sun of the solar dynasty, rise, 
evil kings like owls left their perches to hide in the dark. 

It was as if Rama becoming as Shiva himself showed his might 
by breaking his own bow to vanguish arrogant men. 

The force of Truth has come into the open and tke powers of 
ignorance, must retreat. One is victorious and one s opponents must 
retire in fear and awe. The force of the Divine appears through one's 
decisive actions. 
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' 6 - 

The men and women of Mithila 
were delighted 

to see the four handsome sons of King Dasharatha. 

For Kings fanaka and Dasharatha, 
this was the moment of highest bliss. 

Great personages Kave come into tlie midst of ordinary people, 
wko are now atle to konor tkem. Tke kearts of common people are 
united witk tke nokle and tke wise kringing true kappiness and 
karmony into tke world. 


- 7 - 

Beneath a single pavilion the four sons of Dasharatha, 
dazzling images of beneficence, 
having found their complements, 
were married to the daughters of King fanaka. 

Both kings appeared 
as oceans of good karma. 

Unbounded happiness lapped 
upon the shores of their kingdoms. 

A great alliance occurs Letween two large groups and their 
representatives, bringing about a full integration of all forces and 
energies. Tbe fruit of good deeds is reaped and tbe foundation for 
lasting blessings established. Naturally this is very auspicious. 


Section 6 

niarriage concludes and King Dasharatha and bis four sons 
depart back to Ayodbya along with their new wives. Along tbe way 
tkey encounter Paraskurama, tke previous avatar of Visknu. Tke 
indications are of an okstacle tkat we must overcome in order to 
kenefit from wkat we kave already ackieved. 
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- 1 - 

Hearing of the marriage gifts 
that King fanaka gave, 
the Gods who rule 

the directions of space sighed in envy. 

This image foretells 

peace, abundance, and lasting fulfillment. 

Gifts and rewards are indicated following a great acliievement; a 
time of expansion and kappiness ky Divine grace. A keavenly assent 
comes to our action tkat everyone must admire. 


- 2 ' 

Each bride and bridegroom 
gazed at the other with love 
and found the fulfillment of their inmost hearts. 

Both families saw four dazzling couples, 
enchanted and delighted with each other. 

A great union Kas occurred, tringing atout a perfect Lalance of 
people and energies necessary for great accomplisKments in the 
future. Tke time is favoratle for partnerskip and for integration on 
all levels. 


- 3 - 

Their marriage accomplished, 

King Dasharatha with his sons and their new wives 
left the city of Mithila to return home. 

By the grace of Lord Shiva and the guru s blessing, 
many good omens appeared along the way. 

A kappy return kome is indicated after a great ackievement or 
alliance in a distant place. A successful journey is foretold. Yet, 
tkougk all appears to ke well and tke promise of good fortune is tkere, 
sometking unexpected and apparently dangerous is akout to kappen. 




1 . 6:4 

- 4 - 

Seeing fierce Parashurama, the enemy of kings, 
cross their path wielding Shiva s axe, 
the royal party was distressed. 

They stopped in fear, losing their composure. 

Paraskurama, tke sixtk incarnation of Visknu, was a great 
Brakmin warrior wko opposed tke Kskatriyas, tke warrior class. He 
was upset to know tkat Rama, tke seventk incarnation of Visknu, 
kailing from tke warrior class, already kad succeeded in kreaking 
Skiva's kow. 

His meeting tke royal party indicates an unexpected okstacle or 
opponent. However fearful or inimical tkis appears, we must 
recognize it as a potential ally tkat we must win over to our side for 
our work to ke successful. 



- 5 - 

Parashurama s eyes were red with wrath, 
his eyebrows arched, 

and he carried a frightful axe and bow ready in his hands. 

Seeing his form, fearful like Death, 
the heart of each of the travelers was filled with woe. 

A great opponent or okstacle looms dangerously kefore us, kut 
we must not ke intimidated or disturked. We must learn ko'w to 
overcome it and kenefit from tke ckallenge it poses. Tken it will add 
to our power. But we must ke careful and deal witk it properly, relying 
on tke Divine Trutk witkin us. 



- 6 - 

Offering to Lord Rama the bow he received from Vishnu, 
the Preserver of the Universe, Parashurama 
awakened to Divine love, gave his blessings. 

This indicates victory and good fortune. 
Parashurama accepted Rama as the incarnation of Cod, 
and returned from where he had come. 
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ParasKurama represents Divine wratk directed against evil and 
arrogant people. Rama represents Divine compassion given to 
kumLle and devoted people. Tke skift ketween tke two indicates a 
passage from tke stage of egoistic ignorance, wkick requires 
puniskment, to spiritual innocence tkat requires kelp and protection. 
Opponents now turn into friends. Great okstacles give way, and our 
patk opens akead clearly and witkout okstruction. 

- 7 “ 

The great city of Ayodhya was full of joy, 
drums beat forth, 

and young women sang melodiously. 

Flags and banners waved 
from the windows of every house. 

The gates of the city were adorned for the great welcome. 

A kappy return is imminent witk klessings for all. Festivities 
skould ke prepared. All indications are favorakle. We skould welcome 
tke new and auspicious turn of events witk tke proper rejoicing. 


Section 7 


TK 


is very 


e royal party returns 
favorakle and skows 


to Ayodkya for festivities, 
muck kappiness. 


Tk 


is section 


- 1 - 

Their hearts enthralled in blissful love, 
carrying the sacred lamps in their hands, 
full of joy, the gueens ran out to welcome 
the royal party as it returned. 

A great and kappy rendezvous is indicated, particularly for 
women and motkers. Cljiildren are returning witk great 
accompliskments or kaving keen married. Tkis image is good for 
meeting one's keart's desire. 
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- 2 - 

The queens bestowed wonderful gifts 
upon their sons and their new wives. 

Waving the holy lamps, they could not contain their joy 
to see the noble bridegrooms 
and their matching beautiful brides. 

The queens' attendants proclaimed 
the good fortune of the couples. 

Great gifts are given ty the feminine principle, which sanctions 
the alliances and achievements that have occurred, rendering them 
more propitious. A great accomplishment is now established in the 
home, which makes it stable and substantial. 

- 3 - 

All men and women of the city were enchanted: 
this is the root of all beneficence. 

The Gods sent down blossoms 
from Heaven as the sages chanted, 
and celestial music filled the air. 

A great welcome is given, not only from eartKly hut from 
heavenly realms, lauding a great success and bringing togetker tke 
hearts of all the people. All tke worlds are in harmony and good 
fortune is guaranteed. Tke meaning is that we must make people 
happy in order to he successful. 

- 4 - 

King Dasharatha returned to his capital city. 

The face of each person in town glowed with delight 
to hear the story ofSitas and Rama's marriage 
and the thrill of Rama's victory. 

This indicates success and good fortune. 

News of a great success has spread everywhere and its blessings 
have come to benefit all. People of all types find happiness in the 
great event which lights up their lives. Great achievements have now 
becom e common knowledge. 
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1 . 7:7 


- 5 - 

Comparable in their qualities, form and grace, 
each bride and bridegroom complemented the other. 

The king and his queens were ecstatic with jog. 

They prayed that they might receive 
the blessings of Lord Shiva. 

Tlie Kappy couples now in Ayodliya begin tbeir new lives togetber 
along with tbeir royal family. A new era is indicated with a whole new 
array of complementary forces. Sucb an appropriate balance of 
forces will be beneficial for a long time to come. Lord Sbiva is tbe 
Divine ruler of tbe universe whose guidance we must now seek. 


- 6 - 

Seeing King Dasharathas wealth and his family's fame, 
sages thrilled with joy proclaimed: 

“Today, King Dasharatha by his good karma has won 
the blessings of Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva, 
the Creator, Preserver and Destroyer of the Universe." 

A great achievement receives the sanction of the sages and the 
blessings of all the Divine powers, making it firm and lasting. One 
reaps the fruit of one's good karma relative to whatever positive 
endeavor one is pursuing. 


- 7 - 

This last verse of the first section 
grants all the bliss-filled indications foretold above, 
because Gods, sages, cows and the sacred Ganga river 
are thrilled with deepest love 
at the marriage of Rama and Sita. 


The pinnacle of good fortune and blessings arise from the union 
of Rama and Sita, the Divine masculine and feminine principles. 
The good and the virtuous are honored, bringing about lasting good 
fortune. If we venerate these higher powers, such blessings will e 
ours. 
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chapter 2 


Tke story of Rama's life continues witk tke announcement to 
make kim Crown Prince of Kosala. Tke ancient Hindu practice was 
to install tke eldest son of a King as ^(^va Raja or young king after 
ke reacked tke appropriate age. Tkis is a little more tkan Crown 
Prince in European practice, as it does make kim officially king. 

Section 1 

Tkis section deals witk tke kaniskment of Rama wkick was 
krougkt akout ky kis stepmotker Kaikeyi. Queen Kaikeyi once saved 
ker kuskand's. King Daskaratka's life in kattle. In return tke king 
granted ker a koon tkat ke would do wkatever ske wanted, wken ske 
asked it of kim. Kaikeyi's maid servant, Mantkra, convinced tke 
queen tkat ker son Bkarata skould ke king, not Rama. So Kaikeyi 
insisted tkat tke King, to konor kis promise, fulfill ker wisk and 
make Bkarata king instead of Rama, even tkougk Bkarata kimself 
was loyal to Rama and did not wisk tke tkrone. Tkerefore tke 
indications of tkis section are generally not very favorakle. 

- 1 - 

It was declared that Rama 
would be installed as Crown Prince. 

All people praised the city of Ayodhya s yreat fortune. 

Such a good and wondrous event 
foretells wealth, success and happiness. 

A. great destiny is indicated and all looks well to ackieve it. ^X^^kile 
tkere will ke unexpected troukle and muck delay in kringing it akout, 
tke time is one of rejoicing in tkis promise tkat must eventually ke 
fulfilled. 
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- 2 - 

Impelled by delusion and the needs of the Gods, 

Queen Kaikeyi was aroused 
to jealousy for her son. 

Her scheming maidservant Manthara plotted 
to use the queen to prevent Rama 
from becoming Crown Prince. 

By arousing jealousy anJ amtition, an evil scheming person is 
trying to use someone to fulfill kis own aims. We skoulJ ke wary of 
cunning people wko are kound to cause harm to those who kelieve 
in them. The power of deceitful people is growing and is a cause of 
alarm for the wise. 


- 3 - 

Queen Kaikeyi demanded 
the banishment of Rama 
to the forest for fourteen years. 

Of all bad omens this is the worst. 

It is the summit 
of unjust and cruel actions, 
and brought the curse 
of great misfortune upon everyone. 

Rama was compelleJ to give up the throne hy request of his 
father, the king, who had to honor the boon he had granted Queen 
Kaikeyi. Such was the emphasis on Dharma in those times that a 
king would honor a promise, however difficult it was, and a son would 
honor his father's wishes, however much trouble these might cause. 

This event shows a travesty of justice owing to jealousy and 
resentment. The true leader must step down. The proper 
development is thwarted. The influence of evil people cannot he 
averted. The only alternative is to accept the adverse fate and develop 
our inner life, leaving the world to its course. While this is most 
unfortunate, there is nothing else that can he done. 
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- 4 - 

All the people of the city of Ayodhya, 
like Ramas own family, 
were stricken with grief 
to know that Rama would be sent away. 

The two queens, Kaushalya and Sumitra, 
and the elderly King Dasharatha 
were plunged into deep sadness. 

This image shows that evil-minded people 
now bring suffering and destruction. 

An unjust decision, tKat no one kas tke power to avert, leads to 
great loss and suffering. Tkere is notking we can do kut to kear our 
sadness. It is a time wken inferior people kave power and work tkeir 
karm upon tke world. We must witkdraw and persevere until ketter 
times arrive. 


- 5 - 

Rama, Sita and Lakshmana 
left Ayodhya for the forest. 

It is the root of all misfortune 
when Gods people are sent away. 

Those responsible for this deed 
will face anguish and sorrow, 
and must eventually repent. 

Time will bring them 
the bitter fruit of their evil karma. 

Wise and rigkteous people kave keen made to leave. Tkis cannot 
ke tke sign of anytking good. Witkout tkeir guid ance and kiessing 
notking keneficial can ke accomplisked. Tke times are suck tkat tke 
real rulers must depart and tkose of inferior motives kave tke power 
of decisipn in tke world. Tkose wko perpetrate suck evil actions are 
kound to suffer in time. 
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- 6 ' 

The exiled party first took rest 
near the sacred Ganya river, 
where a forest chieftain 
served them with love and care. 

This sign is both good and bad. 
Happiness and sorrow are often mixed 
and one turns into the other. 


In tKe midst of our misfortun© tliere is a sudden and temporary 
turn of good fortune. After we Kave Leen Llamed falsely by those 
close to us, a stranger comes to befriend us. Our misfortune brings 
us kelp and care, and opens a new avenue of action tbougk not in 
tke direction we bad originally intended. 


- 7 - 

Sita, Rama andLakshmana bathed 
in the sacred water of the holy site of Prayag, 
where the holy Ganga and Yamuna rivers unite. 

Then they crossed the forest 
and continued on their journey. 

Blessed is the company of the wise: 
to see them is a good omen that must bear fruit. 

Rama, Sita and Laksbmana came to tke sacred site of Prayag 
wkere tke Ganga and Yamuna converge. Tkere tkey met many saints 
and sages wko frequented tke site. 

is of religious blessing and instruction to kelp us 
along a difficult journey. If we bold to our principles in life, even if 
we kave to suffer at tke bands of tke world, we are brought in contact 
witk sages whose guidance lifts us up to a higher perspective. 
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Section 2 

Sita anJ Rama at tkis stage of tke story perform spiritual 
practices in tke forest, along witk great sages and yogis. Wkile tkis 
skows great inner kenefits, tkere is little kope of outer gain or 
recognition. Suck is often tke case in life. It is generally suffering 
tkat causes us to seek spiritual development. 


- 1 - 

Sita, Rama,and Lakshmanas forms 
turned ethereal due to their yogic practices. 

They donned the dress of hermits 
and shined with light 
This indicates success 
for pilgrimage, rituals, 
mantras andyogic practices. 

Tke situation is auspicious for seriously engaging in all spiritual 
practices. We are now prepared to do so and can ke effective. However, 
tkere is no kope for ordinary worldly goals, wkick skould not even 
concern us now. All energy skould ke directed witkin. 


- 2 - 

Rama, Lakshmana and Sita 
bathed in the Yamuna s fresh blue water. 

Seeing good signs all around, they traveled on. 

Lord Rama destroyed the demons 
who obstructed the sages in their work. 

A time of pilgrimage and katking in sacred waters is indicated. 
Tke Yamuna river generally signifies devotion. A great leader or 
power arrives wkick can remove all tke okstacles and negative forces 
tkat okstruct us. Our way akead gradually opens up. Outer 
difficulties lead to inner klessings. 




11 . 2:3 
- 3 - 


Without Rama, the people of the city 
of Ayodhya were filled with sorrow. 

Lost in yrief and distress they could accomplish little. 
Cod has turned against us, they cried out in pain. 
They would rather die than suffer such a fate. 



The right spiritual guidance or right leadership is not available 
for the common people, who must suffer because of it. Such 
suffering, however hard to endure, is beneficial in purifying the heart 
and will in time bring the return of the wise. Yet for now it is indeed 


4 ' 

If you bring to mind the image of the Divine travelers, 

Sita, Rama and Lakshmana wandering through the forest, 
the hardest paths become easy to tread. 

This indication will allow you to achieve your goal. 

Goa i, .lw.y. l^velmg „„ ,1.. lif.. If 
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.nd.c.lea. Ikongk .1 1. 

- 5 - 
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- 6 - 

From their forest hermitages, saints and sages 
came to meet Lord Rama, 
enraptured to earn the fruit of their good karma 
and see God incarnate in human form. 

One will meet with enlightened sages 
and with them gain fulfillment of all ones needs. 

Divine grace is present for us at tkis time in our spiritual searck. 
We skoulJ seek it out and try to kenefit from it as muck as possikle. 
Special guidance will come as we open to tkis grace. Tke time is 
favorakle for learning and all educational ventures. 


- 7 - 

Rama, Sun of the solar dynasty, 
made a hermitage at the sacred hill of Chitrakuta, 
on the bank of the river Payasvini. 

This image grants all fulfillment for rituals, 
mantras and meditation. 

A place of kermitage kas keen reacked keyond tke troukles of 
tke world; wkere one's inner life can unfold witk tke proper guidance. 
Tkis is good for starting a meditation practice. It i§ also favorakle 
for creative endeavors, relaxation, rest and kealing. 


Section 3 


Rama continues kis retreat wkile tke sufferings in Ayodkya grow 
and reack tkeir climax witk tke deatk of tke king, Rama s fatker. 
Tkis skows one's consciousness turning inward to deal witk outer 
adversity. 
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- 1 “ 

Rama, the crest jewel of the solar dynasty, 
came to live near the holy river Payasvini. 
For hermits, yogis and sages, 
for the enlightened this is the best of images. 



For tlie soul immersecl in spiritual practices or various ^ood 
works, tke appropriate kelp and recognition come naturally. Tkis 
indicates tkat one will receive klessings and meet witk a great person 
wko will kelp one along one's patk. It is a favorakle time for spiritual 
practices. 


- 2 - 

Trees and vines bore abundant fruit, 
the Earth turned soft to walk on, 
streams flowed cool and clear. 

Beholding Rama, the image of all beneficence, 
the forest people, birds and deer were ecstatic 

Our inner Nature unfolds in tke presence of God. Our tliougkts, 
feelings and impressions take on a spiritual keauty. In tke presence 
of a great person, ordinary people kecome kappy and grow in 
character and knowledge. Tkis image is one of good fortune, peace, 
contentment, and karmony witk tke world of nature 

- 3 - 

Sita planted vines and trees. 

Caring for each with her own hands, they grew rapidly. 

This image shows abundant produce 
and rich crops for those who cultivate them. 


Sita, as tke daugkter of tke Eartk Goddess gives success in all 
aspects of plants, kerks and farming. But tke verse can also ke taken 
as a metapkor. We skould cultivate our affairs like tending a garden. 
Now is a favorakle time for planting new endeavors, wkick will ke 
successful if we tend to tkem properly. Tkis is particul arly true of 
those wko in some way work witk plants or nature. 
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- 4 - 

Sumantra, the charioteer, drove his chariot back to Ayodhya. 

His horses neighed in sorrow as they turned away to the east 
As they looked in vain for Ayodhyas Lord Rama, 

the hearts of the forest dwellers were weighed down with grief 

Contact witk a LeloveJ one is now lost. Tkere is no longer any 
kope of return. Long separation must ensue. One must accept tke 
painful situation as kest as possikle, knowing tkat grief can purify 
tke keart. 

- 5 - 

Sumantra was steeped in anguish. 

Reaching Ayodhya he met with evil signs. 

Hearing the news that Rama was living far away, 
the noble King Dasharatha swooned in grief 
and then prayed for his own death. 

Grief anJ separation are indicated and tke will to live is 
weakened. Tragic events are akout to unfold. Tke sorrow of life is 
now kaving its kour. An important person is on tke verge of deatk 
or destruction krougkt akout ky events keyond kis control. 


' 6 ' 


Crying, **Rama! Rama! Sita^Ramar 
King Dasharatha took refuge in his son. 
Keep your mind f ixed on Sita and Rama alone: 
no other hope or way remains. 


All worldly activities and tkeir enticements kave krougkt 
disappointment and are now falling off. Tke only way forward is to 
take refuge in God and move keyond tke world and its sorrows. 
Tkougk tke situation appears kleak, an inner patk is opening up to 
take us out of external adversity, kut we must ke mindful or we s kaU 
miss it. 
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“ 7 - 

Longing for his exiled son Rama, 

King Dasharathas death was sacred 
beyond even that of great sages. 

Love nurtures such a death, 
like a tree gaining strength from abundant water. 



Fixing kis mind entirely on Rama, tke incarnation of God, tke 
misery of tke King's deatk turned into joy. Out of tke greatest sorrow 
comes tke supreme deligkt. Love for a good or koly person, even if 
we cannot come into pkysical contact witk tkem, redeems us. A 
difficult situation is indicated tkat can only ke overcome tkrougk love. 


Section 4 

Starting in tke fourtk and middle section, tke main ckaracters 
of tke story are lauded, along witk an explanation of tke fruit gained 
ky worskipping tkem. It is generally quite auspicious. 

- 1 - 

Concentrate your mind on the monkey-warrior Hanuman 
courageous and strong, beloved of Rama, son of the Wind. 

You can begin all works, whether difficult or easy 
Without doubt success lies in your hands. 

Tke key to success in any work is to kave tke attitude of 
Hanuman, tke devoted servant of tke Divine. Suck an attitude 
grants mastery over our life-energy, making little or great tkings easy 
to accomplisk. Suck zeal, vitality and faitkfulness will allow us to 
ackieve our goal. 


' 2 - 


Bow down in your heart to the holy feet of Shatrughna, 
the famous prince and destroyer of enemies. 

This sign brings success in conflicts, 
legal ventures, and government affairs. 
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Skatruglina grants success in all conflicts and disputes. Tkis 
indicates tkat tkose wko oppose us cannot succeed. Tkose suffering 
difficulties or opposition will overcome tkem if tkey receive tkis verse, 
kut tkey need to look to tke Divine power of grace to ensure tkis 
result. 

- 3 - 

If you need a sure indication of a loyal brother, 
helper and friend, let your heart in devotion dwell 
on the name of Bharata and his Divine qualities. 

A loyal friend is tkere to kelp us, or we ourselves may kave to 
function in tkat role for anotker. Tke attitude of tke kelpful and 
kumkle friend is required at tkis time and allows us to overcome 
adversity. 


- 4 - 

Easy to serve, mighty and wise, 
the abode of all things auspicious, 
compassionate and wise, 

as a gesture to win the grace of all your superiors, 
bow down to Lord Rama in your mind. 

All true autkority comes from God. Recognizing tke Divine 
ruler, all otker rulers or people in positions of power must respond 
to us or tkey lose tkeir sanction to rule, if we follow God, tke world 
and its leaders must follow us. 

- 5 - 

The abode of all virtue, splendor and grace, 
in whom all beneficence lies, dwell in deep reverence 
on beautiful Sita who grants 
the highest bliss for faithful women. 

One skould meditate upon Sita and seek to emkody ker qualities 
of faitk, receptivity and loving care* For women tkis indication is 
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particularly auspicious anJ sliows tKat tke grace of tKe Divine 
Molker is witk tkem and tkat tkeir wiskes can Le fulfilled. 

- 6 - 

Bring into your heart the image of handsome and fair Lakshmana, 
who holds his bow and arrows that strike all targets, 
and then do your work. 

This image will bring glory, clarity of mind and joy. 

We must Le focused on our goal and tke skills necessary to 
ackieve it. Lakskmana, wko represents skill and intelligence, grants 
tkis power to kis devotees and will kelp us accomplisk all tkat is rigkt 
and proper for us to do. 

' 7 - 

Those who with love and faith surrender 
to the holy Name of Lord Rama, 
through the Name alone attain all that they need. 

Tke Divine Name fulfills all wiskes. It is tke ultimate word of 
command tkat gets all tkings done, tke supreme communication, 
and tke kappiest exclamation, if one rememLers it, one will always 
prosper. Tkis is to see tke Divine presence everywkere. 


Section 5 


Returning to tlie story: Rama's trotker Bkarata returns to 
Ayodk ya to learn tke great sin kis motker committed in kanisking 
Rama, and also tkat kis fatker died. Tken Bkarata went to 
Ckitrakuta to give tke tkrone Lack to Rama. Tkis skows 
misunderstandings and misjudgments tkat cannot Le entirely 
overcome. 
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- 1 ' 

Called by the family guru Vasishta, 
when he returned to Ayodhya, 

Bharata found the people of the city sad, 
and the women distraught 
With tears flowing 

from his brother Shatrughnas and his own eyes, 
he thought, ^the Creator has turnedevil.^ 

We return to (inJ great sorrow anJ calamity, a great reversal 
from good fortune to misery. It appears that fate or even God 
has turned evil. We must find the cause of this difficulty; 
gradually through hard worh the situation can he improved. We 
ourselves will have to take much effort and initiative in 
correcting it. 


• 2 - 

King Dasharatha died. 

Lord Rama retired into the forest. 
The city of Ayodhya was like an orphan. 
Ringing his hands, 

Bharata clasped his forehead 
and wept 
at the vile deed 
of his mother, Queen Kaikeyi. 


Someone close to us has wrongly tried to advance us an 
committed harm on another person whom we love and upon 
whom we would wish no harm. This casts a shadow on us 
and puts us in a very difficult position, in which there is 
much grief and misunderstanding. We must hold to the one 
on whom our keart is fixed and eventually these 
misunderstandings will he resolved and our reputation will 
he cleared. 
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- 3 - 

Bharata performed his fathers cremation rites. 

With all the people of the country filled with sadness, 
lonyiny for Rama with deep anguish, 

Bharata left for the forest of Chitrakuta 
to meet with Rama and offer him back the throne. 

The people of Ayodhya followed after him 
also seeking to meet with Rama. 

An konor kas keen given to us tkat we do not deserve, or even 
want, and wkick deprives tke rigktful party of its true position. 
Tkere is no ckoice kut for us to give it up and offer it kack to its 
proper recipient, kowever muck time and effort tkis task may take. 
As tkis is our inclination, suck sacrifice will kring great good 
fortune. 


- 4 - 

Bharata s heart was filled with joy 
to meet his beloved brother Rama again. 

But at the death of his father, the king, 

Rama was also deeply saddened. 

The crowd was perplexed hearing the words 
spoken between Bharata and Rama. 

Bkarata came to meet Rama and request tkat ke 
come kack to Ayodkya and ke king. Rama, kowever, was 
unwilling to rescind tke vow ke gave, wkick was to 
complete kis exile according to kis fatker's request. 

A meeting ketween a loyal friend and kelper and a 
great person or leader is indicated in times of confusion. 
Tkougk a karmony of minds can ke ackieved, it will take 
muck time for outward difficulties to ke resolved. 
Complexities keyond tke power of eitker party cause tkis 
delay and tke situation is kard to understand. 
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- 5 - 

Having received Ramas sandals to install on the throne, 
along with Rama s guidance and blessing, 
bowing their heads to Ramas holy feet with heavy hearts, 
the grief-filledpeople of Ayodhya and Bharata 
sadly prepared to return home. 

Rama agreed to let Bkarata put Rama*s sandals on tke tkrone 
to ke konored as king until Rama*s term of exile was fulfilled. Tkis 
means tkat even tkougk tke true ruler cannot kave power, one can 
govern in kis name and maintain tke rule of rigkteousness until tke 
situation can ke rectified. It is an unusual situation kut one tkat will 
give success in tke long run. 


- 6 - 

Bharata s upholding of the Dharma, his self-discipline, 
and great austerity, his steadfast love 
at the lotus feet of the Lord: 

Bear these in mind and gather strength. 

By rituals and mantras your heart will gain peace. 

A service like tkat of Bkarata is indicated, for wkick great 
patience and devotion are required. Additional spiritual disciplines 
are necessary to instill tkese qualities witkin us. By self-sacrifice we 
will gain peace and our work will gradually ke accomplisked. 

- 7 - 

Lord Rama with Sita and Lakshmana 
forever lives at the hermitage of Chitrakuta. 

He grants the wishes of those 
who take refuge in his holy Name. 

Tke Divine witkin us is ever in kermitage, in solitude, peace and 
contemplation. Tkrougk taking refuge in tke Divine Name, we can 
ever come to tkis place, wkick is, after all, our true kome. Tkis line 
is favorakle for tkose wko kave devotion, wkatever tkey may do. 
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Section 0 

Rama leaves tke hermitage of Chitrahuta to go deeper into the 
forest. A deeper stage of practice and renunciation is indicated. 
External action and communication are no longer possible. 

- 1 - 

Pure was the water of Payasvini river, 
beautiful the forests, peaceful the mountain peak. 

It bore no charm for those attached to the world, 
but for the detached, Chitrakuta was enchanting. 

The happy hermitage continues, having been temporarily disturbed 
by worldly concerns. A time of deep spiritual practice is indicated, 
otherwise the time and place do not offer outer fulfillments. 

- 2 - 

On the silvery rocks of the river Mandakini 
Sita and Rama forever dwell in playful love. 

Sacred to devotees of Rama, 
this place sparks the bliss of devotion. 

Devotion, retreat in Nature, contemplation and happiness are 
available for those who truly seek them at this time. A very happy 
and leisurely state of affairs is indicated, characterized by love. 

' 3 - 

Co to the sacred site of Chitrakuta. 

You will receive the blessings of Sita and Rama 
and gain much for little effort. 

This indication destroys all sorrow. 

Divine grace and devotion are available and can overcome all 
sorrow. But we have to make the effort to get this. Then all will he 
well. An important place of pilgrimage or retreat is available to help 
us along our way. 
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- 4 - 

Anasuya, the wife of the seer Atri, 
gave as celestial gifts to Sita wonderful jewels and dresses, 
when she learned that they would travel deeper into the forest. 
Lord Ramas grace will give you joy and peace, 
and take away all the sorrows of your life. 

Favor from a woman sage or wisewoman is indicated to 
strengtken tke feminine principle witkin us. Gifts are given to 
prepare us for deeper practices and greater trials tkat lie akead. Tke 
grace of God krings all tkese aids as needed. 

“ 5 “ 

As the three travelers moved from Chitrakuta 
they encountered various evil omens, 

A crow attacked Sita s feet, 
the demon Viradha had to be killed, 
and the holy sage Sharabhanga left his body. 

Such events indicate loss, bad karma and misfortune. 

Going into deeper practices often krings greater okstacles. To 
find tke ligkt one must penetrate tkrougk tke keart of darkness. 
Suck difficulties are occurring now to lead us to a greater 
understanding. We must learn to face tkem and go keyond tkem, 
tkougk tke present difficult situation itself cannot ke ckanged 
immediately. 


- 6 - 

The sages kept the holy company of Lord Rama, 
the incarnation of God. 

This is an image of wondrous bliss. 

Sages assemble when Sita and Rama 
draw them together according to their gracious will, 

Tke presence of tke Divine masculine and feminine powers 
pontaneously draws togetker all tke appropriate guidance. 1 ke sages 
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come togetlier Ly tke Will of God tound in tkeir kearts ky devotion. 
Tkis is favorakle for communication, learning, writing or teacking. 

“ 7 - 

Sita, Rama and Lakshmana 
met the venerable ancient seer Agastya 
in their travels to the south. 

The company of the wise brings joy: 
seeing the three holy wanderers 
the yearnings of the heart are naturally fulfilled. 

In our journey to a far region, a new sage and guide is discovered 
wko grants great klessings and imparts special advice. One skould 
kenefit from tkis meeting and searck out tke way to go fartker. Our 
travel takes a new and auspicious turn. 


Section 7 

Rama’s and Sita's kappy kermitage at tke forest of Panckavati 
in tke soutk of India is portrayed. It skows deepening inner growtk 
and continuing general retreat from outer concerns. 

- 1 - 

Heeding the sage Agastyas advice, 

Rama went to live in the forest of Panchavati. 

As his holy feet walked through the woods, 
everything became beautiful 
and the very ground became sacred. 

Rama set up a new kermitage in tke more remote soutkern area 
of Panckavati at tke advice of tke sage Agastya. Tke time is favorakle 
for one to go deeper into spiritual practices or into one's work or 
researck. A pleasant and supportive atmospkere exists to sustain one 
in tkis kind of preparation. 
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- 2 “ 

Rivers and lakes turned sparkling cool, 
colorful lotuses bloomed in lovely ponds. 

This image indicates happy times, 
and gives cordial bonds between the ruler and his people. 

A time of Kappiness, ease, relaxation and meditation is indicated, 
along witK pleasant and fiappy communication. All tliis occurs 
because of our inner aspiration, symLolized Ly Rama engaged in deep 
practices. 


- 3 ' 

Cool, fragrant, and gentle turned the breeze. 

Flowers blossomed abundantly on trees and vines. 

The birds, bees and animals played contentedly, 
as the two valiant princes guarded the sacred ground. 

A sacred space of love, creativity and meditation has heen created 
owing to the power^of Divine protection. One should enjoy and 
benefit from this opportunity which brings about the unfoldment of 
creative and spiritual powers. Vigilance is required within a happy 
setting. 

- 4 - 

The Godavari river was a treasure chest of bliss, 
with the forest green and fragrant all year round. 

Merciful Rama granted his protection. 

The sages lived peacefully without fear, 
in austerity and meditation. 

A happy period of inner work, creative growth and spiritu^ 
practice is indicated. This requires retirement from the wor an 
being inaccessible to the forces of disturbance through the protection 
of devotion to God. This is favorable for all inner work. 
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• 5 - 

Rama met fatayu, the great eagle, 
and both their hearts were filled with bliss. 

The servant gained a gracious Lord, 
the Lord gained a faithful servant in return. 

An alliance of a strong person occurs witk a strong 
kelper or servant wko is akle to travel far. Tkis will ke tke 
kasis of important kelp in tke future. Suck an alliance 
skould ke a source of kappiness for kotk parties. 

• 6 - 

The children of the sages recited the holy scriptures, 
and taught the precepts. 

This image brings the highest knowledge available 
and places it within your reach. 

The time is one of studying, learning and teaching, not just 
of a speculative nature hut of wisdom to put into practice in 
our lives. There is a great opportunity for learning and inner 
gro\tdh, of which we should take advantage of. This is 
particularly true in the case of children. 

- 7 - 

Sita nurtured tender mango trees with her own hands. 

This last verse of the second section 
brings rain and the yield of crops increases. 

Sita, the creative principle, brings about the growth of 
our inner nature and its plants of healing, creativity and 
devotion. The blessings of the Earth, both outwardly and 
inwardly, come through her, indicating success with food, 
plants, healing and the growth of our inner wishes. But 
these take their own time to fructify and we must he patient. 
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Tke indications in tkis ckapter tend to ke unfavorakle kecause 
it deals witk events tkat lead up to tke akduction of Sita. It skows 
tke difficulties tkat we must encounter in life wken we emkark on 
any demanding work or practice. 


Section 1 

During kis exile in tke forest Rama meets witk Skurpanakka, 
tke sister of tke evil king Ravana. Tkis skows an initial contact witk 
evil forces and victory over tkem, kut a victory tkat will lead to greater 
ckallenges and conflicts. 


1 - 


The Dandaka forest was freed from a curse 
when it received the grace of Lord Rama s feet. 
This image indicates that sins are forgiven, 
drought-stricken lands yield crops, 
and a beggar can turn into a king. 


I 


A major transformation from kad to good occurs owing to 
contact witk Divine forces. Tke level on wkick tke transformation 
kappens depends upon tke nature of our question. We skould take 
advantage of tkis auspicious possikility. 
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“ 2 - 

Disguised in form, filled with lust, 
the demon hag Shurpanakha appeared 
like a beautiful young maiden and coyly approached Rama, 
hoping to win his affection. 

This is a bad omen. 

A cunning, vile and deceitful person 
has come who will bring misfortune. 


We are exposed to cunning and deceit tkat wants to lure us into 
its grasp tkrougk assuming a form tkat is attractive to us. We skould 
ke careful and avoid kelieving in any enticements. But even if we 
refuse, we will kecome tke target of wratk and tkose seeking to seduce 
us may try to karm us for not falling into tkeir games. 


~ 3 - 

Writhing in anguish 

after Lakshmana cut off her ears and nose, 

Shurpanakha returned to her ugly demonic form. 

This is a bad omen like getting entangled in thorns 
or falling into a pit. The wise do not take any action. 

Tke power of evil kas keen exposed. We can see its danger. We 
skould not take any action tkat wou Id draw us into involvement witk 
it. Tkis verse also indicates tkat wkat we kave keen seeking may not 
ke wkat it appears, kut is a danger to ke avoided. Tkere are many 
okstacles now and tke time is not favorakle to attempt anytking. 


When Khara and Dushana, cousins of Havana, 
saw his sister Shurpanakha insulted and disfigured, 
they brought their armies to the forest to attack Lord Rama. 

This bad omen brings anguish, suffering, loss and destruction. 

Any action taken out of revenge or to gain vindication would ke 
wrong at tkis point. An attack is indicated kut it will not ke 
successful; on tke contrary, it will kring calamity to tkose wko 
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perpetrate it. if we are in tKe rigkt, we can expect fierce opposition, 
Lut it can he overcome. 

' 5 - 

Crows cawed ominously in desolate fields, 
howling jackals proclaimed an unhappy death. 

The demon armies were caught in a net of destruction. 

They were drunk with vanity and the pride of power 
and did not see their coming demise, 

Tke forces of ignorance and pride tring about tkeir own demise 
tkrougk tkeir intemperate action. No kelp skould given to tkerr^ we 
must allow tkem to negate tkemselves. Tkis means tkat anyt ing 
done out of arrogance and power will now meet witk destruction. 
One must ke extremely cautious and kumkle. 

*’ 6 - 

Ramas wrath was like a tempestuous fire. 

The demon hordes were like moths in the wind, 
they rose to fight, then burned and died. 

All were turned to ashes and not a single one was spared. 

TKe force of trutK acts to destroy tKe powers of falseKood, 
resist to tKe end. TKose wKo Kold to trutK are exa te . ose w 
Kold to ignorance and pride are destroyed. WKicK side we are on 
depends upon wKere our Keart lies. 

- 7 - 

Lord Rama abides in victory 
with Sita and Lakshmana by his side. 

The Gods in rapture rain flowers from Heaven. 

This image indicates victory and deliverance. 

Rama, tKe force of trutK, ever wins, along witK Sita, tKe Kealing 
power of love, and LaKsKmana, tKe ligKt of discrimination. 1 hose 
wKo ally tKemselves witK tliem gain all tKe glory of tKe universe. A 
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great victory is indicated Lut it is only the beginning of a greater 
conflict. 


Section 2 

Sku^anahha, Ravana's sister, returns to Lanha and convinces 
her brother to seek revenge for her disfigurement hy abducting 
Ramas wife. The seed of the war between Rama and Ravana was 

planted and began to sprout. Such events naturally are not very 
auspicious. 


Fonij thousand demon warriors were slain by Rama 
after they attacked him in the forest. 

Shurpanakha brought a dismal death upon her kinsmen. 

She then proceeded to Lanka 
to notify her brother of the unfortunate events. 

Ill omens turn into a deep pit of calamity. 

or an '"fluence that we have overcome with great difficulty, 

further^ us 

to deal Jh r”? .rf r P-P*-'- “-selves 

deal with It and all the problems it is bound to create. 

- 2 - 

aving come to Ravana's court with her ears and nose cut off, 
ugly in form, her dress stained with blood 
and her face deathly pale, 

Shurpanakha cried bitterly in sorrow: 

O brother! Mother!Sons! 

Look what has become of me 
ut the hands of Rama and Lakshmana. ” 

Coil ;l‘'' o' 

- hey are really looking for revenge. Anyone who is taken 
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in Ly tkeir sympatliic pleas is only creating Kis own defeat Lecause 
tke cause of suck people is vain, not rigkteous. 

- 3 - 

Shurpanakha appeared as dark as the night, 
the very image of death, 
like Kali, the Coddess of destruction, 
blazing fearful and terrible. 

Havana could not recognize his sister. 

His attendants looked at her confused and amazed. 

A great evil or negative force appears, distorting everytking and 
putting us into a state of confusion. We skould not ke deceived ky 
it or drawn into action, tkougk it may involve tkose close to us, kut 
skould kide our time. Wkatever we are drawn into doing now would 
ke disastrous. 


• 4 - 

More evil than sin itself she stood, 
holding all the darkness of the world in her heart. 

Like malefic Saturn s transit of the Moon, 
causing harm to all people high and low, 

Shurpanakha aroused Havana to seek revenge. 

Saturn circles tke zodiac every tkirty years. During tkis time it 
affects tke natal Moon of a person (tke position of tke Moon in tkeir 
kirtk koroscope) for a period of seven-and-a-kalf years. Tkis is called 
SaJesati in \fedic astrology and is generally a difficult period. 

Tkis verse skows Saturnine adversity. Tke forces of ignorance, 
selfiskness and envy kave tke upper kand, and encourage people to 
vengeful action. Tke wise do not get misled in tkese circumstances, 
kut tke ignorant and proud will not kesitate to use tke opportunity 
to promote tkemselves. 
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Havana was obstinate in his resolve to gain revenge, 
though bad omens surrounded him. 
Compelled by death, he ignored them. 

He met with his uncle Maricha 
who had magic powers of illusion, 
and with him hatched a plot to abduct Sita by deceit. 




Vain and self-rigkteous people plot revenge for wkat is really only 
tke necessary kumLling of tkeir pride. An evil plot is formed witli 
great power and cunning, an alliance of strong and intelligent people 
following tke wrong motives. One cannot avoid tkis calamity 
altogetker, tkougk its evil effects will eventually ke countered. One 
skould ke wary of deception and not ke naive akout anytking. 

- 6 - 

Maricha knew his death to be certain, 
by Havana if he refused to help him, 
and by Lord Hama if he did. 

By a clever magic power Maricha then assumed 
the form of a wondrous golden deer. 

Maricka, Ravana's uncle, was kound to kirn ky family loyalty, 
tkougk ke knew Ravana's cause was wrong. Ravana tkreatened to 
kdl kirn if ke did not kelp. Knowing tkat Ravana would do so, 
Maricka tkougkt it kelter to die ky tke kands of Rama, an 
incarnation of God, kecause tkat would kring kim a ketter fate. 

Tke indication kere is of deception now keing perpetrated. An 
alluring form appears tkat will lead us into calamity if we pursue it, 
kut tkere is little tkat we can do not to fall under its spell. 

- 7 - 

In the Panchavati forest beneath the shade of verdant trees, 

Hama dwells with Sita and Lakshmana. 

Meditate on them, this image brings all good fortune. 
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Rama dwells in tlie forest, witli Sita and Lakskmana, an image 
of meditation, prosperity and kappiness. Tke situation Wl soon 
ckange, kut for now tkis image of kappiness prevails and skould ke 
followed. Tkrougk it we can avoid tke illusions tkat are keing woven 
around us. 

Section 3 

Tke akduction of Sita occurs in tkis section, wkick tkerefore is 
generally cp.ite inauspicious. It skows tke loss of a oved one, a special 
treasure, or tke loss of one's feminine qualities tkat lea s to a ong 
and arduous battle to recover tliem. 


' 1 - 

Lord Rama discerned that the golden deer was only a mayic tr 
but to please Sita he chased after it into the forest to catch it. 
Deception perpetrated by a thief or cheat 
will cause yood fortune andyood karma to be estroye 


Tke forces of illusion and ignorance (Maya) now kave tke upper 
kand. We can ke deceived and misled ky alluring 
appearances. Do not ke taken in ky tkese ploys kut ko cl to 
simplicity and contentment of your inner keing. ®'““r i 

particularly careful not to place our trust in strangers, even i 

are kearing gifts. 


- 2 - 

After Rama left, Lakshmana also departed 
to protect Rama at Sita's request. 

Ravana took the opportunity of their abse 
,o ,pp,oacl, Sita in th fom of a Brahman andahdaat her. 
Distrust, dread and distress come toyether. 

Actions done pursuiny pleasiny appearances 
briny yrief and defeat. 

Rama went to tke forest in pursuit of tke golden deer to please 
Sita. Maricka tken used kis magic powers to assume tke voice ot 
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Rama, and cried out seeking Lakslimana's kelp. Sita was distraugkl 
and encouraged Lakskmana to go to kelp Rama (tkougk ke kimself 
did not kelieve tkat Rama could ever ke in Iroukle). Lakskmana left 
Sita after ker repeated supplications to kelp Rama. Ravana tken 
came to Sita in tke form of a Brakmin (sagely person). In order to 
onor tke Brakmin, Sita stepped outside tke magic circle 
akshmana kad made to protect ker. Once ske was out of tke circle, 
Rav^a returned to kis demonic form and snatcked Sita away. 

Tke indication is tkat running after tke pleasing appearances of 

the world, like money, sex, power, or keauty, we allow ourselves to ke 

deceived and lose our inner trutk and kappiness. Tkis verse skows a 

grea mistake tkat will require tremendous effort to rectify. We 

s ould avoid taking any action even to kelp otkers at tkis point 

w ich can ke anotker encumkrance. It is we ourselves wko are in 
danger. 


- 3 - 

Jotayu, the brave king of the eagles, 
valiantly fought Ravana to save Sita. 

His wounds displayed his heroic gesture. 

He won glory and renown in the battle, 
when for his beloved Rama he sacrificed his life. 


conl..L I'im i- ll.= 

g ihcient to change the situation is still vcrv knrlnhl 

•nJ tnng, |.i„ 

indicated Even if n l f 1 -i -11 l i ^ooci cause is 

even it not successful it will bring honor. 


- 4 - 

Distraught and filled with sorrow, 

Rama and Lakshmana searched for Sita 
in every forest and valley. 

This omen foretells tragedy, grief and misfortune. 
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Returning to tkeir camp and finding Sita gone, Rama and 
Lakslimana rusKed out to find ker kut to no avail. Tkis indicates 
painful loss and tke inakility to find our way or our goal, tkougk 
tkings may gradually improve in time. We kave made a great mistake 
or suffered a great loss tkat will require tremendous effort to rectify. 

’ 5 " 

Rama and Lakshmana gazed upon the wounded birdJatayu, 
whom they found dying in the forest 
Jatayu told them that Havana 
had taken Sita away in his aerial car. 

He murmured "Reverence to Sita and Rama! 

Then he sighed, and let go of his last breath. 

A loyal friend is found wko kas given kis kelp wkatever tke cost. 
Tkose wko suffer or perisk in tke pursuit of a just cause can find 
comfort in tkis verse, as a Divine reward will ke given to tkeni. Tkis 
verse indicates tkat wkatever kelp we may find will not ke sufficient 
to reack our goal, tkougk it may lead us in tke rigkt direction. 


Pouring out a love greater than that for R!ing Dasharatha, 

Rama and Lakshmana performed the last rites for brave Jatayu. 
Rama, the Lord of compassion, and Lakshmana 
wept for the friend who boldly rushed to fight for Sita. 

Rama and Lakslimana kad greater respect tkan tkat for tkeir 
wn fatker for suck a friend wko would sacrifice kis life for tkem. A 
okle grief for tkose wko kave done tkeir duty well is indicated. A 
reat effort kas keen made against insurmountakle okstacles and is 
’^ortky of praise, tkougk it kas not succeeded in its aim. 

- 7 ~ 

Ever with deep devotion, 
keep the image of Sita and Rama in your hearts. 

Then in the beginning, middle and end of your actions, 
you will find fulfillment and happiness. 
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Sita and Rama, tke Divine qualities of loving kindness and 
loving strengtk, are tke key to kappiness and prosperity. Even in tke 
greatest adversity, contemplating tkeir qualities krings peace and 
kappiness. We must see tkem in all stages of our actions, not merely 
in tke results, and everytking will turn out well, kowever difficult 
tkings may appear to tke outer eye. 


Section 4 


TKe various great personages in tke Ramayana are once more 
lauded in tkis kreak from tke story in tke middle section of tke 
ckapter. 


- 1 - 

Your days will be full of prosperity, 
your actions will find success. 

Achievement, fame, andylory will be yours, 
if you fix your mind on Hanuman, the Son of the Wind. 

Tke qualities of Hanuman are now required: strengtk, devotion, 
service, adaptakility and speed. Honoring tkese qualities and striving 
to gain tkem will kelp us do our work and reack our goal. Effort, 
discipline and aspiration are required. 


~ 2 “ 

Let your mind dwell on the holy feet of Shatruyhna, 
who destroys all unrighteous foes, 
and then do your duty fearlessly. 

This sign indicates success for your work, 
strength, victory, and the overcoming of opposition. 


Tke qualities of Skatrugkna are necessary. We must strive to 
overcome opposition witk unwavering resolve. Tkis means keing 
rooted in Divine grace and following tke Divine will, not asserting 
our personal desires. We must ke Divine warriors in order to succeed 
in wkat we are attempting. 
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- 3 ' 

To end deception, sorrow and wrong action 
let your mind dwell 
on the Name of patient Bbarata. 

This sign increases virtue, 
brings a Divine graciousness to one s feelings, 
and deepens ones love. 

Bkarata's patient qualities are the neeJ of the moment. We need 
to tahe a subordinate and assistant role to help the one we hnow is 
the proper leader, even if we do not get much acknowledgement for 
it. Service and sacrifice are the keys to action. 

- 4 - 

The Name of Rama is the celestial wish-beanng tree. 

Even in this dark materialistic age of Kali Yuga, 
it brings bliss. 

Contemplating the Name of Rama 
leads to peace at every step, 
and brings all miraculous powers 
into the reach of one s hands. 

The Name of Rama, like the great mantra Om, delivers us from 
ignorance, and takes us into the Divine Light. We must honor the 
Divine will and our way will he clear and happy. This means that a 
Divine grace is with us and will help us if we open up to it now. 

' 5 ' 

Good women who bow to Sitas holy lotus feet, 
and pay homage to her gracious Name, 
gain the deepest love, 
and become renowned for their faith. 

Sita's qualities should he cultivated. The feminine side of our 
nature should he developed. Women in particular should honor the 
Divine feminine residing inside them. The way to success now is 
through faith, receptivity, love and motherly concern. 
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- 6 - 

Meditate with devotion on the Name of Lakshmana, 
who IS the abode of all good qualities, victory and fame. 

He grants peace and security to all. 

Now is tlie time to make clear our goals and to pursue excellence 
in our actions to ackieve tkem. Tkis requires clarity of judgment and 
discernment, tke qualities of Lakskmana, wko represents tke alliance 
of intelligence and will. 

" 7 - 

New sprouts of the holy basil plant, 
new growths of devotion, are the root of joy and prosperity. 

To envision these and meditate upon them 
creates the image of the wish-fulfilling vine 
replete with flowers and fruit. 

We must tend our inner plants of love and devotion, wliicli can 
now grow and flower. Slow tut steady growth is indicated along our 
path, wKick requires caring cultivation. Life is like a delicate plant 
that must he faithfully tended for it to produce its flowers and fruits 
of love and wisdom. 


Section 5 

Rama and Lakshmana begin to look for Sita. They encounter 
various difficulties and in the end find friends to help them. This 
section indicates search and struggle with eventual gain only after 
great difficulties. 


Held by Kabandha, a frightful monster with no head but long hands, 
Rama and Lakshmana helplessly suffered pain, 
hearing him boast of his powers. 

This omen foretells difficulties and distress, 
with affliction by spirits and ghosts. 
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Already in a difficult situation, a negative power gains control 
over us and even tlie Divine will lias little aLility to deal witfi it now. 
We must hide our time and look for a special way to overcome this 
difficulty. But for tlie present we must endure mucli suffering, Lotli 
physically and mentally. A negative psychic atmosphere is indicated 
that will require much worh to purify. 


“ 2 - 

To free him from the sage s curse 
which had given him such a frightful form, 

Kabandha was slain by Rama and Lakshmana, 
and earned after death a Divine state. 

This omen indicates grief, 

such as Rama pondering the fates of Sita andfatayu. 

A great and unusual obstacle is overcome with tremendous 
difficulty and pain. Even our victories remind us of our losses. 
However, we should maintain our faith in our purpose aiul its 
ultimate success. 


' 3 - 

From the woman sage Shabri, 

Rama received news of Sita. 

He took the fruit she offered and praised her. 
His distressed mind found comfort: 
this sign shows good news coming to us. 


Kahandhi directed Rama to the hermitage of the female ascetic 
Shahri. She in turn directed Rama to the moiiLey prince, bugriva, 
for hnowledge of Sita's whereahouts. 

Information of a way out of our difficulties arises that should he 
greeted favorably. \(^e are being led to those who can help us achieve 
our aim. Fate is beginning to turn in our favor. We must carefidly 
follow these clues, however slowly they may lead us. 
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Hanuman, Son of Wind, met his Lord Rama, 



gave him news of Sita, 

and as a faithful servant joined Ramas cause. 

This sign relieves distressed hearts. 

Rama tlien found Hanuman, tlie monlcey warrior, wlio is tlie 
ultimate servant and friend. Tkis means meeting witli an important 
person wlio will Lecome a lifelong helper, and wlio brings with him 
all the necessary shills to enable us to overcome our difficulties. This 
friend brings the much anticipated news that we have heen seehing 
in a very difficult situation. 


- 5 ' 

BUss arose in the hearts of 
Rama, Lakshmana and Hanuman, 
combined with renewed zeal to accomplish their aim. 

A faithful servant met his Lord: 
the Lord from his servant received great help. 

A new alliance of strong personages is formed that has the power 
to overcome any obstacle or opposition. The right balance of forces 
for a great achievement has been established. This should raise our 
spirits to continue along our path. 


“ 6 ~ 

Rama made Sugriva, the dethroned monkey king, 
his friend, giving him his strong support. 

This sign ends fear, distress, and worry. 

It holds the promise of sympathy and devotion. 


Rama aided Sugriva, a dethroned monhey king, to get hack hi 
kingdom and Sugriva become an ally in the search for Sita. On 
who has been wrongly oppressed has found a powerful ally to hel 
him recover his rightful position. This means deliverance fror 
difficulties. Conversely, one seeking helpers has found an importan 
ally whom he can raise to a position of power. 
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7 - 


Rama slew Bali, the proud and strong monkey-king, 
who had stolen Sugrivas kingdom, 
and returned humble Sugriva to his throne. 

This is the fame of Rama: 
to those most distressed he reveals his mercy. 



One wlio has ruled over and oppressed people lias Lccn removed 
Ly a Kiglier power. A great difficulty lias keen overcome. Tliis gives 
freedom and tlie end of suffering. It sliows tlie downfall of a powerful 
person wlio Kas strayed from tlie patli of rigliteousness. 


Section 0 

Rama makes liis alliance witli tlie monkeys, wlio tlien prepare to send 
out a searcli party to look for Sita, witli tlie great monkey warrior Hanuman 
as tkeir guide. Tliis sliows work and struggle tliat gradually take us toward 
our goal, kut only after muck frustration and consternation. 

' 1 " 

Conflict with his righteous brother Sugnva 
caused Bali, the monkey-king, 
to suffer death at Ramas hand. 

A hostile brother brings harm to the clan: 
this omen reflects a great tragedy. 


A conflict ketween krotkers or close associates occurs, witli one 
krotker wronging tke otker and kaving to ke punisked or removed. 
Suck a division ketween tkose wko sliould ke close to one anotker 
is a great tragedy, kut is now unavoidakle in seeking a kiglier goal. 


" 2 


Seeing clouds heralding the coming of the rainy season, 
Rama andLakshmana retired to live on a nearby mountain peak. 
This indication shows that the time is not yet ripe, 
but success will eventually come in what one seeks. 
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111.6:2 


TKougk we would like to make a great Lreaktkrougli, tke time 
for action lias not yet arrived. Tke forces of Nature and tke external 
world are not auspicious and will okstruct us skould we make an 
effort now. However, must kide our time, prepare and gatk 
forces, kecause long-term success is guaranteed. 


.1 ler our 


To find Sita, the monkey-king Sugriva 
sent his troops of bears and monkeys far and wide. 
He told them, **Bow to LordRamas Feet, 
give up your laziness, 

let your mind be focused only on your mission. ” 


We must set our forces on a great searck to find trulk and love 
(Sita) or to attain any important goal of action. Tkis requires 
arousing our energies and sending tkem fortk in all directions. Only 
if we are consistent in our endeavor will we gain tke result. 
Tremendous concentration and determination are required. 


- 4 - 

Hanuman was filled with ecstasy in his heart. 
Overcome with joy he bowed to Rama. 
Seeing the personification of goodness, Hanuman, 
Rama then responded with deep regard. 


A great kelper and servant is ready to guide a dangerous mission 
or lead a difficult searck. Tke rigkt person keing found, even a 
difficult task can ke tackled, kut lie requires tke proper sanction from 
tkose in power to proceed on kis way. 






With a stern command, 

the monkey king Sugriva announced to his army: 

"ff you return without having accomplished 
your task of finding where Sita has been taken, 
your only reward will be death." 

1 





111 . 6:7 




A dangerous mission; wliicli requires complete concentration 
and dedication, Kas Legun. We must surrender to tlie work, wliicli 
we must eitlier accomplisli or perisli trying to fulfill. Tke utmost 
seriousness is required to acliieve our aim. 

- 6 “ 

Rama, the Lord of wisdom, 
knew that Hanuman was wise, mighty and courageous. 

Hanuman was thrilled with rapturous joy, 
when gracious Rama gave him 
the ring from his finger to give to Sita. 

A true and noLle lielper is entrusted witli a great mission and 
given an important gift and news to convey, buck a true servant will 
take up tke task wkolekeartedly and complete it. But it wdl take an 
extraordinary effort to accomplisk. 

“ 7 “ 

All great accomplishments will lay in your hands, 
if you do your actions 
with reverence to the Divine. 

Blessings, good karma, 
and courage will all be there 
to help you through your task. 

A great work is undertaken in karmony wilk tke Dixnne will and 
receptive to Divine grace. \(^e skoidd pursue it witk all our kearts, 
witk tke resolve and zeal of Hanuman. Tkcn all tkat is necessaiy 
and good must come to us of its own accord. 


Section 7 

Rama sends tke monkeys to searck for Sita. After muck struggle 
tkey at last discover news of ker. Tke foundation is gradually prepared 
for tke great and dangerous action of rescuing ker. 
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- 1 - 

Rama placed his hands upon Hanumans head in blessings. 
Hanuman placedRamas ring in his mouth for safety. 
Meditating on Lord Rama and his bow, 

Hanuman lept to fulfil his mission. 

Tke rigkt servant and aide, wko kas a 11 tke appropriate qualities, 
energies and entkusiasm, kas keen properly empowered. He now 
starts kis work. A time (or suck entkusiastic effort as tkat of 
Hanuman is indicated. 


- 2 ' 

Hanuman, along with the great monkey princes 
andfambavan, king of the bears, 
bowed to Rama s feet and left on the journey. 

This is an image of good fortune with all embellishments. 


A great coalition of kelpers and allies is estaklisked to strive for 
a great goal. Tke work now commences witk tke rigkt array of forces, 
tke proper guidance, and grace, kut tke task will ke difficult. 


’ 3 - 

After a long and futile search 
the monkeys came to lands end. 

There by chance they met a female hermit 
living in a cave 

who gave them fruit and cool water. 

One will unexpectedly or in secret meet 
with enlightened sages who will help fulfill ones wishes. 


A long and futile searck is indicated witk a discovery made on 
at tke point wken we are ready to give up. It is not tkrougk our ow 
efforts kut tkrougk unexpected contact witk a sagely personage tki 
tke way is revealed. Wkat appears to ke a failure unexpectedly turr 
into success. 
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The monkeys gazed at the vast ocean 
and were filled with dismay. 

This image indicates great difficulty. 

The Divine Will alone can deliver us. 

We are faced willi an apparently insurmounlaLle obstacle to wliat 
we want to do, like a vast ocean spreading before us tbat we cannot 
cross. Nothing tbat we can tbinb of can overcome it for us. Yet our 
tasb is rigbteouS; and if we persist in seeking Divine belp, a way will 
open up for us. 



“ 5 - 

At the shore the monkeys saw the great eagle Sampati, 
the brother of fatayu. 

At first they were dismayed, disheartened, and trembled in flight. 

They came to learn that Sita was abducted 
by fierce Havana and taken far way. 

Among themselves they talked of powerful fatayu s demise. 

They saw no hope of life 
should they challenge such a warrior as Havana. 

We bave readied wbat appears to be tbe end of our search and 
found only a terrible obstacle. Those apparently greater than 
ourselves bave already failed in tbe tasb. Tbe object we seek is far 
away and under powerful forces tbat we dare not challenge. Tbe 
situation appears hopeless but we must remain courageous. Though 
we cannot possibly succeed on our own accord, belp is there if we are 
open to it. 


“ 6 - 

Hevealing his true identity, 

Sampati testified to the power of Hama, 
his great destiny and loving nature. 

‘‘Have patience and maintain courage, 
my friends, you will be successful in your search for Sita. 
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One wlio appeared at first to Le an opponent or obstacle in our 
patk reveals kimself as a friend and advises us kow to proceed. We 
skould take courage in kis guidance. Our fate kas taken a favorable 
turn and we can now go forward, having faitk in tke Divine will 
behind us. 

- 7 ' 

Proclaiming the power of Rama, 

Sampati left and flew away. 

This last verse of the third section 
makes a long search turn out to be a good omen. 

The struggle and search we have gone through has caused much 
doubt and uncertainty. Now at the end of it a Divine grace and 
purpose appears to have been behind it all along. We can he at peace 
with our task and should he more dedicated to its complete 
fulfillment. 







3 ? 

chapter 4 


Tliis cKapter repeals happy events of the untrouhleJ early part 
of Rama's life, from his hirth to his marriage with Sita, in order to 
glorify the Divine powers involved. It is generally auspicious. 


Section 1 

Events are portrayed that lead up to the hirth of Rama and his 
brothers. The indications are very good, particularly for new beginnings, 
the starting of important enterprises and, of course, the hirth of children. 


- 1 “ 

The best of all signs is the birth of Lord Rama, 
the incarnation of Cod, 

who is the essence of happiness and right action. 
An heir will be born and good fortune will prevail. 
Know this to he certain. 


A great new phenomenon will soon occur in our lives that wi 
set in motion an entire stream of growth and good fortune. We 
should tahe advantage of this propitious beginning and build on it 
for the future. This indication is good for children, successors, an 
for new ideas and new ventures. 


- 2 “ 

By the grace of the kings family guru, the great seer Vasishta, 
the Vedic rite was performed 
to ensure the birth of a suitable heir to the throne. 

The King divided the ritual drink into three portions 
and calling his queens gave each a share to drink. 
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IV. 1:2 


Tlie ordinary way to acKieve sometliing is not possible Lut, 
tkrougli special grace and guidance, not only can we get wliat we are 
seeking Lut something far greater. Tli is requires a blessing from our 
customary guide and teacher, and the help he can bring through an 
assistant from a distant land. Then by a special method an 
extraordinary result will accrue. 


3 - 


Facfi of the three queens became an abode of happiness, 
and conceived a son. 

Take delight in the splendor, joy, radiant faces, 
and beauteous forms 

of the noble queens that are beyond words. 


T le queens or feminine principles conceive the Divine children, 
great conception or initiation is indicated here through the 
PP priate feminine beauty and receptivity. This feminine force 

c now he honored and cherished, so that its aim can he fulfilled 
ior the benefit of all. 


“ 4 - 

Auspicious signs surrounded the queens, 

^ir dreams indicated the blessing that they had conceived, 
^^formed by the queens that they were with child, 
the kings heart overflowed with joy. 


(level 


e*am or vision will provide knowledge of an important 

(?nsur *\l l^reaklhrough. The right people must he told to 

is ah ^ t Propt^rly prepared for. A great new person or power 

r 1 into our lives, the news of whose coming should he 

event. 


“ 5 ' 

Hearing the indication of their dreams, 
hing told the news to his guru, the great seer Yasishta. 
^y the blessings of Lord Shiva and his wife Parvati, 
the wishes of your heart will be fulfilled. 
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IV. 1:7 

Knowledge of a great change or new idea should he told to those 
who guide us, so th;t they might give it the additional hlessmg of 
the cosmic powers, Shiva and Parvati, the masculine and lemmme 
principles who gover.r the universe. We should consecrate our actions 
to give them maximum efficacy. 

- 6 ' 

The month of the year, the phase of the moon, the day of the week, 
the hour of the day, the position of the stars and planets, 
and all (he aigns on Earth were auspicious 
when the cause of supreme happiness, Lord Rama, 
the incarnation of God for sheer delight took birth. 

The beginning of a Divine inspiration occurs in harmony with 
tlie entire movement of tlie universe. Naturally t us :)nn^s a 
is truly auspicious. All tlie universe is witli us at t lis point, w c 
we may cKoose to do. We need not worry aknit outer signs and 
confirmations. 


- 7 “ 

Bharata, Lakshmana andShatrughna, 
the three Divine brothers, 

the root causes of all that makes the world beautiful, 
as the fruit of the kings good karma 
which pleased the Creator, were born along with Ram 


Besides a single Ley inspiration or action, several suppli^'nie 
factors arise, allowing for a full development. A great alliance comes, 
from wliicli mucli future acliievement must talce p acc. I rt ^ 
good Larma alone sucli a constellation of Lenefic forces ta 


Section 2 


The story continues with the great happiness around the hirth 
of Rama and his hnithers and their early childhood, which, as a very 
pleasant time, grants auspicious indications. 
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' 1 ' 

Son^s of rejoicing were sung in every house. 

Men, women and children were filled with happiness. 

The great Cods Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva, 
the Creator, Preserver and Destroyer of the Universe, 
along with all the Cods and Coddesses 
rained flowers and watched with joy. 

A great new power kas come wkick will ke uplifting to everyone. 
Rejoicing IS in order for all people, not merely for personal deligkt 
kut to attune ourselves witk tke forces of joy in tke universe. 


’ 2 - 

Songs of good fortune along with the beating of drums 
announced that the great birth had taken place. 

There was happiness in every house. 

On the wish-fulfilling tree of King Dasharathas good karma, 
like four sweet lustrous fruits, four sons came forth. 


Ke announcement of tke coming fortk of a great new idea, 
event or person is given. A new era Kegins with joy, on tke fulfillment 

o previous good actions and good wiskes. One reaps tke reward of 
previous virtue. 


" 3 - 

for the welfare of his newly born children 
the noble king distributed charitable gifts of every kind. 

The queens in their chamber rooms were thrilled, 
rejoicing was sung all day and night. 

To celekrate a new keginning, tke appropriate gifts must ke given, 
rea c arity is now m order. Festivity is required to usker in tke 
new era. great and kappy new keginning skould ke announced and 

made visible in action, witk all wko kave participated in tke event 
taking part. 
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IV.2:6 


“ 4 - 

Every day greetinys and music filled the air 
of the beautiful city of Ayodhya. 

Parents, children and all who watched 
were filled with delight to see the child Rama at play. 

Tke Divine cKild or innocent mind captures all hearts and brings 
all people back to a state of purity and joy. We should give our hearts 
over to that innocence, let our minds act out of it and all will he well. 
This indication is favorable for happiness, leisure and creativity, as 
well as devotion. 


“ 5 - 

The heads of the four brothers were shaved 
and their ears pierced 
according to prevailing customs. 

According to the directions of the guru Vasishta 
and distributing gifts, 
the king performed the rituals with delight. 

The right rituals are necessary both to safeguard us and to 
harmonize us with the beneficent forces of the Universe. Pe orming 
these rituals requires the right guidance and should he accompanie 
by the appropriate gifts and charitable actions. Such ritu s i one 
now will bring great rewards for the future. 

• 6 - 

In the courtyard of King Dasharathas palace 
his beloved child Rama played on the floor. 

Like a flower garland of noble qualities 
the incarnation of joy 

moved on all fours with his entrancing form. 

Innocence, spontaneity and joy Uossom (ortK tecause tKe 
presence of tKe Divine cKild is Konored and given attention. very 
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kappy situation is indicated, particularly witkin a family or close-knit 
community. 


- 7 - 

These four sons of their parent's pood karma 
were found like pearls in the bed of the sea. 
This sign brings blessings of a child. 

Let your heart be bound 
in Lord Rama, the Divine Child. 


Out of good karma and devotion great klessings come. Ckildren 
or inner kirtks of greater awareness naturally follow. Tkose wko 
immerse tkeir minds in tke Divine Ckild remain eternally young and 
pure. Tkose wko do good works must eventually discover knowledge 
and devotion as well. 


Section 3 

The chilclhoocl of Rama continues, which is similarly happy and 
auspicious, particularly for the earlier stages of one’s endeavors. 


- 1 - 

Beautifully adorned with gems and clothes, 
his tiny limbs made holy 
with marks of sacred ash, 
the child Rama played merrily 
with his brothers and friends. 


I’riendship and association based on love and joy, free of egoism 
am personal seeking, is now indicated. By adorning the Divine Child 
wilhin we are ever happy and surrounded hy those who love us. All 

u tenor motives should he given up in order to accord with this happy 
situation. 
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“ 2 - 

Rama, the power of joy, 

Lakshmana, the power of accomplishment, 

Bharata, who carries the world, 
and Shatrughna, who destroys all opposition, 
bear the glory of their names. 

By dwelling on King Dasharathas four sons 
all the heart desires will soon be attained. 

Tlie names of tlie four Lrotlicrs indicate tlieir qualities: Rama 
or joy, LalesKmana or discrimination, BKarata or patience, and 
SKatruglina or tlie ability to overcome opposition (duality). These 
four qualities will ensure an integral development both for our 
character and our spiritual development. 


- 3 “ 

Blissful is his Name, delightful are his deeds, 

Divine love resides in Rama s beautiful form. 

The four brothers kept sweet company with their young friends. 
Radiant gems and garlands adorned Rama. 


The sweetness of love is described here, arising from the name, 
deeds and form of God, His friends and adornments. Keeping these 
in mind we will be ever full of bliss. The presence of a great person 
is indicated and the need to give full attention to him, not just y 
way of worh but also and more importantly by way of play. 


- 4 - 

On an auspicious day the king performed the ritual 
of putting the sacred thread on his sons. 

The Cods, watching from the sky, 
rained flowers and made incense blow in the breeze. 

Ayodhya ’s air became wonderfully fragrant. 

The sacred thread brings spiritual blessings to a person and shows 
that one has entered the spiritual path. This verse is goo or 
initiations, spiritual practices or, on an ordinary level, for new 



IV.3:4 


assignments or educational gains. A state of youtkful maturity is 
now readied. 

' 5 " 

Offering a royal welcome to each of Ayodhyas men, 
women, pilgrims, singers, and artists, 
the king gave the appropriate gifts 
to celebrate the sacraments performed for his sens. 


All tkose wko observe or participate in tke sacred rites receive 
tkeir appropriate gifts and blessings. Suck a great consecration is 
indicated kere and all involved skould be rewarded properly for tkeir 
roles in tke work. 


- 6 ' 

To married women who attended the rite, 
the king gave all the appropriate gifts as dictated by custom. 

The happy women blessed each prince, 
gazing on the noble beauty of the Kings four sons. 

Tke blessings of women are required and tke appropriate konoring 
of them witk gifts. Tkese blessings allow tke Divine ckildren or our 
inner wiskes to grow and prosper. Favor skould be sought from tke 
important women around us wko can further our endeavors. 

“ 7 - 

Reflecting on the sacred rites 
performed for Rama grants great good fortune. 

All blessings arise from His form. 

Chanting, ‘‘Long live Lord Rama!“ 
the Gods gave their blessings, 

(dropping sweetly fragrant blossoms from the sky. 

Tke Divine Child, or whatever new thing we wisli to create, is 
now properly sanclifiej anti prepared. Our aspiration is slalde and 
ready to develop witKout olistruction. A Divine Llessing follows to 
which we skould be receptive. 
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Section 4 

TKe great figures of tlie story are lauded, as is typical of tkis 
middle section. Here it is perliaps more auspicious Lecause this is 
the middle section or heart of the entire hook. 


- 1 - 

The minstrel sage Narada sang to Hanuman 
about Ayodhyas rejoicing at Rama s sacred rites, 
Hanuman, the Son of the Wind, heard him enthralled: 
his heart could not contain his delight. 


Hanuman represents what we have devoted our life-energy to, 
or more specifically our life-energy devoted to God. Once we have 
honored the Divine Child, our life-energy must naturally he 
immersed in it. Such innocent enthusiasm is necessary at this 
time. 


- 2 - 

Bharata, sky-blue in complexion like Rama, 
like Rama in his qualities and grace, 
to the Lords devotees grants peace, 
happiness and good fortune. 

The qualities of Bharata are required: love, loyalty, patience, and 
humility. Rama also has these qualities. Like Bharata he had to 
endure much suffering, separation and gossip. Forbearance is 
perhaps the key virtue of Rama's story, and one of the keys not only 
to the spiritual path hut to all enduring success in life. 


“ 3 ' 

Beautiful will be your achievements, 
as beautiful is the sight of handsome Lakshmana for your eyes. 
Contemplate his form if you want a lovely child. 

The four goals of life will lie in your hands. 
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Lakskmana represents tke setting anJ gaining of goals Ly ri gilt 
judgment, skill and proper discrimination. Sucli one-poinledness of 
mind must te cultivated. Tkis verse indicates that we liave tlie aki lity 
to gain our ends if we follow tke proper motivation. 

’ 4 - 

The very imaye of auspiciousness, the repository of bliss, 

His gentle form is full of grace. 

Propitiate Rama for a worthy successor: 
place your faith in this good indication. 

Rama, tke Divine ckild witkin, is tke ultimate fruit of a proper 
kuman life. Honoring kim provides tke key to gaining creativity and 
ackieving akundance on wkatever level we seek it. In terms of 
ordinary indications, tkere is a person in power wliose favor w'e can 
seek to ackieve our goal. 


- 5 “ 

While plowing the sacred ground near his capital city, 

King fanaka found baby Sita lying in a furrow. 

It was as if from the ocean of fanaka s good karma, 

Lakshmi the Goddess of Fortune, again took birth. 

A great gift is gained from tke Eartk, Nature or tke feminine 
principle. Tke kirtk of Sita means tke gaining of keauty and love, 
and tke waking of tke muse wko inspires us to greater acliievements. 
Her qualities skould ke konored at tkis time. Tkis verse skows tke 
arrival of luck and good fortune. 


' 6 ' 

In the handsome prince Shatrughna, 
the destroyer of all foes, grace and glory dwells. 

Serving him quickly brings success: 
a mind concentrated on him grants all relief. 

God alone can overcome all opposition and enmity. Tkose wko 
wisk to overcome tkeir okstacles skould take refuge in tkat Divine 
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Self relative to wKom tKere can he no enemy. TKe consciousness of 
teing a Lrotlier to God is tlie key to doing tkis. Tkis indication is 
favorakle for overcoming opposition of all types. 


- 7 “ 

King Dasharathas sons 
protect their devotees, 
kindly granting their grace. 

Like swans on a holy moutain lake, 
may they ever abide in your mind. 

Tke four princes of Ayodkya skow tke integral development of 
tke soul, if we constantly rememker tkem, tkey can kelp us tkrougk 
all of life's wandering. We can look upon God or kis associate powers 
to guide us at eack step. Protection ky several allies is indicated for 
tkose wko get tkis verse. 


Section 5 

Rama and Lakskmana depart witk tke sage Viskvamitra for 
Mitkila, King Janaka's capital, to seek to win Sita. Tkis skows tke 
gradual unfoldment of a great quest. 


“ 1 - 

Since the time Sita s form 
appeared in the capital city of Mithila, 
the Kingdom of Videhas wealth and peace 
grew daily by leaps and bounds. 

An extraordinary woman or feminine principle of love, 
receptivity and nurturance krings great gains for tke entire domain. 
Ske skould ke konored, tken prosperity for all ventures is 
guaranteed. One skould seek ker grace and support. 


115 



1V.5:2 


- 2 - 

When they beard of the special ceremony 
to select a husband for lovely Sita, 
mighty kings and princes dressed in royal attire 
hastened to Mithila from all over the country 
along with their retinues. 

A great oLject is to Le gained. Many notable people from far and 
wide kave come to struggle for it and kave turned tke situation into 
a great spectacle. But only tke rare individual wko kas tke grace of 
God can succeed, not self-seeking people and tkeir followers, wko 
will only find disappointment and kumiliation. 

- 3 ' 

Surrounded by good omens, pleased in bis heart, 
the warrior sage Vishvamitra traveled to Ayodhya. 

Hearing the arrival of the sage, 

King Dasharatha arose 
to bestow on him the appropriate honor. 

A powerful guest kas come wko can advance our cause in an 
important tkougk unexpected way. He skould ke konored properly 
and we skould follow kis advice, even if he asks some great sacrifice 
from us. Tkougk tke task ke proposes may ke dangerous we skould 
ke willing to join kim. 


- 4 “ 

The King welcomed the sage with deep regard, 
offering him the sixteen Vedic rituals of respect. 

The sage gave his highest blessings in return, 
for the humble reverence paid by the king. 

Tke karmony of kingly and sagely or political and spiritual 
powers IS indicated, tkrougk wkick muck can ke accomplisked. Suck 
an alliance skould ke sougkt in order to gain a great and potentially 
dangerous enterprise to remove okstructions and make clear our 
patk. 
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“ 5 - 

The sage requested the two sons of Dasharatha, 

Rama and Lakshmana, to accompany him to Mithila, 
and the king complied. 

The sage received the two noble princes 
as the fruit of good fortune and good karma, 
and in rapture departed. 

An important, wise and powerful person will make a request tkat 
skould ke granted, even if it involves sometking as great as giving 
our ckildren to kim. Tke transition from an ordinary to a spiritual 
way of life is indicated, wkick requires passing tkrougk a warrior 
pkase in wkick we energetically set ourselves upon tke quest. In 
ordinary parlance, it can refer to a new enterprise involving travel or 
researck, under tke guidance of an elder or teacker. 

- 6 - 

Taking their bows, arrows, and quivers, 

Rama sky-blue in complexion 
and Lakshmana fair in appearance, of tender age, 
left Ayodhya with Vishvamitra. 

These are signs of the highest fortune: 
the two princes traveling on the path with the sage. 

Spiritual and worldly powers are working togetker for a common 
goal of kuman welfare. Our will and our soul work kand in kand. 
Great ackievements are guaranteed witk suck a grouping of forces. 
Tke time to move on kas come and we must proceed witk 
determination, keing prepared to face tke okstacles along tke way. 

' 7 ' 

Through mountains, rivers, gardens, and lakes, 
among herds of swift deer and brightly colored birds, 
with Vishvamitra on the forest paths, 

Rama saw Divine love stirring in all of Nature. 


117 



On a great enterprise or journey, the forces of Nature are with 
us. All life moves in harmony with a Divine purpose and toward a 
Divine goal. A time of great travel and inspiration is indicated as we 
move off into new and uncharted realms. A favorable new and 
creative time unfolds with joy. 


Section 0 


Rama continues to the city of Mithila, along with his brother 
Lahshmana and the sage Vishvamitra, facing various dangers along 
the way. This shows a great journey unfolding and the overcoming 
of obstacles that arise through it. 


Blessed are travelers on forest paths 
^ho see Lord Rama and gain the goal of life, 

What prayer, mantra, yogic practices, 
and rituals cannot bring, 

they attain merely by sight through Rama's grace. 

G d ■ 

"To gain Present on the paths of life, particularly in Natm'^^* 

everywhere.* 

journey Th happiness along life's windir^^ 

Divine ° ^'eceive this verse have an opportunity to see the 

^'av far h T ^ person who will help and favor them io ^ 

tar beyond wh-if U • rr i 

their own efforts can achieve. 

- 2 - 

^l<^uds provided shade as they walked by, 
poths m the forest turned soft to tread on, 

^ breeze became cool and frayrant. 

droppedTS'^^^ 6e^e/c/ Lord Rama 

^^^oms from the celestial wish-fulfilling tree. 

The Llessings of G J 1 Ih 

the spiritual path ^1 hlature are given to those who j 
peaceful situation is fulfill a great Dharma. A happy 

^ icated, with success in one's journey. ^ ^ 
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slioulJ contentedly continue along our patk, tkougli not forget tliat 
cKallenges will Le coming. 


- 3 - 

Rama slew the demons who oppressed the sages 
and protected their spiritual practices. 

Vishvamitra gave his blessings 
and taught lessons to the two princes. 

All the secret knowledge and power that he had 
Vishvamitra taught to Rama. 


Vislwamitra is the sage who holds the hey to all inner powers 
through which the forces of ignorance can he defeated. Rama leame 
these from him and added to them the direct Divme grace itselt. 

A special force and guidance is necessary to overcome obstacles 
lo O„o’. p„cuce. Tl,.l powor i. av. atlc an.l no. » ik. 

Hmo lo .Icclop il. Rolaiivo K- conan or.l.on., . a 

lo ..live ovoroomc ncgalivo inn„cnccs .ni u,\ic. ena™.a.,lor 

which strong methods may need to he emp oyec. 



- 4 - 

Guarding the sages sacred practices 

with their bows and arrowy 

Rama and Lakshmana granted them 

freedom from obstructions. 

Then the “ 

along with their guru Vishvamitra 

to see Shiva's sacred bow. 

' h and one's spiritual practice has 

■n ohslruction to one s pat^ ^ceed along the way and to 

eliminated, leaving one ree ^*1] jneet witli a proolem 

a 6'“' "■’‘’"n'l't'n. 11 ”"! gro.lor .p.esl. 

oeing overcome, will ta 
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' 5 “ 

Feel the bliss of installing 
the holy feet of Lord Rama in your heart 
which redeemed the sage Gautama s wife from her curse. 

You will soon gain all good fortune, 
and spiritual powers will He in your hands. 

Along tke way Rama reJeemeJ Gautama's wife from lier 
imprisonment in stone. A great transformation stemming from 
devotion and good karma is indicated tliat will kring unexpected 
blessings. A great difficulty can be suddenly overcome, wbetber a 
aterial or spiritual obstruction, releasing us from bondage and 
restoring our freedom. 


- 6 - 

King Janaka welcomed Vishvamitra 
and the two noble brothers 
into the city as dear guests, 
and gave them his personal regards. 

The people of the city gazed in great delight 
at Ayodhyas two charming young princes. 

Guests Lave come and sLould Le Lonored properly. Tliey Lave 
11" ^ service tLat sLould Le welcomed. A meeting or 

a lance takes place tLat Lecomes a Lappy occasion for all. 
nexpected acLievements may come tLrougli tLese guests. 


- 7 - 


Escorting them to his palace, 

^ith deep love King Janaka honored the princes. 
This sign brings the highest welfare 
and is life's best reward. 


allied ruler gives Lonor to Lelpful guests and potentia 

a ■ 1- U tlessings and allows a great endeavor to Lt 

Lcomp IS e . ne meets witL a great personage and visits a great 
place of power. Special favor is accrued. 
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Section 7 

Rama wins Sita for liis wife Ly Lreaking Lord Shiva's how. This 
is the summit of happiness in the story that the poet Tulsidas wishes 
to emphasize, therefore this section is supremely auspicious. 

- 1 “ 

The two brothers went with the sage Vishvamitra 
to see the radiant sacred bow of Shiva. 

Beholding the princes* charming forms, 
the people of the city 
reaped the fruit of their good karma. 

A sacred challenge is indicated that leads to a journey. A group 
of travelers with Divine qualities appear owing to the good harma of 
people. They are recognized and honored as they prepare for an 
extraordinary accomplishment. A happy excitement fills the air. 
Something wonderful is about to occur. 



- 2 " 

Rama picked up the bow of Shwa, 
and easily stringing it, broke it. 

Rama sat graceful and calm 
in the assembly of mighty kings. 

All hopes were fulfilled, all good fortune arrived, 
in joy all sang: "Hail! Hail! Rama! Rama! 

Rama so easily strung the how of Shiva that it hrohe. He not 
only fulfilled the task hut went far heyond it. By this, a great 
accomplishment is indicated heyond what would have heen 
sufficient. A miraculous deed begins a new era. Our aim and heart s 
wish is achieved almost magically. This occurs by virtue of the Dhdne 
potential and grace within us, without which we can accomplish little. 
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IV.7:3 
- 3 - 




Sita placed the garland of victory upon Ramas broad chest, 
as all the people and kings looked on. 

The summit of fulfillment and joy 
with songs and flowers all the people praised 
the noble prince of Ayodhya. 

A great victory is followed ty its proper reward and adulation. 
Only tlirougli tlie grace of God can sucli an extraortlinary deed Le 
done. Tlie favor or company of a great woman or feminine power is 
gained. Slie will become a faithful helper and companion through 
all of life's journeys. 



“ 4 - 

Ayodhya s Lord, King Dasharatha, 
went to Mithila with his courtiers 
when the message came that Rama had broken the bow. 

The two kings, Dasharatha andfanaka, 
met and exchanged warmest greetings. 

This sign means good news and the fulfillment of your aim. 

Good news comes that a great accomplishment has heen gained 
i irough our friends and associates in a foreign land. This leads to 
new alliances, rejoicing and travel to participate in the festivities. We 
s ould welcome the new event and proceed along our way. 


- 5 " 

The great city of Mithila rejoiced, 

^en and women sang, drums rhythmically played. 
All things came out happy and successful, 
four royal weddings occured in a single day. 



great alliance occurs with all festivity. Balance and harmony 
are ac lieved. There are not one hut several great accomplishments 
at once )y uniting hearts and energies around a common goal. Such 
a situation is naturally very auspicious. 
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IV.7:7 

- 6 - 

Laden with wonderful gifts from King fanaka, 
with his sons and their beautiful brides, 

Ayodhyas king Dasharatha returned home, 
accompanied by good omens and good fortune. 

One returns victorious and laden witk gifts, kaving accompksked 
a great alliance or ackievement in a foreign land. Tke foundation 
for a glorious future is guaranteed, wkick skould set our minds at 
rest. A new era is dawning. 



- 7 • 

This last verse of the fourth chapter 
brings good fortune to every home. 

Every day brings prosperity and a happy destiny 
when Dasharatha s prince Rama lives in our hearts, 

Tke summit of kappiness is gained. It can only ke sustained ky 
kolding to tke Divine presence in our kearts. Tken we go keyond 
karma or fate tkat always leads to reversals and diffeculties. Tkis 
fourtk ckapter is filled witk good indications. Tke last verse contains 
tke culmination of all tkese. 






. ///■. 











Vibhishana in persuasive dialogue with Ravana 







































Tke climactic events in Sri Lanka are proceed, from tke monkey 
Hanuman's mission to locate Sita to tke final destruction of Ravana 
and kis armies, wkick krings akout Sita's rescue. Tkis is tke most 
dramatic part of tke story and skows a situation fraugkt witk danger. 


Section 1 

Hanuman awakens to kis mission and flies across tke sea to 
Lanka to searck for Sita. Tkis sk ows tke awakening of our inner 
aspiration to ackieve our true goal in life: tke flowering not only of 
spiritual practice kut any great idea tkat we migkt kave. 


- 1 • 

Ramas Name is the wish-fulfilling tree. 
Devotion to Rama 

is the wish-fulfilling cow of abundance. 
In this dark age of Kali Yuga,, 
the root of all good fortune 
is respect for the holy feet 
of the true teacher. 


Tkose wko are devoted to tke Divine will prosper receiving t is 
line. Tkose not so devoted must cultivate devotion in order for tkeir 
efforts to kecome successful. Otkerwise tke difficulties of tkis dark 
materialistic age are kound to overwkelm us. Suck difficulties lay 
kefore us and we must ke prepared to face tkem. 
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- 2 - 

The island of Sri Lanka loomed across the sea, 

Havanas kingdom far beyond the realm the mind can probe. 

The armies of bears and monkeys 
gazed upon the ocean in despair. 

Danger approached them. Death hovered near them. 

We are facing a great clanger or obstacle tliat may appear 
msurmountaLle, tut ttere is telp on our side that will carry us 
tkrougt if we persist. We must prepare our way, decide on our strategy 

and avoid premature action, ttougt at present the situation loots 
grim. 


- 3 - 

Reminding Hanuman of his great strength 
that he had forgotten since a child 
Jambavan, king of the bears, 
recounted Hanumans powers. 

“Take courage with Rama's Name in your mind. 

In your heart do not accept defeat. 

You can leap across the sea. “ 

Great danger is tefore us tut tte strengtt to overcome it lies 
in us. However, we tave forgotten ttis inner strengtt and 
Mmeone has to remind us of it. We must rememter tte Divine power 
"n m our Hearts wtict alone can overcome suet difficulties. We 
must arouse our spiritual will and tten we can gain success. 

- 4 - 

Hanuman was awakened 

t>>hen he heard he was born on Earth to help Divine Rama. 
Courageous and steadfast in Rama's Name, 
this image is a sign of the birth of a great child. 

We are reminded of a special tut forgotten power ttat we tave. 
e ave een reminded of our Divine mission in life, ttat we tad 
orgotten or were unaware of. We must now wort to fulfill it. Ttis 
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V.l:7 


verse is also favoraLle for the Lirtli of a great cKilcl, a great new idea 
or tlie start of an important new endeavor tliat will lead to great 
acliievements. 


Raising the monkeys^ fallen spirits, 
Hanuman proclaimed to Angada, 
the monkey prince, and his warriors, 

"By the might of Lord Rama the vast ocean 
will become as small as the hoof print of a cow. 


A courageous leader and helper arises and mahes himself hnown. 
11 is advice shoidd he heeded and his enthusiasm followed. Though 
the situation does not looh favorable, hy the grace of God and the 
righteousness of our cause, we will he ahle to succeed even against 
overwhelming odds. 


- 6 - 

Asking his monkey friends to wait calmly, 

Hanuman left to prepare to cross the sea. 

He strode to the top of a high mountain peak by the sea 
and lept toward the ocean, 

meditating on Rama, Lakshmana andSita in his heart. 

We must stretch ourselves to the limit of our powers, drawing up 
the Divine energy within us. We must tahe a leap of faith, with love 
in our hearts, and we will he ahle to accomplish something far heyond 
what we thought was otherwise possible. This is the time to transcend 
our human limitations and seeh something extraordinary. 


" 7 “ 

From Heaven the Cods looked down in wonder, 
raining flowers, in bliss proclaiming Hanuman s miraculous deed. 
Hanuman soared high in the air above the sea. 

The power of Rama became his boat. 
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We kave started a new and dangerous yet wonderful journey. At 
tkis stage, kelp is witk us and we are akle to accomplisk tkings far 
keyond our imagination tkat afford us fame and glory. But we must 
rememker tkat tkis is only tke keginning of tke venture. We must 
remain vigilant for wkat lies akead. 

Section 2 

Hanuman enters tke city of Lanka and comforts Sita, wko kas 
keen foretold of kis coming. Help from afar, special guests and tke 
fulfillment of secret wiskes are indicated tkrougk tkis event. 

“ 1 ' 

Brave Hanuman slew Surasa, the mother of the demon Rahu, 
who tortured travelers by her guile. 

On ones journey one may meet evil people 
who will cause distress by their cunning and deceit. 

RaKu, tKe nortk node of tke Moon, is tke point at wkick eclipses 
occur. According to Vedic astrology it is a power of illusion tkat 
causes us to overextend ourselves and reap tke effects of negative 
karmas. We must keware of forces of cunning and deceit in our 
travels. We may ke misled or confused ky tkose wko prey upon our 
Ignorance and desire. It is a dangerous time tkat requires Ltk clarity 
and determination to ackieve our goal. 

- 2 - 

After stopping for a rest on Mainaka mountain 
in the middle of the sea, 

Hanuman met the serpent Surasa, 
i^ho took the monkey into her mouth in order to eat him. 

Hanuman eluded her grasp, 
slipping through her mouth by becoming very small. 

One may face unusual obstacles along the way. 

Rama s grace alone can help you through them. 







V.2:4 


Hanuman kad tke magic power to vary kis size. He could kecome 
not only very large and migkty kut also very small and insignificant. 
Botk powers are necessary for any great endeavor to succeed. In tkis 
instance we must overcome our difficulties ky kecoming very small, 
ky ceasing to ke of importance to anyone. Tken we can slip away and 
proceed upon our journey witkout okstruction. 


' 3 ’ 


At the gates of the city of Lanka, Hanuman met Lankini, 
the fierce demoness who guarded the city gates. 
Though she appeared frightening hke Kali 
the Goddess of Destruction, 
and fearful like Yama, the Cod of Death, 
Hanuman like unrelenting death sent 
death-like Lankini quickly to her demise. 


To defeat tke demoness wko guarded Lanka, Hanuman 
approacked ker in a very small size. Wken tke demon tried to destroy 
kim, ke immediately kecame very large and struck ker down. Tken 
ke kecame very small and continued on kis way. 

Tke counsel is tkat we must make ourselves noticeakle to 
overcome any overt force directed against us, kut skould otkerwise 
continue small and insignificant. Force skould only ke used at tke 
necessary moment and for tkat moment only. 

- 4 - 

Moving from house to house in a tiny insect-like form, 
the monkey Hanuman searched for Sita. 

He found her at last in Havanas Ashoka garden. 

His happiness and relief turned to anguish. 

Hanuman was a kle to searck for Sita ky making kimself as tiny 
as an insect. To find sometking great and important, as well as wkat 
is secret and mysterious, we must kecome very kumkle and small. A 
time of profound and deep searck is indicated, wkick requires tkat 
we are anonymous and do not attract tke notice of anyone. Tken we 
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can discover tke goal of our quest, tliougli we are still far from 
acKieving it at tliis time. 



V.2:4 


5 - 


Beautiful Sitas left eye and left arm trembled. 

Her attendant Trijata said: 

"These signs portray good news from your beloved Rama. 



Sita was guarded Ly an attendant, Trijata, wlio tliougli slie did 
lier duty of guarding Sita, Lecame sympathetic with Sita and 
comforted lier. 

Signs of approaching help appear; Divine grace is coming near. 
We should he mindful of these signs and see what they are leading 
us to. Our situation, though difficult, is gradually improving, and 
we should he hopeful of new developments, though much time may 
yet elapse before we find complete deliverance. 


- 6 - 

Noting the omen Trijata said: 

"Sita! your message will come today. 

You will meet Ramas servant, 
who will tell you where Rama is. 

His words will make you happy ." 

A messenger or Kelper from a guide or friend will come soon and 
give us good news. We should he on the lookout for such a person. 

ley will let us know how our fate, which appears quite unhappy or 
^en deperate, is about to change dramatically for the hotter. 

now edge of the whereabouts of someone dear to us, whom we have 
ost contact with, is lihely to he received. 


Proclaiming Rama's glory, humbly revealing his monkey form, 
Hanuman approached Sita and said, 

Mother Sita! Both Rama andLakshmana 
are well in the kingdom of the monkey-king Sugriva." 
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A messenger or aid appears unexpectedly or in an unusual form, 
tearing telpful news and advice that trings consolation to those in 
difficulties. We should listen to what he has to say and find comfort 
in his help. Though it may be hard to believe the good tidings are 
true, we should have faith in item. 


Section 3 


Hanuman meets with Sita, gives her Rama's ring, and tells her 
news of Rama. This generally means contact with and help from one 
whom we have long heen separated, and a dramatic improvement in 
our condition. 


“ 1 “ 

Seeing Sitas spirit raised 
Hanuman related to her secrets from Rama 
to prove his claim to be Ramas messenger. 

He gave Sita Rama’s own ring 
which he had brought from across the sea. 

Sita was thrilled with deep love 
seeing Ramas Name inscribed on it. 

A gift from a friend or confidant is indicated, which will aid us 
greatly. Secret wishes will he fulfilled. Long-term separations will he 
overcome. The indication for this happening in the near future has 
now been received and we should rejoice at the turn of events. 

' 2 - 

Receiving the ring once worn on her beloved Ramas hand 
both love and anguish filled Sitas heart. 

Revealing her love for Rama 
to Ramas trusted servant Hanuman, 
in deep rapture she gave the monkey her blessings. 

News from one estranged is received that promises a new meeting 
and reconciliation. Those doing service are acknowledged and 
rewarded for their work, which has heen both difficult and dangerous. 
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Though it is a happy turn of events, the anguish that we have had 
to endure still Kangs over us. 

- 3 - 

W/t/i his head bowed in reverence Hanuman said: 

**Mother Sita! in Rama s Name I now take a vow: 

I will bring both brothers 
Rama andLakshmana here to save you. ” 

An important friend or Kclper will maKe tlie gesture of aid tliat 

£ Thil liappily accept his promise, knowing that it must 

be fulfiliod. Now is a time for making such vows to attempt great 
accomplishments in the future. We must follow through on great 
projects and promises. 


- 4 - 

“As soon as Rama hears my news, 
he will come with his brother Lakshmana 
andSuyriva, kiny of the monkeys. 
Mother Sita! know Rama is coming. 
Owe up all doubts and do not grieve." 


A 


preparing a great alliance of many people to aid us. 
w. sl,oul,l g,vo .,11 „„ 

tl..» .s I,.„l Mi..... ... I, 


“All suffering and distress will depart. 

Be sure in your heart 

that the long-sought day of your release is near. 

Soon Rama, the abode of grace, will arrive. 

He will bridge the ocean in sport 
and remove you from this prison.“ 

Di.i,.. er.,„ ..ill .(_ 

o... a.p.ral.o.,. Noll„„g, ..o, ,|,j J „||| 
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V.3:7 


to oppose it. Tke soul tkat seeks God skould see in tkis tke Divine 
response to its longing. Tkis indication is good for release from 
kondage and okstructions of all types. It skows friends coming to 
kelp us overcome a difficult situation keyond our power to deal witk. 

' 6 “ 

Death hovered in the skies for Havana. 

Deaths kingdom was prepared for him along with his armies. 

Confused by his evil karma, he ignored his destruction. 

Even with twenty eyes he did not see. 

Tkere is a great calamity approacking powerful people wko are 
klinded ky tkeir own arrogance. Tkougk tkey tkin k tkat tkey see and 
kave akundant resources in order to do so, tkey are missing tke trutk. 
Tkis verse is a warning to ke kumkle and desist from willful or 
forceful ventures. Our vision skould not ke trusted at tkis point. We 
must ke mindful of tke dangers tkat approack tkrougk rask or 
wratkful action. 


- 7 “ 

Receiving Sitas blessings and consent to return to Rama, 
bowing his head at the Mothers holy lotus feet, 
then in Havanas Ashoka garden 
Hanuman selected the fruit he liked as a treat. 

Having done a great service, one gets a well deserved reward tkat 
skould ke enjoyed. Tkis will kelp one proceed furtker in one s work, 
of wkick tke greater portion remains yet to ke accomplisked. It skows 
a point of rest or leisure in tke midst of an otkerwise dangerous 
venture. 


Section 4 

Tke virtues of tke four krotkers, bita and Hanuman are again 
extolled in tkis middle section of tke ckapter. 
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- 1 - 

No one can challenge the person 
who meditates on Hanuman, Son of the Wind, 
the crest jewel among warriors! 

Hanuman, bestower of bliss, grants his grace 
to those who humbly seek his aid. 

Hanuman possesses all tke strength of the cosmic life-force and 
tke power of devotion to God. Those, who like him offer their life 
energy to the Divine, gain a strength no external obstacle can 
overcome. Such vitality and enthusiasm should he cultivated and 
will lead us forward. 

- 2 - 

Dwell with reverence at the holy feet of Shatrughna, 
the destroyer of enemies, and do your work. 

He grants welfare, fortune, and joy 
gives wealth, and fulfills all worldly needs. 


A Divine grace to overcome opposition is required. It is available 
to us if we seek it. if we try to overcome our difficulties by our own 
accord, by mere personal will, we are not likely to get far. Now is a 
time of determination and resolute action seeking the right help in 
our struggles. 


- 3 - 

Loyal Bharata is a storehouse of love, 
grace, patience and repose, 
in whom kindness abounds. 

This indication brings devotion, Dharma, and brotherly love. 

therly love, loyalty, humility and patience are the necessary 
es at present. If we follow them, then our way will develop and 
e a e to endure and eventually overcome our obstructions, 
et time is required and we must not expect things to develop quickly. 
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- 4 - 

Merciful Rama, Moon of the solar dynasty 
to the bloominy water-lilies, watches over his devotees. 

Concentrate your mind on Him and perform your work, 
and at each step He will send you the highest bliss. 

Devotion to God un folds tKe way, giving peace and deligkt like 
tke Moon sliining on flowers. It is a time for suck feelings of 
sweetness and joy. Tkis is tke key to our work at present. We must 
take deligkt in wkat we do and not worry akout tke result. Eack step 
we take is as important as tke goal we seek to reack. 


- 5 - 

Virtuous women bow to Holy Sitas lotus feet. 

This image indicates happiness and good fortune. 

Their children prosper, blessed is their fate; 
they ever dwell contentedly with their husbands. 

Eeminine virtues of love and receptivity are necessary. Tkey are 
tke kasis of tke creative work and tke partnerskip now required. In 
ordinary matters, family and ckildren skould ke attended to and 
domestic karmony promoted. 


- 6 ' 

Good fortune and blessings will surround 
the person whose mind takes refuge 
in the lotus feet of Lakshmana, 
the abode of all good attributes. 

You will gain fame, victory and achievement 
and attain the yearning of your heart. 


Tke cultivation of good qualities, virtues, and discrimination is 
indicated. We must refine our action and expression and pursue 
excellence in all that we do. By sucli a proper direction of our forces 
we can gain our goal, Lut it requires self-discipline and concentrated 
work. 
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“ 7 - 

To dwell on gardens of holy basil and lotus flowers, 
the fragrant abode of all grace and good fortune, 
will bring the highest bliss. 

Holy Lasil is sacred to Lord Vislinu and an emLlem of a Keart 
made pure Ly devotion. Lotus flowers indicate tke opening of tlie 
keart and tke soul to God. Suck images indicate a time of inner 
flowering and joy, creativity and love. 



Section 5 

The took returns to the narration of the Ramayana with 
Hanuman still in Lanka having to fight his way out of the city. He 
returns across the sea and helps Rama prepare his forces for the 

coming battle. This shows the preparation for a great struggle, which 
we can win. 


- 1 - 

Hanuman broke down the trees in Ashoka garden 
and ate abundantly their fruit. 

He killed the demon guards who attacked him, 
and slew their leader, Akshaya, one of Ravana's sons. 

Frightening like death was Hanuman s form, 
striking terror into every demon. 

After having found Sita, the wellspring of devotion, Hanuman 
gamed yet more strength. He also became very hungry from his 
arduous journey. When Ravana’s warriors tried to subdue him, 
Hanuman easily defeated them. 

When our vitality is increased by devotion, we are able to perform 
new and extraordinary actions and overcome difficulties that we 
would not have previously thought possible. Such dangerous 
undertakings are required at this time. We will find the power within 
ourselves to accomplisk tkem. 
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' 2 “ 

Hanuman plundered the grove in the garden. 

Then he was caught by Havanas warriors who put his tail on fire, 
but he escaped and burned the city of Lanka, 
leaping from root to roof high in the sky. 

He struck the foreheads of the demons who were helpless before him. 

Lanka was filled with destruction and the people cried out in misery. 

Once our life is linked witk devotion we can destroy tke 
negativity tkat dwells in our minds and kearts. We can ckallenge and 
overcome tke external conditioning tkat kas ruled over us and 
oppressed us witk fear and desire. Tkis requires dramatic and decisive 
action. 

In ordinary matters tkis means a victory over kostile forces and 
tke preparation of tke situation tkrougk wkick we can completely 
defeat tkem. 


- 3 “ 

Having comforted Sita and burned the city of Lanka, 
Hanuman returned to Hamas camp. 

Cooling the flames of his burning tail, 
he told his story, praised Sita, 
and in joy exclaimed: **Heverence to Lord Hama!” 


A kappy return after a great kreaktkrougk or accompliskment 
is indicated. We reconnect witk our leaders and can now rest and 
rejuvenate ourselves. We skould ke kappy witk wkat we kave ackieved 
kut recognize tke grace tkat made it possikle. We skould not forget 
tkat tke main task yet remains to ke done. 


- 4 - 

Happy in their hearts with Hanuman s news, 
Hama and Lakshmana led the army 
of monkeys and bears marching forth to Lanka. 
Good signs appeared along the way, 
proclaiming a quick and certain victory 
over Havana and his hordes. 
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Our forces are Leing marskalleil fortk for a large and important 
encounter wkick we are sure to win. We kave tke ri gkt kel pers and 
know kow to ackieve our goal. We need to take courage in wkat we 
must do and proceed witk energy and organization along our patk, 
preparing for tke jgreat kattle tkat lies akead. 


- 5 - 

As Rama led the monkey armies forth, 
celestial drums reverberated in Heaven, 
and the monkey warriors roared in response. 

Tkis image promises victory, fame, glory, and good kealtk. Tke 
forces of Heaven are witk us in our endeavor, wkick appears daring, 
dangerous and fraugkt witk opposition. Tkis skould arouse us to its 
completion tkat will kring great rewards, kut we must remain fearless 
and follow our ckosen leader. 

In ordinary matters, a great kreaktkrougk is imminent tkrougk 
wkick our situation will dramatically improve. 


- 6 - 

Rama, the ocean of Mercy, 
asked the ocean God Varuna 
to allow his armies to march over the sea. 
Varuna, the unwise God of the sea, 
did not heed Ramas gentle words. 

Rama then spoke in anger, 
and the ocean God humbly yielded. 


An extraordinary courage and daring is required tkat goes keyond 
all ordinary rules and conventions. A kigker law will open tke way 
or us kut we must act immediately and decisively. Tkis skows a time 
wken tke Will of God takes us keyond tke limitations of Nature and 
karma. 
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- 7 ' 

Foxes on the way proclaimed victory: 
red eagles flew indicating good fortune. 

When Havanas righteous brother 
and Hamas friend Vibhishana saw these omens, 
a feeling of ecstasy surged in his heart. 

Rama's impending victory over Ravana was evident to 
ViLliisliana, Ravana's Lrotlier wko was Rama's friend and would take 
over Ravana's tlirone. 

For tliose seeking lielp to overcome unrighteous enemies and 
gain tlieir legitimate position in life, this is a good sign. False leaders 
are about to lose tlieir power and true leaders will he reinstated. A 
great evil or darkness will soon he removed from the world. 


Section 6 

The war in Lanka approaches with Rama's crossing of the sea. 
Ravana's demon hordes go into battle with the army of monkeys in 
a great and terrible fight. This shows the defeat of the unrighteous 
in a great struggle. 


- 1 - 

Hefuge for the homeless, 
protector of the weak, 

Lord Hama protect us! 

Hama! Friend of the poor! 

You proclaimed righteous Vibhishana king of Lanka. 

God protects the weak, the meek and the humble. He establishes 
the rule of legitimately good people in his Kingdom of Eternity. This 
means that the right rulers will soon he given power. We should 
proclaim who they are and seek to restore them to their proper status. 
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- 2 - 

People m Lankas markets, houses, 
bathing tanks and roads said to one another: 

Havana and his kinsmen will soon be led to their destruction. ** 

Bad omens sliow an impending destruction of evil forces. A 
tattle is coming tliat will defeat ttem. We must te certain to place 
ourselves on tte side of tte good or our destruction will also occur. 
Ttose of wrattful disposition stould teed suet warnings and desist 
from asserting ttemselves. 


- 3 - 

/n all directions fires blazed, dogs barked, 
jackals howled, and owls flew screeching. 
Earthquakes shook the ground: 
a comet rose in the sky. 

All signs of impending disaster appeared in Lanka. 


A great disaster or calamity approactes owing to tarmic 
rnis ee s. Ttose wto tave not lived rigtteously will tave to fear for 
eir we -teing. Tte wise will teed ttese omens and put tteir lives 
li ignorant will overlook ttem and place ttemselves at 


- 4 - 

To build a bridge across the sea, 
the bears and monkeys hurled 
trees and rocks into the water, 
which by the power of Rama remained afloat. 

The Gods looked down enthralled and rained blossoms 
the monkey armies moved across the sea on Hamas bridge. 

miraculous crossing is indicated, wtict is tte tasis for a great 
angerous eed ttat we must do. Divine grace is stowing tte 
way to follow and we stould te one-pointed in our purpose. It is a 

time of great and almost magical actievements ttat propel us toward 
our goal. 
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■ 5 ' 

V,le demons looking for their death 
lurked in deep formations ready to fight. 

'They flew like moths to their destruction 
to be consumed in Divine Rama's mighty flames. 

Tlie powers of ignorance naturally Jo not see wkat tliey are Joing, 
nor can they perceive tlieir coining enJ. Tkey attack tke Divine anJ 
its followers wkick only ensures tkeir quick annikilation. Tkose wko 
ckallenge tke Divine must suffer. 


- 6 - 

Clad in armoTf brave demon warriors 
with fiery weapons mounted their steeds. 

Approaching impending death, 
they did not heed the omens of their demise. 

Tlie forces of ignorance and falsekood appear powerful and ready 
to attack, Lut tliis is only a sign tkat tkey are overextending 
tkemselves and kringing akout tkeir own destruction. 

Misguided people are amkitiously pursuing a wrong course. Tkey 
do not kear tke warnings given to tkem or stop to tkink. Wkatever 
is attempted witk force under tkis indication is kound to lead to 
disaster and quick retribution. 


' 7 ' 

Unintimidated by the prowess of their demon foes, 
the valiant monkeys humbled their demonic pride. 

The might of Rama protected the monkeys 
and became their invincible armor. 

Tke powers of ignorance and falsekood can make a great skow 
of strengtk in tkis transient world kut tkose wko know tke Eternal 
cannot ke deceived ky tkis pretence. Wkoever takes refuge in tke 
Eternal Self can overcome all tke difficulties of time. Tke defeat of 
unrigkteous people and causes is portrayed. 
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Section 7 

Ravana's army is destroyed and finally Ravana, tke king of the 
demons himself is slain hy Lord Rama. This shows the defeat of 
negativity, hostility and arrogance. 

- i ' 



Among the great demon warriors brave 
Meghanada, Atikaya, and Mahodara, the sons of Havana, 
lay defeated dead in battle. 

Havana then woke his fiercest warrior, 
his younger brother Kumbhakarna, who lay in a mystic sleep, 
so the tragic story sadly tells. 


Ravana sent his sons to defeat Rama and Lahshmana and the 
monkey armies, hut they were killed instead. Kumhhakarna is the 
younger brother and the strongest demon warrior. He did not agree 
with Ravana's cause hut out of loyalty to his brother fought for him- 
He spent six months of his year in a mystic sleep which gave him 
great powers. 

The indication is that those who challenge the Divine Will must 
he destroyed. However, there are yet more negative forces than our 
uman mind can imagine, much less defeat. It is necessary to arouse 
these ignorant forces of the deep subconscious in order to eliminate 
them from our minds. 


- 2 - 

Hrom mystic sleep Kumbhakarna s vast body was aroused: 
staring in anger, yawning, he stood up. 

Then he rushed at the monkey armies, 
like drought striking flourishing fields. 



A deep unconscious egoism and desire is indicated here, which 
is very difficult to overcome. We must now face this dragon, hut it 
wi not he easy. An extraordinary and intractable opponent or 
o stacle must he dealt with in an extraordinary way. We must give 
our energies to the battle. 
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- 3 ' 

^amas dark blue body became the clouds, 
hts brilliant dress became the lightning shafts: 
blamas grace ended such vain drought. 

The Cods were the farmers who watched m joy: 
the arrows of Rama s mercy fell like ram 
and Kumbhakarna was put to rest. 

Only tlie Divine Will can overcome tke Jeep-seated ignorance 
and attacliment wKidi originates witK life itself, tliat is deeper tlian 
our personal or collective existence. Suck a great and intractakle 
obstacle can now ke overcome. Deliverance from a seemingly 
insurmountakle difficulty is indicated. 

- 4 - 

Rama faced Ravana himself 
the greatest of the demons in battle. 

Both brave warriors fought fiercely. 

Each threw daring challenges to the other: 
their war cries pierced the sky. 

All of kis supporters kaving keen eliminated, Ravana kimself, 
tke selfisk will, was exposed. Tke ego is tke most deep-seated drive 
witkin us apart from tke soul's devotion to God and Trutk. Our lives 
are struggles ketween tkese two forces. 

Tkis indicates confronting our main okstacle or opponent in life. 
We must now strive directly to overcome and eliminate it once and 
for all. Naturally, tkis will ke very difficult and will require a 
tremendous struggle. 

” 5 " 

tdis twenty powerful arms and ten fierce heads 
were repeatedly cut off 
but Ravana, the peerless warrior, 
was not killed or even badly wounded, 
nor was he distraught. 
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TKe ego creates every illusion around itself. It cannot he defeated 
unless we cut it off at tke keart, wkick is to discover Rama, tke Divine 
Self, witkin. 

Tkis indicates we are facing tke most difficult to defeat of all 
opponents. Notking kuman can overcome kim. Only witk great 
effort and insigkt can victory ke ours. No ordinary effort will ke 
successful. Before accomplisking tke goal we must face many failures 
and apparent successes tkat do not last. 

' 6 - 

Rama, who heeds the calls of his devotees, 
stood alone, victorious on the battlefield. 

Havana was slain. The Gods beat their drums in joy; 
celestial blossoms fell from the sky. 

Rama kas defeated Ravana. Tke Divine kas overcome tke 
undivine. Good kas defeated evil. Trutk kas triumpked over 
falsekood. Tke true leader kas won out over tke tyrant. 

Tkis indicates a great victory and tke complete ackievement of 
our wiskes. Our main difficulty kas keen resolved and deliverance 
kas come. We can now yield a sigk of relief and relax. 


- 7 - 

The Cods abide secure in their Heavens. 

Havanas righteous brother Vibhishana 
was crowned king of Sri Lanka. 

This last verse of the fifth section 
indicates the achievement of great victory and prosperity. 


f evil 


All difficulties kave keen overcome and tke power o 
comp etely destroyed. Tke new and rigkteous order kas keei 
estaklisked, wkick now kas tke power to endure. 

We skould ke kappy and content witk wkat kas keen ackieved 
Now it is time to rejoice and create a karmonious and kappy futur 
for all. 
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chapter () 


Having defeated Ravana, Lord Rama returns from Lanka in 
triumpK. He is estaLlislied as King and Emperor in Ayodkya. 
However, earthly happiness is denied even such Divine incarnations 
as Sita and Rama: the gossip of the townsfolk forces Sita to retire 
into the forest. This chapter relates to the last events in Rama's life 
and shows not only the highest achievement, the rule of the God 
King, hut the responsibility and the shadow of misfortune that such 
responsibility brings. 


Section 1 

Tke victory of Rama over Ravana is celebrated in Lanka with 
great festivities. Then Rama and Sita return to Ayodhya. Ibis 
section is generally auspicious, showing the happiness that follows 
from a great and extraordinary accomplishment. 


- 1 - 

Indra, the Lord of Heaven, at the request of Lord Rama, 
dropped nectar from the sky for the slain monkeys and bears, 
and brought them back to life. 

Concentrate your mind on Rama who grants life, 
and gives comfort to those fallen and suffering. 

Those who fall or suffer protecting the truth gain an eternal 
reward. Our own efforts toward a higher life that meet with 
opposition in the external world gain internal rewards which far 
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outweigh those the worlJ can give. Those who have suffered for a 
good cause are rewarded and reinstated into their previous positions. 

- 2 - 

Hanuman with deep reverence 
brought Sita from the prison garden 
back to her beloved Ramas side. 

They met together in silent tender love. 

Peace and happiness abide in the hearts of all. 

Hanuman as the messenger of devotion both discovers Sita and 
brings her bach to Rama. This alliance of Hanuman and Sita, our 
devoted service and deepest love, brings about great peace and 
happiness. The meaning is that one who has been estranged from us 
will he brought bach by the help of a trusted friend and messenger. 

- 3 - 

Sita, who never committed any sin, 
proved her purity in the fire, 
which became cool like sandalwood as she entered it. 

This indication is auspicious for Dharma, duty, 
austerity and for loves sweet success. 

^ Sita entered into a sacred fire to prove her purity, because having 
een under Ravana's power for so long, most people would consider 
^ at she had become impure. 

We must ever he ready to prove our goodness by offering ourselves 
re eeply to the Divine. This indication is good for anyone 
ering legal entanglements, or misjudgment of any type. Their 
cause will he vindicated. 


“ 4 ' 

With deep regard for all, paying honor to his army 
of monkeys and bears, with Sita, Lakshmana and friends, 
Rama, the Sun of the solar dynasty, 
prepared to leave Lanka. 
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A kappy and successful departure is indicated. Having achieved 
what we wished after a tremendous struggle, we are free to return home 
and start a new life. The most important thing now is to give our regard 
to those who have helped us in our journey and joyfully take our leave. 


- 5 


The Cods in ecstasy rained flowers from the sky 
os songs of farewell resounded from all directions. 
This is the moment of the highest bliss, 

when Rama, the Lord of Ayodhya, 
began his journey home and mounted his celestial vehicle. 


A great and happy journey home begins, with much sightseeing 
and recollection of the events along our outward hound way. One 
gains a great vehicle that gives one honor. This indication is favorable 
for travel, enjoyment, and for developing a broader vision of our lives. 


- 6 - 

As they traveled in the aerial car, 

Lord Rama showed to his beloved Sita the oceans, lakes, 
streams, mountains and forests that they flew over, 
recalliny their journey by foot across the land. 

Enchanted with love was the heart of Lord Rama 
and his wife Sitas ardor grew in return. 

One travels in a great veKicle tkat provides a panoramic^view. 
One looks over tke events of one's life witk joy and satisfaction, 
sharing them with partners and friends. Life's journey remains as an 
impression in tke heart tkat is eternally ours. If our action is good 
this impression increases our Divine love and joy. 

' 7 ' 

All auspicious signs were conjoined like two hands 
in reverence seeing the celestial vehicle fly by. 

"Reverence to Rama, crest jewel of the solar dynasty! 

all creatures exclaimed, "Reverence to Sitas Lord! 

Reverence again and again! 
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All tlie forces of Nature, along witK tlie inner powers of tlie mind, 
pay komage to tkose wko live in Trutk and offer tkeir lives to upkold 
it. Tke Divine power akove is konored ky kumkle creatures kelow. 
Tins skows a wonderful journey tkat krings great acclaim. 


Section 2 


Rama and kis party return to Ayodkya. Rama is installed not 
only as King of Kosala kut as emperor of India. Tkese indications 
are very auspicious for recognition and rulerskip. 


" 1 - 

In Ayodhya, all the people thrilled with joy 
to see the celestial vehicle fly into the city, 
just like the lotus and the swan 
are enchanted seeing the morning star rise in the sky. 

Tke coming of a great person or group is indicated ky an 
impressive vekicle, kringing great klessings or gifts. Tke masses of 
people gain inspiration, sensing ike return of tkeir true leader and 
guide. Tins skows success in journeys and tke arrival of important 
guests. 


- 2 “ 

Rama, Lakshmana andSita safely returned home to Ayodhya, 
having inflicted defeat upon all who challenged them. 

Bowing to the feet of their family guru Vasishta, 

^hey greeted their family. 

Then Rama met with his brother Dharata, 
who ruled in Ramas absence, 
worshiping Ramas sandals on the throne. 

Tke true guides and leaders return and are given tkeir proper 
welcome. A great reunion occurs. Tkose wko kave ruled in tkeir 
name and preserved tkeir position are especially konored. Tkose wko 
kave waited faitkfidly kave tkeir waiting come to a kappy end. 





- 3 ' 

The city of Ayodhya looked desolate like an orphan, 
the queen mothers by grief had become pale and emaciated. 
Rama, Lakshmana, andSita were distressed 
seeing the anguish borne by the loving ladies. 

In tke aLsence of our friends and loved ones tkere lias Leen grief. 
In tke aksence of tke rigkt leaders tke common people kave suffered. 
Now tkat tke rigkt connections and leaderskip is reestaklisked, it 
will take some time to relieve tkem of tkeir misery and improve tke 
situation. 


- 4 - 

Rama met his mothers, guru, and friends, 
and offered his deep regards for each. 

This indication means meetings. 

Partings may be happy or may cause dismay. 

A more personal and generally kappy reunion is indicated kere, 
witk tkose from wkom one kas keen aksent or estranged. After suck 
a long separation any furtker partings may meet witk distrust, kut 
for now we skould ke kappy. 




The Gods were thrilled, 
the sages were ecstatic, 
all fourteen worlds were filled with delight. 
All men and women 

of the great city of Ayodhya sang with joy, 
rejoicing in their homes both day and night. 



Cjreat festivity and rejoicing is indicated at a great return, 
reorientation, or event of good fortune. One skould enjoy tke keauty 
of tke moment along witk tke many wko skare it, kotk in tke \dsikle 
and invisikle worlds. 
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- 6 - 

The great guru Vasishta chose an auspicious day. 

Rama was crowned king of Ayodhya 
according to the most sacred rites. 

Thus began the sacred reign of Rama, 
when peace dwelled on Earth. 

Of all verses, this is the foremost to give triumph and success. 

Rama, representative of the Divine Will, is estahlishcd as king 
of the world. The Divine Will is again honored hy people, which 
brings peace and blessings. This indicates triumph, victory and the 
achievement of our highest goals. It shows the establishment of a 
way of life in harmony with the grace of God. 

- 7 " 

Kings from near and far brought numerous and extraordinary gifts, 
to crown Rama as emperor of the entire land. 

They humbly offered their obeisance to the Lord. 

This is a supreme sign of blessings. 

Rama not only became King of Kosala, hut also emperor of 
Divine Will is honored in the entire world. This brings 
an en to all the main conflicts, problems and sufferings of people, 
great reign and dominion, an important rulership is indicated. 

Section 3 

Lord Rama estalilishes kis rule and organizes Kis kingdom according 
J ^ ^ Dharma or cosmic law. Tke founding of a positive new order 
ate t at will last for a long time and its influence will spread afar. 

- 1 - 

With songs of victory and beating drums, 
t e Cods rained down flowers from the magic wish-fulfilling tree. 
Rama was crowned king of Ayodhya, 
in this indication lies all prosperity. 
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Tke Gods add to tke kiessing, granting tke favor of Heaven. 
Once tke Divine Will is konored on Eartk, tke marriage of Heaven 
and Eartk can take place, tke descent of tke Kingdom of Heaven 
onto tke Eartk. Tkis skows action in karmony witk tke Divine Will 
tkat cannot ke opposed. 

- 2 - 

/ambavan, king of the bears, Sugriva, the monkey-king, 
and Vibhishana, the new king of Lanka, 
were honored as Rama s special guests, 

Rama warmly welcomed them, 
and honored each accordingly with the choicest gifts, 

Nokle guests, former companions and kelpers are konored and 
entertained. New alliances kased upon previous friendskips are 
forged. Tkose wko kave worked well are given tkeir proper rewards 
and positions wortky of tkeir service. Now is tke time for suck 
skaring. 


- 3 - 

Peace and joy prevailed in the Kingdom of Rama, 
the forests and the houses were full of abundance. 

All trees bore sweet fruit like the wish-bearing tree: 
like the wish-fulfilling cow all fields yielded abundant crops. 

Prosperity and klessings prevail in tke land, kringing akout a 
time of great productivity and kappiness. Tkis is kecause tke Divine 
Will is respected and konored, not only among people kut in all 
Nature. Wkat is done under tkis indication must yield akundantly, 
wkatever our query may ke akout. 

^ 4 - 

All actions done under Ramas rule 
were good and successful. 

All efforts were fruitful and all deeds noble. 

No unexpected harm could come 
even to a hair of one of his people. 
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when the will of God is estatlisked on EartK, Lotk Nature and 
kuman society function justly, karmoniously and kappily. Tkis verse 
is very auspicious, indicating action in karmony witk tke Divine Will, 
freedom from karm and tke attainment of our desires. 

~ 5 - 

The brave demon warriors like Havana, Kumbhakarna, 
and valiant Meghanada of world renown, 
tumbled down like trees 
on the overflowing banks of the river of death, 
taken away by the flood of Rama s righteous wrath. 

Tke forces of evil and negativity kave keen defeated and are now 
no more tkan a memory. Tkey serve as examples tkat tkose wko 
oppose tke Divine Will only destroy tkemselves. Suck examples, 
kowever frigktening, skould not ke forgotten. Tkey represent a 
potential inside all of us tkat can arise at any moment, if we give 
ourselves over to pride and egotism. 

' 6 - 

Warriors like Havana and their kin 
became victims of a fearful death. 

The real omen of misfortune is this: 
the confused mind trapped in the net of worldly desires. 

Ravana represents a wise and powerful man wkose ego is trapped 
in wor y desires, causing kim to kecome arrogant and violent. Tkis 
ego IS tke real e\al omen and demonic force tkat we all kave to deal 
^tk on a daily kasis. We must not forget tke potential for destruction 
at comes from giving into such forces. 


- 7 



Rama gave Lanka's crown to Havana's brother Vtbhishana 
along with that great kingdom's sovereign rights. 

Lauded even today is the fame 
Vibhishana earned in his bright and dazzling reign. 
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ViLKisliana sliows tlie pure ego surrendered to God and lionoring 
tlie Divine Will. It gives great inner benefits tlirougli its liumility. 
We sliould cultivate suck a serviceful attitude in our lives and 
relationships. It will give us muck happiness in tke long run, whatever 
short-term difficulties may arise. 

Section 4 

The main characters of the story are again lauded as is typical 
of this middle section. The indications require that we honor the 
qualities represented hy these figures to really benefit from them. 


- 1 ‘ 

Worshiping the image of Hanuman, son of the Wind, brings bliss. 

It grants success to all noble endeavors. 

Concentrate your mind on the messenger of Rama, 
then all magical powers will fall into your hands. 

A 

It is very difficult to contact God, who is transcendent, infinite 
and eternal. We need a messenger. Hanuman represents that Divine 
messenger, who can intercede for us. He is our own inner devotion 
that is ever in contact with God. Such a messenger is require at 
this time. 

- 2 ' 

To think of Rama s faithful brother Bharata 
when one starts auspicious actions brings peace. 

This is the fulfillment of the Divine Dharma, 
devotion, and work, as well as what one seeks. 

Loyalty, Jevotion and patience are tke Divine qualities now 
necessary. Much work is required to accomplish the goal hut great 
achievement will come in the long run. We must work like the loyal 
and humble brother of a man greater than ourselves. 
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One will find great joy by dwelling 
on Shatrugbnas holy lotus feet. 

One earns victory and glory in endeavors, gain in land, 
property and affairs of the government. 

Divine grace is necessary to overcome tKose wko oppose us. 
ere may Le various disputes, particularly involving property or 
peop e in power, perkaps tke government, kut rigkt and victory are 

n our si e. We skould proceed, resolute in our determination and 
conriaent or our aim. 


- 4 - 

When the wavering mind dwells like a nightingale 
on the moon-like facepf Rama, 
your actions will produce wonderful results. 

Like the reign of King Rama, 
ot all times you will know boundless peace. 

to tke Divine Will and power skows tke way and krings 
^ur^actions to tkeir appropriate accompliskments. We skould now 

lark fU 1 grace to gain wkat we need. Otkerwise we may 

e stakikty and consistency to ke successful. 


- 5 - 

^our actions will become auspicious if you take refuge 
ot the lotus feet of Sita, the daughter of Mother Earth. 
Your crops will be bountiful, rain abundant, 

^-Country prosperous, and the peoples joy complete. 


tkis ti ^ ^ feminine principle are required at 

Nat L- L^. 1 creative powers and tke kounty of 

^ain rJ kL t e way to kappiness. Wkatever one seeks must ke 

C 1 careful cultivation and witk proper regard and respect 

ror those beneatk us. 
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- d - 

Bow your head at noble Lakshmanas holy lotus feet 
to gain a good helper, brother and friend. 

Let loyal devotion attend your deeds 
d your efforts will bring fulfillment. 

A helpful friend and companion is required to complete the task. 
One must apply oneself in nohle friendship to achieve a common 
end, even if it means selflessly giving up one's own desires. Then 
everything will turn out well. 


- 7 - 

Those like Tulsidas who repose their love, 
fate and hope in the Divine Name of Lord Rama 

become intoxicated and gain a blissful and immortal destiny. 

Full devotion in God, even to the point of intoxication, is not 
only the highest joy, hut grants the greatest destiny of immortal life. 
Such an excess of joy is not inappropriate under this verse, 
particularly for poets, artists and devotees. 

Section 5 

The challenges to Rama's reign follow here. Even in the best of 
times, when God appears to he with us, there are important 
difficulties to face and a special responsibility. 

- 1 - 

At the doorstep of the renowned court of King Rama 
lay the dead body of a Brahmin boy. 

In deep sorrow his parents wept, not understanding 
why they should meet such misfortune 
while Divine Rama reigned, and prayed for Rama's mercy. 

There is no complete or lasting peace and happiness in this world 
of death and duality. Even in the best and most spiritual of times, 
unexpected evils and sorrows are bound to occur, must be rea y 
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for tkem. Even God cannot change the limitations of time, lea 
and destiny. 


' 2 


Rama was pensive, his attendants felt ashamed, 
the royal ministers in sorrow thought: 
"What great sin in the reign of Rama 
could have brought about 
the youths untimely death?" 



A Lad event in the Lest of times causes us to tLinle and reexamine 
our course. It stands out more poignantly than suck an event in 
generally Lad times. We must always Le ready to examine wkat we 
Lave done as all actions Lave tkeir limitations. 


- 3 “ 


Some citizen has transgressed the Dharma, " 
a voice from heaven was heard to say. 
Perform actions with the rule of Rama in your heart, 
ond seek forgiveness for past transgressions. 


ome past wrong tKat we have Jone has come hack to give us 
pro ems. Such wrong actions hill the Brahmin hoy or the innocent 

wro" T The need for purification of past 

ong actions is indicated, honoring the will of God. 


Rcmas merciful heart 

brought the dead Brahmin 6oy back to life again. 

This omen brings health and welfare. 

Those sick and bedridden 
ivill arise cured of their diseases. 

A reversal of a negative condition is indicated, a return to health, 
happiness and prosperity. This occurs suddenly and without any 
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evident cause tkrougli Divine grace. Tkose in difficulties skould see 
in tkis verse an unexpected improvement. 

- 5 - 

Those who saw the Brahmins son 
rise from the dead, exclaimed: 

He seems to wake from sleep!” 

By Ramas mercy all will be well, 
and the mind will be freed from worry, 

A resurrection of spiritual aspiration or knowledge occurs, 
kringing peace of mind. Tkis indication is also good for recovery 
from disease or any calamity tkat may assail us and appear to kave 
defeated us. Divine grace and tke fortune of tke times is witk us and 
will allow us to succeed despite all apparent adversity. 


- 6 - 

Rama turned a stone back into a woman, 
made rocks float on the sea, 
and restored dead monkeys back to life, 

Ramas grace brings all good qualities, 
and through it good fortune flows in abundance, 

Rama performed many miracles, like restoring sage Gautama s 
wife from ker imprisonment in stone, making stones float to create 
a kridge across tke sea to Lanka, and restoring life to tke monkeys 
killed in tke war witk Ravana. Divine grace can do tke impossikle. 
Under tkis indication sudden, miraculous or unexpected ckanges, 
klessings or gains can occur. But tkese require faitk to really 
manifest. 


- 7 - 

Boatman and demon, bird and beast, 
Rama honored equally with beneficent grace, 
Ramas compassion is a treasure ground 
of bliss and good fortune. 
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AU are equal in tke eyes of God, tke good and tke evil, kuman 
and animal. Witk tke vision of equality, our good fortune is assured. 
Suck clear vision is now necessary. Tken we can ke kappy living wi tk 
tke fluctuations of fate. 


Section 6 


Tke reign of Rama continues witk great ackievements, great 
ckallenges and kis ultimate sacrifice of personal kappiness. Tke reign 
of Dkarma always makes us place tke general welfare akead of our 
personal fulfillment. 


- 1 • 

All men and women who lived during Ramas reign 
followed their Dharma on the enlightenment path. 

They achieved all four goals of life: 
enjoyment, wealth, honor and liberation in the end. 

No one was sinful, sad, greedy or angry. 

Hack of us kas a particular Dkarma or function in tke universal 
order, following wkick we gain kappiness and tke wkole universe 

prospers. We must learn our role and fulfill it according to tke Will 
of God. 


- 2 ' 

An owl and vulture who had long quarrelled 
brought their dispute to King Rama, who gave them peace. 
This omen shows the resolution of conflict, 
the following of Dharma with differences solved, 
Pharma s precepts upheld, and the gaining of justice. 


is is a favorakle indication for tke ending of conflicts and for 
t e victoty of rigkteous causes. Fair and dispassionate judges exist 

w o can eal witk even complex difficulties, kut one must ke willing 
to seek tkem out. 
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- 3 - 

Recalling a dogs complaint against a monk, 
this conclusion is drawn: 
like the swan who separates water from milk, 
justice is always found when Rama rules. 

Tke instance is of a Jog wko was wronged ky a monk and tke monk 
punisked. Suck a power of justice is indicated kere tkat it follows tke 
trutk and is not deceived ky appearances of kigk and low, good and kad. 
Tkis power of true discernment is necessary at tkis time. 


- 4 - 

The common people gossiped and Rama condemned it. 

They tainted Sitas pure nature with their petty thoughts. 

Some ill-natured people are ever to be found, 
unashamed and thoughtless in their selfish opinions. 

Evil gossip is spread even against tkose wko are completely pure 
and innocent. Tke power of inferior people is growing and skould ke 
ckecked ky tke force of trutk or it will wreak kavoc. Unfortunately, 
tkis power of petty-mindedness is greater tkan any more evident evil 
in its akility to cause karm and is almost impossikle to eradicate. 


' 5 • 

To protect his kingdom, 

Rama was forced to banish Sita, his peerless wife. 

In service he ever abides. 

Denied his hearts love, he patiently bore the supreme anguish. 
In this omen abides a great misfortune of fate. 


Tke ignorant forces of tkis world cannot tolerate perfect 
kappiness for anyone, even God incarnate. Rama, tkerefore, kad to 
accept tke kaniskment of kis wife to end tke gossip of people and 
restore order to kis kingdom. Tkis skows petty people (tke inferior 
mind) wko cannot accept spiritual knowledge (Sita). Suck a 
situation is unfortunate, tkougk at least tke people have enough 
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receptivity to accept tlie rule of Rama (tke D ivine Will). Tkis sKows 
a limitation of destiny tkat cannot ke overcome. 

- 6 - 

All people lived in peace and happiness, 
engaged in their appropriate work and performed the worship 
appropriate to their temperaments and stage of life. 

The image of Rama s reign brings the fruit 
of rituals, mantras andyogic practices. 

Tke order of Dkarma or cosmic law grants eack tking in its rigkt 
place, and tke appropriate concern for kotk tke kigk and tke low. 
Tkis is tke foundation for all spiritual practices wkick are now 
propitious. An integral development is portrayed. 

- 7 - 

Countless sacred rites were performed, 
and countless charities given. 

Countless omens of peace were found 
in the glorious reign of King Rama, the God King. 

Tke rule of Divine grace krings akout tke rectification of tke world order 
according to its keavenly ideal. Piety and ckarity are recjuired and kring peace 
to tkose wko do tkem. Suck attitudes and actions are now appropriate. 

Section 7 

Sita s destiny is portrayed and ker giving kirtk to twin sons 
ava an Kuska. Tkere is kotk sorrow and joy, tkougk tke 
ultimate outcome is not kappy. 

- 1 “ 

poignant gnef Sita and Rama are forced to part. 

This !s an image of great suffering and misfortune. 

One s travel will take one far away from friends and family 
to distant lands, where ill health, losses, and difficulties may occur. 
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Banisliment or exile are indicated and tkrougli no fault of one's 
own. Even tliose wKo Lelieve in us can do little to kelp. Tke 
limitations of destiny must ke korne. Any travel, journeys or 
assignments will cause lasting separations and muck grief. 

- 2 - 

Peerless Sita without fault was exiled 
owing to the gossip of low-minded people. 

Lost in remorse and anguish was Ramas heart. 

His ministers were pensive, the people grew thin. 

Joy and peace departed from the kingdom. 

Our Sita or purity of mind is exiled ky gossip and petty tkou gkts. 
Tkis causes us to lose contact witk tke keneficent and nurturing 
forces of tke universe. Inferior people okstruct tke will of trutk. Tkis 
indicates difficulties leading to loss and sorrow. 

“ 3 - 

Lava and Kusha, twin sons of Rama, 
were born in exile at the ashram of the sage Valmiki. 

This news brings happiness to saddened hearts. 

This image means that news of welfare 
and birth of children will be brought by someone. 

Sita lived in Valmiki's askram after ske was exiled from Ayodkya. 
Ske gave kirtk to twins named Lava and Kuska in tke askram, wkick 
ske kad conceived witk Rama in Ayodkya. In a difficult situation a 
new gain or accompliskment occurs, kringing some alleviation of tke 
situation. Tkis is tke kappiness tkat comes in sorrow. But it can 
skow any good news. 


- 4 ~ 


Having come to the court of Rama, Lava and Kusha 
told the assembly the deeds of Rama in wonderful stories. 
They gained renown amidst the kings and princes. 
Fame and gain will come of this omen. 
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Lava anJ Kuska, now grown, visit tke court of Rama. 
Long-estranged associates or kinsmen appear witk important new 
tidings and knowledge of old events. One's ckildren or prot g s will 
gain konor and recognition. 

5 ' 

With Lava and Kasha came Sita and the sage Valmiki. 

When Rama heard this thrilling news, 
deep jog surged in bis heart at first, 
but soon he was filled with grief 

A reunion or reconciliation after a long separation occurs kut it 
cannot ke lasting, tkougk tke two parties involved certainly deserve 
to ke togetker. Outer okstacles remain too formidakle to ke 
overcome. Hence tke kappiness only leads to sorrow. 

- 6 - 

Sita, daughter of the Earth, returned to the Earth 
carried on a golden throne. 

Injustice, misfortune, sorrow, fear, anguish, 
and shame all arise in this tragic moment. 

Rama's ministers were still unakle to accept Sita. So Sita said. 
If in my mind, speeck, and action I kave keen devoted only to Rama 
and Rama alone, let tke Motker Eartk receive me into ker kosom.” 
Tken tke Eartk opened up around Sita and a golden tkrone appeared 
on wkick ske sat down. Tke tkrone went kack into tke Eartk as 
flowers from tke keavens fell upon Sita. Rama grieved for kis keloved 
wife and demanded tkat tke Eartk skould restore ker to kim or else 
give kim a place ky ker side upon tke golden tkrone. Tke Creator 
tken reminded kim of tke need to fulfill kis mission on Eartk, after 
wkick ke would join kis consort Sita in tkeir eternal akode. 

Tke Eartk or feminine principle retires, not keing acknowledged 
properly. Tkis means great misfortune. Nature turns against us. 
Love and receptivity are akandoned. Our soul leaves us and spiritual 
knowledge turns away. Suck kas keen tke state of tke world wken 
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kuman keings Jo not recognize tke importance of tke feminine 
principle. 

- 7 - 

This last verse of the sixth chapter 
brings blessings to LordRamas devotees. 

Meditate upon Ramas noble deeds with deep thought 
and the highest bliss will come to you, 

Tke ways of tke Divine Will are inscrutakle to tke kuman minJ. 
Tkey sometimes appear to kring injustice anJ often kring suffering. 
We must recognize tkat tkis transient worlJ is a play anJ a test for 
tke soul. We must not ke taken in ky appearances kut tkrougk our 
inmost Jevotion see tke Master, wko is tke sole ruler, kekinJ tkis 
facaJe. 
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Sita passing through the fire ordeal 







3 ^ 

chapter 7 


Tke last cliapter of tke kook contains miscellaneous indications, 
many of tkem inauspicious, and concludes witk tke rules for 
consulting tke oracle. 


Section 1 

Tkis section skows wkat can ke gained on tke different days of 
tke week, wkick are explained astrologically according to tke planet 
ruling tke day and its related deities in tke story of Rama. We are 
encouraged to action on tkese days muck like at tke keginning of 
tke oracle, kut kere tke results are more certain. 

- 1 • 

Perform your actions remembering the four holy brothers 
Rama, Lakshmana, Bharata and ShatrXighna, 

You will gain success in your endeavors, 
profit, love, and all good fortune, 

Tke indication is general and refers to tke keginning of any 
enterprise. Wkatever we do, rememkering God and kis 
manifestations will kring good results kecause it ensures Divine grace 
and aid of tke universal powers. Now is a time of new keginnings for 
wkick suck a kiessing is required. 

- 2 ' 

For the Moon, offer the water lily of peace and bliss, 
for the Sun, a lotus bud about to bloom; 
hold the Name of mighty Hanuman in your heart 
and all actions that you do will bear quick and happy fruit 


165 



VII.1:2 


Tke Sun and Moon are tke ru ling luminaries of tke sky, kut 
even tkey are mere servants of tke Divine Will. Hanuman, wko 
personifies empowerment ky tke Divine Will, skould ke worskiped, 
tken wkatever celestial influence tkere is can ke used in a positive 
manner. Hanuman is tke great power of vital energy tkrougk Divine 
grace tkat can accomplisk perfectly every action. Tkat vitality is 
necessary for our endeavors at kand. 


- 3 - 

On Sunday, the day of the powerful Sun, 
meditate on Lord Rama, the Sun of the solar dynasty. 

This brings gain in vehicles, gems, wealth, 
victory, elevation in career and government favor. 

As Time may provide, your destiny will be good. 

Tke Sun (Surya) dispenses gains from people in kigk positions 
like tkose in tke government, or tkose wko are greatly konored in 
some way, including one's fatker. It is good for personal and spiritual 
ventures in wkick we seek to attain a kigker level of individual 
ackievement. Suck activities will ke successful at tkis time, 
particularly if we initiate tkem on a Sunday. 


- 4 - 

On Monday, the day of the delightful Moon, 
seek the blessings of Lord Rama, 
who is as beautiful as the Moon. 

This provides gains in plants, children, and worship, 
and grants popularity in whatever you may do. 


^ e oon (CkanJra) rules over plants, Kerbs, Kealing, cows, and 
agricu lure. As a fertile planet, it also rules over cKildren, particularly 
in It is tke planet of tke masses and gives popularity. It rules 
over evotion and religious worskip. Tkese matters are now 
auspicious to engage in according to tke orientation of our question. 
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“ 5 ' 

On Tuesday, the day of wrathful Mars, bow to the guru 's feet. 

As Time may provide, you will have success 
in legal disputes and ventures relating to land. 

You will defeat your enemies 
and overcome all obstacles in your way. 

Tuesday, ruled ty tlie malefic and destructive planet Mars 
(Mangala), is not favorable for most ventures. It is best for actions 
tliat are liarsli in nature, like disputes, and even success in tkese 
requires tkat we lionor enligktened teachers who can kelp us ea 
witk suck strong energies. Tkese actions are appropriate at tkis time. 

- 6 - 

On Wednesday, the day of thoughtful Mercury, 
meditate upon Sita and Rama. 

For overcoming problems in your home, 
for the education of children, for profit in business, 
and for study and communication, a way will be shown. 

Wednesday, tbe day of Mercury (Budba), is favorable for tbe 
affairs of that planet, wbicb are of an educational or commercial 
nature. These include writing, teacbing, j 

communication ventures. Mercury also relates to cbi ren. e Y 
for tbe planet is Lord Visbnu bimself, of whom Rama is an 
incarnation. Sucb matters should now be attended to. 


- 7 - 

On Thursday, the day of benefic Jupiter, rituals, fasts, 
pilyrimayes, and sacraments like marriayes will be auspicio 
By the blessinys of the Guru, all weeks 
in the reiyn of Lord Rama briny welfare and abundance. 

Thursday is tbe day of benefic Jupiter (Bribaspati), who gives 
Iter abundance and inner knowledge. Jupiter is tbe guru or teacher 
nong tbe planets. His day is favorable for all sacramental rites like 
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marriage, and for actions of worsfiip and spiritual practice like 
rituals, fasting and meditation. Yet kis Llessing is good for all times, 
as Jupiter's energy is expansive, creative and fructifying. 


Section 2 


Tke same sukject matter of tke previous ckapter continues, 
concluding tke days of tke week. Tken it deals witk tke lunar nodes, 
Raku and Ketu, wkick cause eclipses and are tkerefore generally 
unfavorakle. 


- 1 - 

On Friday, the day of lovely Venus, mantras, 

Tantnc practices, gems and herbs may be used. 

Be careful in your actions not to fall under illusion or deceit, 
then they will bring you good fortune. 

Fnday is tke day of kenefic Venus (Skukra), wko in Vedic 
oug t is tke teacker of Tantra, or magical practices. He is tke 
^ac er o t e demons (tkose of wratkful temperaments) and is a 
min or sagely person. Venus is a feminine planet and its day is 
g o or a airs of women. It is good for artistic and kealing ventures 
. Actions relating to all tkese matters are auspicious now. 


“ 2 - 

On Saturday, the day of harsh Saturn, 

^patient and do not seek to accomplish anything great. 

You may gam m lands, houses, servants and metals, 
if you gain the grace of Lord Rama. 

Saturday is the day of dark and malefic Saturn (Skani) and so 
^ y not a ayorakle day for most activities wkick, incidentally, 

J A ^ ^ Western world as a day of relaxation 

1 ^ ^ y i God is pleased can good results come to us on tkis 

y aturn ru es ands, kouses, servants and metals and can grant 
success in tkese matters. 
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- 3 “ 

Ba/)u and Ketu, the dragons head and tail, 
ever malefic and retrograde in motion, bring misfortune. 

Bodiless and headless, filled with deceit, 
opposed to the Divine Will, they cause us sorrow. 

1 lie lunar nodes or dragon's liead and tail are responsiLle for 
eclipses of llie Sun and Moon, and so are regarded in Vedic tliou gilt 
as inauspicious. Raliu, llie nortli node of tlie Moon, is said to 
resemlile Saturn. Ketu, tlie soutli node, is said to resemlile Mars. 
1 liey liring Lrarniic misfortunes, diseases, mental disturLances and 
mass calamities. Tliey do liave a positive side, liowever, bringing 
occult (Raliu) and spiritual (Ketu) knowledge, after purifying us 
tlirougli suffering. Tliis depends upon tlie grace of God and clarity 
of mind. 


- 4 ’ 

When Rahu enters the home of the Sun, 
both the rulers and the people face difficulties. 

Conflict, turmoil, suffering, 
and sins grow throughout the land. 

Raliu in tlie Kome of tlie Sun means an eclipse of tlie Sun. Tbe 
true ruler gets eclipsed, wliicli leads to calamity. Tlie people get 
confused and are misled or exploited. Suck lias keen ti le situation 
tlirougkout muck of tlie world in recent times and is a common state 
of affairs in Kali Yuga or tlie materialistic age. Tkis is unfavorable 
for action of an outward nature. 


- 5 - 

When Rahu enters the home of the Moon, 
peace is disturbed by the bad karma of people. 

Calamities bring fear, evil increases, 
and even the sages become distressed. 

Raliu in tke kome of tke Moon means an eclipse of flie Moon. 
Tkis means disturkance of tke mind, kallucinations, wrong 
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judgements, delusions, mass disturLances, even plagues of various 
sorts. Correct tkinking is almost impossikle. Naturally tliis is not a 
good indication and can sliow an improper perspective of mind as 
well as wrong action. 


- 6 - 

Of the seven planets, five are crooked in their motion. 
When they are all conjunct the times becow.e difficult. 
Dwell on Lord Rama to save your property, 
and to ward off suffering and calamities. 


Apart from tlie Sun and Nloon tlie five planets liave irregular 
paths, when they all conjoin in one place it is considered to Le 
generally inauspicious, a sign of excess and imbalance, as tlieir rays 
get entangled and confused. Disturbances like eartbcjuakes are more 
likely under sucb combinations. Tbis indicates a time of excess and 
instability that causes many problems for everyone and in ways that 
are bard to predict. 


- 7 - 

Agriculture, service, business, art, education 
and all noble human vocations were fruitful 
like the celestial wish-fulfilling tree, 
when Lord Rama reigned on Earth. 

Tkis indication is auspicious, Lut not without a recognition of 
t e Dmne Will. Under the Divine Will we are able to optimize the 
in uences of destiny and harma which are projected through the 
stars an planets. The question: do we conduct our lives under the 
ru e o Rama or under the rule of some lesser force? 

Section 3 

The mam different characters of the Ramayana are lauded in 
I IS section: Rama, Queen Kausalya, Queen Sumitra, King 
Dasharatha, Queen Kaiheyi and Sita. The verses are auspicious 
except for tbat of Kaikeyi. 
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“ 1 - 

The nectar of immortality and the company of the wise, 
the wish-fulfilliny tree, fray rant flowers, 
sweet fruit and gentle words all arise 
from deep devotion to Lord Rama, 
the incarnation of Cod. 

From these, good indications are naturally inferred. 

All tKe spiritual goals of life are attainatle ty tlie devotion of tlie 
person wKo gets tkis verse. Divine grace is witK us Lut naturally we 
must open ourselves up to it. Spiritual virtues and actions should he 
cultivated. Without this we can expect to accomplish little. 


- 2 - 

Lord Rama is the abode of all beneficence; 
by His mercy all good fortune endures. 

His grace provides wealth, home, 
and comforts of body and mind, as needed. 

God provides us all the things of the world to the extent that we 
need them, hut we should seek them as part of a life of devotion, not 
merely for personal pleasure or satisfaction. Then we can live our 
lives in peace. Such devotion is necessary at this time, if not to God 
to some ideal or nohle friend. 


- 3 ~ 

Offer reverence to Queen Kausalya, Rama’s mother, 
who is the image of Lakshmi, the Goddess of Fortune. 

Good signs and success will be yours. 

It will bring you the grace of Sita and Rama. 

To gain a person's favor one need only gain the favor of their 
mother. Rama's mother represents the Divine Mother giving her 
greatest gift—hirth to the Divine Consciousness or the sense o t le 
Divine Self. Such motherly grace should he sought at this time. 
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“ 4 " 

Devoted women who concentrate their minds 
on Queen Sumitra attain the love of their husbands heart, 
and give birth to great children 
like Lakshmana andShatrughna. 

TKo fcminin© principle is d^din Iduded liere. ^umitrd, wliicli 
medns friendliness dnd compdssion; grdnts tKe Kdrmony of spirit 
tlidt not only Lrings love, liut gives Lirtli to Ldlcslimdnd dnd 
Slidtrugliiid, tlie qudlities of skill dnd power. Sucli cjudlities dre 
necessdry dt tliis time. 


" 5 " 

King Dasharathas Name is like the wish-fulfilling tree, 
the root of earthly welfare. 

It bears the fruit of all good qualities: 
home and wealth, Dharma and beauty. 

Rama's father represents the fulfillment of the earthly life, 
mcluclmg prosperity, good character, and the fulfillment of one's 
Dharma, leading to the spiritual life in the end. Righteousness and 
a ance m our action are now required. Careful attention to our work 
and sell-responsihility will yield good results. 

- 6 - 

Your hopes will be destroyed 
if Queen Kaikeyis jealous, deceitful, 
and quarrelsome nature 
finds a kindred spirit in your heart. 

Loss and death, distress and sins, 
opposition and grief can become your destiny. 

The indication is unfortunate and shows deception and conflict, 
ici may e self-perpetuated. Unless one's heart is pure, nothing 
o any va uc can he accomplished under such an image. The jealous 
mind, represented hy Queen Kaiheyi, is the root of all misfortune 
and must he controlled at all costs. 
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- 7 “ 

Sita sits at the left of Rama, 
his brother Lakshmana on his right, 
the three form the wish-fulfilling tree. 

To contemplate this image throughout our lives 
brings prosperity and light. 

One of tlie Lest visualizations for meditation is tLe image of tlie 
Dmne trinity—Sita, Rama and LaLslimana. Rama represents tLe 
Divine belf, Sita tLe pure mind, and LaLsLmana tLe discriminating 
intellect. Tliose wLo Lave tLese Lave all. 1 Le meaning is tLat we 
require all tliree powers to proceed along our patL. 


Section 4 

\ arious indications of good and Lad fortune follow Lere, witLout 
specific reference to tLe story of Rama. Tliis differs from tlie fourtL 
sections of otLer cLapters wLicL are quite auspicious, glorifying tLe 
great personages of tLe Ramayana. 

- 1 - 

Small will be the days achievements, plans, and development 
The peoples gain from their work will be meager. 

Your efforts will bring little success 
unless your heart is firmly placed at Lord Ramas holy feet. 

rLe situation is favoraLle only for small gains. We sLould not 
looL to accomplisL anytliing significant, unless we can gain a special 
grace of Gotl to go Leyond tLe limits of tLe time. TLe times are 
difficidt and may get worse. 


' 2 - 

When one abandons his friends 
and becomes intimate with his enemies, 
know that Lord Rama himself will turn against him. 
Time unrelentingly forsakes such an ungrateful person. 
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FrienJskip is tke way to Godliness, tke easiest patk to Oneness. 
Tkose wko violate tkis principle lose tke grace of God and fall out 
of karmony witk tke expansive energy of tke universe. To akandon 
a friend is to forsake God, to forsake Rama kimself. We skould ke 
especially generous and compassionate at tkis time to avoid suck an 
error. 

- 3 ‘ 

A miserly person gives a great gift, 
lost items unexpectedly are found, 
spiritual powers are attained without effort. 

If one depends on compassionate Rama, 
one gains surprising success in ones actions. 

A reversal of negative situations occurs. Unexpected klessings 
accrue. Tkis comes from tke fruit of devotion, wkick may kave keen 
cultivated in previous lives. Wkile one skould rejoice in tkese 
ckanges, one skould use tkese good events to progress along one's 
true patk and to create a ketter future. 

“ 4 “ 

Cain appears at first, then one s fortune takes a difficult turn, 
and loss comes toward the end. This is the forecast, 
but whether Ramas will is firm to give these results 
I cannot say, but Rama is so inclined. 

A reversal of positive situations appears imminent, witk tke 
anger of a fall. But tke grace of God may still protect us if we take 
re uge in it. Tke ckange is not yet certain. We skould do wkat we 
can to prevent it. We must ke very cautious and not overextend 
ourselves or otkerwise place ourselves at risk. 

“ 5 ~ 

Vishnu loves Lakshmi, Shiva charms Uma, 

Sita adores her beloved Rama. 

If one marries, one will prosper, gain wealth, 
and acquire a peaceful and happy home. 
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Tkis is an indication of a Kappy and prosperous marriage Lut it 
can he extended as a favoraLle sign for any partnership or joining of 
interests; of the bringing together of the masculine and feminine 
forces on any level. The time is appropriate for love, union and 
creative expansion. It is also favorable for domestic ventures of all 
types. 

- 6 - 

If devotion is not placed at Lord Rama s lotus feet, 
and your mind is filled with greed, 
peace cannot come to you even in dreams. 

The wavering mind will lead to misery. 

The tendency here is to let the mind be consumed by its outgoing 
nature and desire for external things. We are in danger of losing 
control of our lives and destroying our spiritual potential. We must 
control our minds and look within or the result will be disastrous. 
Devotion to God is the easiest remedy. 

- 7 ’ 

If you repeat the delightful Name of Rama for six months 
and hve on pure vegetarian food, you will gain what you seek; 
Ramas beneficence will be bestowed on you. 

Success depends upon resorting to specific devotional practices, 
which we are in a position to do now. We should worship God in a 
regular way for six months and lead a pure life. Then we can achieve 
what we wish but only if we are sincere. In ordinary parlance, 
self-discipline is required at this time to achieve our aims. 


Section 5 

This chapter contains mainly unfortunate indications and shows 
the effect of bad karma individually or collectively. It is one of the 
more inauspicious sections of the book. 
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- 1 - 

Much effort will bring little gain, 



and high hopes will result in meager achievements. 

Rama now fares listless; 
your state will be as destiny ordains. 

The grace of God cannot Kelp us now. We must Ke content witK 
tKe limitations of our Karma, wKicK does not allow us to do anytKing 
significant at tkis time. We sKould not attempt too muc h. If we 
cultivate devotion, in time Divine grace may return and our situation 
may cKange for tke ketter. Tkis current negative state results from 
lack of devotion in tke past. 


- 2 - 

From the ten directions daily sorrow, 
dismay, poverty, and sins rise. 

All vices appear to gain power and become assertive, 
because Rama has turned away his kindly eyes. 

God kas looked away from us owing to our confused tkougkts 
and kad karma. Witkout devotion to tke Divine, we cannot control 
our lower nature and inferior tendencies must draw us into suffering 
and pain. We must strive to purify ourselves to avoid tke dangers 
around us, even if we gain few immediate kenefits from it. 

- 3 - 

Fertile fields turn barren, wealth is lost, 
no charity is given to anyone, all efforts are in vain. 

Know that God is opposed, dark times have come, 
your only hope is to abide in Ramas Name. 

A time of adversity is indicated, witk tke forces of tke world and 
even Nature turning against us. Tkere is little we can do outwardly. 
Our only resort is to take refuge in God witkin us. Suck adversity 
is necessary to kelp tke soul kecome detacked from external 
fulfillments, tkougk it is naturally painful to undergo. 
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- 4 - 

If you place your faith in the Name of Sita and Rama, 
you will achieve strength 
and your personal needs will be taken care of 
Signs of prosperity will arise 
and spiritual powers can be easily achieved. 



Taking refuge in tlie Name of God will provide all tkat we require. 
It is a quick; easy and simple way to gain all Llessings, Lut we must 
truly give our minds and kearts for it to work. Otkerwise we can only 
expect difficulties, if we can not do tkis we skould at least devote 
ourselves to some ideal or service to kumanity. 


- 5 - 

Fortune has abandoned the lines on ones forehead, 
and all efforts are bound to fail. 

In such luckless times, 
humbly bind yourself in refuge to Rama. 


Tke lines on one's forekead indicate one's destiny. An inimical 
outer situation is indicated tkat cannot ke ckanged. Tke world is 
against us wkatever we may do. We must endure tke times and use 
it to develop greater devotion and spiritual aspiration. Difficult times 
are no okstacle to a true devotee, for ke knows tkat outer proklems 
are just a greater opportunity to awaken witkin. 


" 6 " 

Farmers in anguish see their crops wither, 
the rain does not come when due. 
Famine prevails, ill omens appear, 
and people face the scourge of tyrants. 


External adversity is at its keigkt. Even Nature kas turned 
kostile. Evil rulers dominate tke world. Suck effects can prevail in 
tkis dark age (Kali yuga) tkat we live in. Witkout devotion tkere is 
no kope in suck times. Tkese negative periods occur in tke nature 
of kuman life sukject to tke opposites. 
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- 7 - 

Concentrate your mind 
and meditate on Sita, Rama and Lakshmana. 

Each day will be filled with happiness and joy. 

Signs of good fortune foretell all prosperity. 

An end to difficulties is indicated, perKaps after muck suffering. 
Devotion to God turns all sorrow into joy, kut effort and dedication 
are required on our part to kelp it function. We skould ke kappy and 
relieved ky tkis Letter potential availakle. 

Section 6 

Tkese various generally inauspicious events in Rama's life are 
repeated, perkaps to indicate tke difficulties in life tkat cannot easily 
ke forgotten. 


- 1 ’ 

The city of Ayodhya lay desolate without its king, 
the state and people were in misery. 

The stars were inimical: 
this caused the kingdom s fame to diminish. 

Tke true ruler is aksent. Tke people flounder. Negative karmas 
fructify and one's reputation suffers. Naturally tkis is not auspicious 
for any significant endeavor. Tke time is one in wkick leaderskip is 
lacking and little can ke done kut striving to endure it. 

' 2 - 

To the city of Ayodhya all came in peace: 
this sign indicates all welfare. 

When Rama was announced as crown prince, 
good fortune in Ayodhya appeared certain. 

Tkis indicates a favorakle situation, tke estakliskment of true 
leaderskip and alignment witk Divine grace, kut it is not entirely 
good. Tkou it appears a great tking tkat Rama was made tke 
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V1I.6:5 


Crown Prince, it would also lead to liis exile. Tkis means tliat a good 
pronouncement may fail to occur Lut will eventually liappen after 
muck delay and okstruction. 

- 3 - 

The Gods were opposed to Ramas coronation, 
this omen I humbly read. Act wisely. 

Difficulties created by the limitations of destiny 
require time to be overcome. 

Tke cosmic powers may kring adversity to us in order to 
accomplisk tkeir own ends. Fate is inscrutakle and misfortune may 
ke necessary to kring akout otker ackievements. Tke situation will 
rigkt itself in tke long run if we persist. 


- 4 - 

Foolish Manthara, her servant, ensnared by the bonds of delusion, 
convinced Queen Kaikeyi to ask for Rama to be exiled 
and her son Bharata to be given the throne instead. 

She used a boon the king had long ago promised her 
to get what she wanted. 

The Gods were to blame for this tragic grief] 
this event I conclude from fate. 

Fven suck an evil action as Kaikeyi's demand for tke kaniskment 
of Rama kad an origin in a wisk of tke Gods. Tkey wanted to see 
Ravana defeated and Rama's exile was required to kring it akout. 

We must recognize tke Divine purpose even in allowing evil to 
exist, and ke at peace even tkougk outwardly tke situation may merit 
only grief. God's will is sometking tkat our kuman intelligence can 
never truly fatl lom, muck less predict. 

•’ 5 ' 

Shocked by Rama s sudden exile, King Dasharatha lay in misery, 
yet Queen Kaikeyi still heaped wrathful words upon him. 

In adverse times even good efforts are in vain: 
the fruits of previous karmas alone are to be reaped. 
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VII.6:5 


Adversity and misfortune occur owing to l^armic seeds cast in 
anotker time period. We 

face unrigktful criticism and are prevented 
from acting in a positive way, tkougk we know wkat skoidd ke done. 
Tkis is a time for learning patience and for understanding tke 
movement of our karma tkat led to our present difficulties. 

- 6 - 

Rama, Lakshmana and Sita lived in the forest 
The people in Ayodhya were filled with sorrow. 

This image shows that by the results of one s karma 
comes meeting or parting, happiness or sorrow. 

Parting and sorrow is indicated, kut it will lead after muck 
difficulty to an eventual kappier return. Tke indications are mixed. 
Suck is tke karma of tkis ckanging world, particularly if we are not 
steadfast in our resolve. 


- 7 - 

Sita, dwelling in the forest retreat, 
planted holy basil plants and mango trees, 
and with her own hands cared for them. 

This image Brings good fruit, the future will bring success. 

Ke feminine principle performs its nurturing action. It is a good 
^me or cultivating, growing things, and preparing for tlie future. 
But outer action is not yet indicated. We must Ke patient and careful 
in our endeavors. 


Section 7 

ection provides instruction aKout Kow to use tKe oracle, if 
es t ese verses to answer a question, it usually indicates 
at one as not performed tke procedure in tke rigkt way and needs 
to o it again according to tke instruction of tke verse, if one receives 
t ese verses as a second answer to a question, it is usually telling us 

ow to etter approack tke oracle, and tkat our repeat question is 
not necessary. 
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VII.7:3 


“ 1 “ 

In the evening before an auspicious day, 
invoke the Oracle of Rama 
for an answer to your question. 

With a detached mind on the next morning, 
first give honor to God and the teacher. 

Tkis verse shows the preparation of Jay anJ state of minJ 
appropriate to consult tlie oracle, if one receives this verse, one may 
have chosen the wrong Jay or not prepareJ his or her minJ properly 
so that the ri gilt answer can he given. The Oracle therefore cannot 
answer the question hut is instructing you to try again in the proper 
way. 


- 2 - 

Choose from the seven chapters, 
seven sections, and seven verses. 

Read the chosen verse and meditate deeply 
upon Its meaning to determine what you should do. 

It is favorable to consult the Oracle anJ to Jeliherate upon its 
meaning. One s question will he answereJ. One who receives this 
verse shoulJ consult tke oracle again with confiJence. 

“ 3 - 

Determine the meaning of your answer 
by one try, two tries, three, four or even five but no more. 

Understanding depends on love and faith, 
through which one discovers the truth. 

One may consult the oracle more than once to answer a question, 
hut on ly if the answer is not clear or if further questions arise. 
Generally it is hest to ash only one question per Jay. One shoulJ 
respect the oracle, anJ strive to unJerstanJ its meaning, anJ not just 
cast it until we get an answer that we like. 
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- 4 - 

Meditate with deep respect upon the teacher, 
upon elephant-headed Ganesha who removes obstacles, 
upon Lord Shiva, the ruler of the universe 
and his consort Mother Uma, 
and upon Sita, Rama, Lakshmana, andHanuman. 

This is the way to read the Oracle. 

An oracle is a spiritual power. We must approack it witk reverence 
and witk tke kelp of our teackers and tke cosmic powers. Tken we 
will not ke confused eitker ky our own minds or inferior energies 
around us. Tkis is a matter of meditation. 

' 5 - 

Meditate in your heart upon Hanuman, 

Lakshmana, Bharata, Rama, Sita, 
and Lakshmi, the Goddess of good fortune. 

Seek Rama's Command for your wish, 
and the verse indicated will show you the way. 

We must meditate upon God properly first and tken consult tke 
Oracle. It is tke will of God tkat we skould strive to know, not merely 
strive to get wkat we want. Witk tke Oracle of Rama, of course, one 
skould konor Rama or tke Divine will. 


“ 6 “ 

If the verse that is revealed 
matches the intent of your question, 
the answer should be regarded 
as Rama's unfathomable will. 

Tkis indicates tkat tke answer we kave received is tke Divine Will 
and tkat we skould accept it and kave faitk in it. We skould not doukt 
it kut try to put it into practice. 


VII.7:7 




- 7 - 

The Oracle of Rama has been created 
by stringiny gems of destiny with the thread of faith. 

These verses portraying Rama's glorious life 
are given to his devotees. 

Tie fulfillment of destiny is knowing tke Divine life. Tkis comes 
tkrougk devotion to an incarnation of God suck as Lord Rama. 
Know tkat Divine Self is tke key to understanding all karma and 
destiny. Tkis verse indicates tkat our question is in karmony witk 
tke D ivine will. 
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Glossary 

Alialya 

Wife of Gautama, saved Ly Rama from imprisonment 
in stone 

Angacla 

Avatars 

Ayoclliya 

Monkey prince, son of Sugriva 

Divine incarnations of Lord Visknu, tke Preserver 
Tke capital city of Kosala, tke kingdom of Daskaratka 
and Rama 

Bali 

Bliarata 

Bralima 

Bralimin 

Briliaspati 

Bucllia 

Cliaiidra 

CKitraUuta 

Rekel monkey-king, krotker of Sugriva, slain ky Rama 
Younger krotker of Rama 

Tke Creator among tke Hindu Trinity 

Memker of tke priestly class 

Tke planet Jupiter 

Tke planet Mercury 

Tke Moon 

Mountain wkere Rama made kis first kermitage in 

DasKaratlia 

exile 

Rama's fatker and king of Ayodkya, noted for kis 
rectitude 

Dliarma 

Ganeslia 

Principle of trutk and natural law 

Elepkant-faced God, giver of wisdom and success, 
overcomer of okstacles, son of Skiva and Uma 

Ganga 

Gautama 

Godavari 

Guru 

Hanuman 

River of nortk India 

Vedic riski, also called Vamadeva 

A river in central India 

Spiritual preceptor 

Monkey-warrior and servant of Rama, also called 

ikskwaUu 

Indrajit 

Jamkavan 

Janaka 

Maruti and Anjaneya 

First king of tke solar dynasty tkat Rama kelonged to 
Powerful son of Ravana 

Tke king of tke kears, wko were allies of Rama 

Sita's fatker and king of Videka, noted for kis wisdom 
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Jatayu 

Jyotiska 


KaLanJli 

KaiUeyi 


a 


Kali Yuga 
Kausalya 

Ketu 

KisKUinclka 

Kosala 

Kriskna 

Kskatriya 

Kuska 

Laksl imana 

LaUsl imi 


Lanka 


Lankini 

Lava 

Mainaka 

Mangala 

Mantras 

Mantkara 

Maricka 

Mitkila 

Panckavati 

Paraskurama 


Parvati 

Payasvini 

Rakskasa 

Ragkii 


Tke celestial vulturee and ally of Ra ma 

Vedic astrology, wkick includes oracles like tke Oracle 

of Rama 

Monster slain ky Rama 

Queen of Ayodkya and wife of Daskaratka, motker of 
Bkarata, responsikle for Rama's exile 
Dark or iron age 

Queen of Ayodkya, wife of Daskaratka and motker of 
Rama 

Nortk node of Moon, dragon's tail 

Kingdom of tke monkeys 

Tke country ruled ky Daskaratka and Rama 

Eigktk avatar of Visknu, Lorn some time after Rama 

Warrior class 

Twin son of Rama 

Brotker of Rama and kis closest companion 
Goddess of keauty and fortune, wife of Visknu, tke 
Preserver 

Tke island soutk of India, also called Ceylon, wkere 
Ravana ruled and to wkick ke took Sita 
Demonness guardian of Lanka 
Twin son of Rama 

Small mountain ketween India and Sri Lanka 

Tke planet Mars 

Words of spiritual power 

Wicked servant of Queen Kaikeyi 

Uncle of Ravana wko possessed great magic powers 

Tke capital city of Yideka, tke kingdom of Janaka and 

Sita 

Forest wkere Rama stayed in kermitage after leaving 
Ckitrakuta 

Sixtk avatar of Lord Visknu, known for kis prowess 

and pride, kumkled ky Rama 

Uma, tke wife of Lord Skiva 

A river in nortk India near Ckitrakuta 

Demon 

Ancestor of Rama, name of Rama's family 
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RaKu 

Glossary 

Nortli node of Moon, dragon's Kead 

Rama 

Seventk avatar of Lord Vislinu 

Ramayana 

Epic poem of tke story of Rama Ly Valmiki 

Ramacharita 

Tke Hindi version of tke Ramayana ky Tulsidas 

Manasa 
Rama Rajya 

Tke rule of Rama 

Ravana 

Demon-king of Sri Lanka, akductor of Sita and 

Risliis 

enemy of Rama 

Sages and seers 

Risliislirin^a 

Seer wko performed tke ritual to allow King 

Sampati 

Daskaratka's wives to conceive 

A celestial eagle, krotker of Jatayu 

Sarasvati 

Goddess of wisdom, wife of Brakma, tke Creator 

Sliatruglina 

Brotker of Rama, son of Sumitra 

SliaLri 

Woman sage 

Sliani 

Tke planet Saturn 

SUiva 

T. lie Destroyer among tke Hindu Trinity, tke Supreme 

SliuUra 

Divinity 

Tke planet Venus 

Sliurpanaklia Demoness, sister of Ravana 

Siclclliis 

Occult and spiritual powers 

Sita 

Wife of Rama, daugkter of Janaka, also called Janaki, 

Su^rlva 

Vaideki and Maitkali 

Monkey-king wkose tkrone was stolen ky kis krotker 

Sumitra 

Bali kut returned ky Rama 

Queen of Ayodkya, wife of Daskaratka, motker o 

Sur^'^a 

Lakskmana and Skatrugkna 

Tke Sun 

Uma 

Wife of Lord Skiva 

ValmiUi 

Poet-sage wko first composed tke Ramayana 

Varuna 

God of tke ocean 

Va si slit a 

Guru of AyodKya and Rama's family, known for his 

Vedanta 

wisdom 

Spiritual pkilosopky of tke Vedas 

Vedas 

Ancient Hindu scriptures 

Videlia 

Tke country ruled ky Janaka, wkere Sita was korn 

Vislinu 

Tke preserver among tke Hindu trinity 
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Viskvamitra 


Yamuna 

Yoga 


Guru of Rama, knouai for kis command of magical 
weapons 

River of nortk India 

Spiritual practices aimed at Self-realization 
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THE ORACLE OF RAMA 

David Frawley 

The Oracle of Rama, is perhaps the greatest Oracle of India, as 
well as one of the simplest and easiest to use. Like the / Ching, it 
consists of various verses that one can get to answer one’s 
questions. While the I Ching uses the symbolism of the world of 
NatOre for providing “it^ The Oracle of Rafnd uses the 

symbolism of Lord Rama, a Divine incarnation, and the yoga of 
Devotion {Bhakti Yoga) as its symbolism. It condenses the laws of 
Karma into the story of Rama and his noble deeds. 

Rama’s story, the Ramayana, is one of the great classics of 
world literature. The importance of The Oracle of Rama is that 
Rama, its central presiding symbol, is a figure of heroic 
proportions—a perfect man. His life is an example of perfect 
action under every difficulty and misfortune, overcoming all the 
forces of evil and ignorance. As such, his Oracle is very safe and 
reliable, and provides the most wholesome and trustworthy 
guidance. 

""The Oracle of Rama uses the insights of Tulsidas, one of the greatest 
seers of the Vedic tradition, to unlock the secrets of the realm of 
unmanifest intelligence and open up for us all the creative 
potentials of the universe. The Oracle shows us how we can make 
karmically appropriate choices so that we can live a life of joy and 
fulfillment on all levels of our being. Dr. Frawley offers us a beautiful 
English version of this classic for our everyday use.” 

—Deepak Chopra, M.D. 

Author of The Seven Spiritual Laws of Success 

David Frawley {Vamadeva Shastri) is one of the most respected 
Western scholars of the East Indian Spirituality. He is the author of 
over a dozen books and Vedic astrologer. 
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